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Abstract

The immigrant student experience is one of both hope and struggle. Many immigrant youth, come or were brought to the United States expressly for education and career opportunities unavailable in their home country. As access to higher education is becoming increasingly vital for improving quality of life and as immigration continues to be on the forefront of national politics, it becomes increasingly important to understand the influence of immigration issues on the education of immigrant students, in particular in their strive for a quality higher education. The purpose of this study is to provide a better understanding to Central Texas educators, policymakers, and college administrators about the reality of immigrant student education leading towards a college degree. This report uses a phenomenological survey in the form of group discussions with two focus groups of immigrant students: high school students and college students. 

The Study

· Commissioned by Austin Community College Center for Public Policy and Political Studies to analyze the educational experience of Central Texas immigrant students in the pursuit of a college degree. 

· Purpose: understand how immigrant students navigate their schooling, strive to be a successful student, and ultimately prepare and attend a higher education institution

· Reason: enhance this understanding for Central Texas educators, policymakers, and college administrators.

· Focus groups were paid for by the ACC Center for Public Policy and Political Studies who provided all the funding for the study

Methodology

· Two focus groups

· HS: 12 students, 8 female & 4 male

· Majority Mexican immigrants, others Indian, Salvadorian, and Honduran 

· College: 8 students, 6 female & 2 male

· Majority Mexican immigrants, 1 Argentinean 

· 2 hour session

· 1.5 hour section of question & answers

· 15 minute section of a free-write

· 15 minute section for final comments and closing

· Students identified by ACC

· Students paid $50 each for their participation

H.S. Group Findings:
What did we learn?

· Students are concerned about getting a quality education.

· H.S. Misplacement, Quality Math Education, Learning English Well, TAKS and Graduating

· Students want to work hard and have good teachers

· Good teachers can make the difference in their lives

· Parents are strong advocates

· Students are aware of policies: 

· “Support the DREAM Act and give us access to financial aid”

· Students are fully aware of those things that are against them

· Give students a voice, listen to them

Findings: Higher Education

What did we learn?

· Need to believe students will be successful

· Need to motivate students to succeed

· Need to listen to student about their needs and desires

· Inform students of educational & financial aid opportunities

· Tap into family structures to provide information and also to aid in supporting these students

· Be sensitive of legal issues students are facing

Recommendations

· K-12 Policy Recommendations:

· Enhance English Language Learner (ELL) education

· Support college readiness standards for high school students

· High stakes testing: exemptions should be considered on an individual basis for students in this subgroup.

· Texas accountability measures is having a detrimental influence

· Acts as a push-out factor for immigrant high school students

· Use of placement exams and high school credit completion requirements to improve opportunity for going to college. 

Recommendations con’t

· Higher Education Policy Recommendations: 

· Support DREAM Act legislation 

· Students aspire to be a part of the U.S. society as college educated professionals.

· Continued support for the Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)

· Extremely critical for immigrant student seeking a college education. 

· Increase awareness by educators and students.

· Senate Bill 1528 should have considerations for students waiting on immigration process and paperwork. 

· Increase awareness by educators and students of residency criteria

· P-20 Policy Recommendations:

· Match College Readiness Standards by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board with the education of of ELL students throughout the education pipeline. 

· Better data tracking and support mechanisms across the education pipeline 

· Will provide greater opportunities to assess issues in the system and address them where they occur

