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Learn Spanish in Central America! Live and study in San Jose, the Iargest city in Costa Rica and the nation’s capital. You will experience
the rich culture of the city as well as venture out to explore Costa Rica’s beaches, jungles, volcanoes, hot springs, and more.

FIRST SUMMER SESSION 2012
May 23-June 16 in Austin / June 17-July 1 in San José, Costa Rica

-This study abroad program offers the following courses. Students in the program will be enrolled in both courses.
Spanish Il / SPAN 2311—3 ACC credits
Spanish Conversation / SPAN 1300—3 ACC credits
-Prerequisite: a second semester college Spanish course of at least four semester hours with a grade of C or better or equivalent
credit by examination.
-Eligibility: Students must be at least 18 years of age and in good academic standing by the start of the program.
-Courses will be taught by ACC faculty member Todd Phillips. Classmates are primarily ACC students.
-Classes in Austin will be held Monday-Thursday at Riverside Campus from 9am-1pm.

Program Fee

$2775 includes: Not included:

e Roundtrip group flight airfare from Austin to San José e ACC course tuition/fees/books

e Airport pick-up/drop-off in host country e Lunches (unless otherwise indicated on itinerary) and
e Accommodations (host family) overnight excursion dinners

e Breakfasts and dinners with host family e Personal expenses (local transportation, entertainment,
¢ 2 half-day excursions shopping, cell phone, etc.) ]

e 2 day excursions e Departure tax in San Jose Airport

e 2 weekend excursions

e Free salsa lessons Pre-departure expenses:

e Host institution staff support e ISIC

e 24/7 emergency support and assistance e Passport & visa fees (if applicable)

e Completing health form requirements including
medical consultation

Orosi Valle},

Arenal Volcang

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.
Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.
Program fees are nerefundable.
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June 17

Depart Austin / Arrive in Costa Rica

Airport pick-up and transfer to host families

June 18

Morning: First day of class

Downtown walking tour, visit to Gold Museum

Group lunch (not included in fee)

June 19

Morning: Class / Conversation exchange with Universidad de
Costa Rica students

12-1pm: Break for lunch or free salsa lessons

Afternoon: Excursion to Orosi Valley, including a photo op from a
scenic outlook and visits to two historically and culturally impor-
tant churches in the area.

June 20

Morning: Class

12-1pm: Break for lunch or free salsa lessons

Afternoon: Excursion: “Beneficio” Tour.

Visit coffee plantation Café Britt. Take a tour of the plantation,
see how coffee is processed and packed, and partake in a coffee
tasting.

June 21

Morning: Depart for full day excursion to Savegre Lodge. Flora
and fauna tour (see if you can spot the strikingly colored Quetzal
bird). Lunch included. Free time exploring the gardens and hills
of the Savegre Lodge.

June 22

Morning: Depart for weekend excursion to Manuel Antonio Na-
tional Park & Beach. Hotel check-in.

Afternoon: Free time (suggested: hotel pool or local beach).

June 23

Morning: Breakfast at the hotel followed by a 2.5 hour guided
walking tour through the jungle.

Afternoon: Free afternoon at the beach.

June 24

Morning: Breakfast at the hotel followed by check-out and de-
parture for San Jose.

June 25

Morning: Class

Visit to Cemetery and Art Museum

June 26

Morning: Depart for full day excursion to Poas Volcano & La Paz
Waterfall Gardens. View Pods Volcano and trek to volcanic la-
goon. Travel to La Paz for group lunch (included). Spend the af-
ternoon at the Waterfall Gardens, which include an exotic bird
enclosure, a monkey enclosure, hummingbird gardens, and
more.

June 27

Morning: Class

12-1pm: Break for lunch or free salsa lessons

June 28

Morning: Final Exam

12-1pm: Break for lunch or free salsa lessons

June 29

Morning: Depart for for Arenal for weekend excursion

(Arenal Volcano & Hot Springs)

June 30

Morning: Depart for San Jose

July 1

Depart Costa Rica / Arrive in Austin

Fifty $1,000 Board of Trustees Study Abroad Scholarships are available to eligible applicants on a competitive basis.

Eligibility:
-apply to an ACC study abroad program

-a minimum cumulative G.P.A. of 2.00 by the scholarship application deadline
-a minimum of 5 ACC college credits earned in the fall 2011 semester
-a minimum of 12 hours of ACC college credits earned by the start of the study abroad program.

The above credits must be earned by enrolling and successfully completing courses at ACC. Transfer credits or craitiby exami

will not count towards the totals. Only students accepted into a program can be awarded a scholarship.

Applications: Visit www.austincc.edu/intstudy for an application.

Scholarship deadline: Scholarship deadline is January 17, 2012. Scholarship notification date is February 1, 2012.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.
Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.

Program fees are nerefundable.
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Step 1 — Review the program information packet.

Step 2 — Make an appointment with the Program Coordinator at
www.austincc.edu/intstudy/appointments.php

Step 3 — Download a program application at www.austincc.edu/intstudy/applications.php

I

Step 4 - Fill out the application and obtain all required items on checklist.
Questions about the checklist should be sent to studyabroad@austincc.edu

I

Step 5 — Submit a completed application in person or via U.S. Post:
ACC International Programs
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, #508.4
Austin, Texas 78752

I

Step 6 — Schedule and attend interview with the program faculty leader.

I

Step 7 — Await notification from International Programs Office.

Interviews

As part of the application process (see step 6 above), applicants will be interviewed by the program faculty leader. The day after the
corresponding deadline, applicants will receive an e-mail from the International Programs Office that includes instructions on how to
contact the faculty leader to set up a mutually agreeable date/time for an interview. It is the applicant’s responsibility to arrange the
interview with the faculty leader. If an applicant does not arrange an interview, he/she will not be eligible to participate in the study
abroad program. Interviews must take place according to the below schedule.
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Pay close attention to the dates, course,
itinerary, costs. Is this a program that
meets your needs, interest and budget?

Prepare a list of questions to ask during
your advising appointment. Be on time,
and take notes if necessary.

Paper applications are also available for
pick up at the International Programs
Office.

Review the checklist and plan
accordingly. Incomplete applications
will NOT be accepted.

If you drop off your application in
person, please note the preferred times
are M, Th 10am-12pm and T, F 1-4pm.

You will be contacted with information
on how to schedule an interview AFTER
the corresponding deadline.

Notifications will be sent via e-mail and
U.S. Post on December 12, 2011 and
February 1, 2012.

Early deadline (November 15) applicants: Interviews must take place between November 18 - December 2, 2011.
General deadline (January 17) applicants: Interviews must take place between January 20 - 30, 2012.

Interviews will last approximately 20 minutes. Faculty leaders will discuss the program itinerary, course information, and academic

requirements & expectations. Along with the standard criteria of academic preparedness & achievement, and demonstrated interest
in the region and program, faculty will evaluate a student’s ability to participate in small group settings, exercise good judgment, and
to adapt to group & cultural differences.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.

Program fees are nerefundable.
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Early Acceptance Scholarship Application
¢ November 15, 2011 Early Application Deadline ¢ January 17, 2012 Scholarship Application Deadline
¢ November 18 — Early Applicant Interviews ¢ February 1, 2012 Scholarship Notification

December 2, 2011
¢ December 12,2011 Student Acceptance/Rejection
Notification (via ACC student email)*
¢ December 19, 2011 Participation/Participant Confirmation
and $400 Non-Refundable Deposit Due

Regular Acceptance Payment Deadlines

¢ January 17,2012  Regular Application Deadline ¢ February 15,2012 50% Program Fee Balance Due

¢ January 20 - Applicant Interviews ¢ March 9, 2012 100% Program Fee Balance Due
January 30, 2012 (The $400 deposits are applied to the program fee)

¢ February 1, 2012 Student Acceptance/Rejection
Notification (via ACC student email)*

¢ February 8, 2012 Participation/Participant Confirmation
and $400 Non-Refundable Deposit Due

*Students will have one week after receipt of their acceptance
letter to confirm their participation in the study abroad program
and pay a non-refundable program deposit.

Post-Acceptance Requirements

Students that are accepted into the program will receive a letter detailing information about program expectations and post accep-
tance requirements, including but not limited to:

ISIC—The ISIC (International Student ID Card) is the only internationally-recognized student ID and includes basic overseas health
insurance coverage. The cost of the ISIC is $22 and can be purchased at the International Programs Office. To schedule an appoint-
ment to obtain the ISIC, visit www.austincc.edu/intstudy appointments.php

Signature Forms—Participants must review and sign all signature forms, including but not limited to:
e Behavior Guidelines
e Student Code of Conduct
e Return Home Policy
e Release from Liability

Health Form—Students will be asked to complete a Health Form, which will require a medical consultation from a licensed medical
professional to verify that the student is approved for travel.

Pre-Departure Orientations—Pre-departure orientations are mandatory for program participants. Orientations will include discussion
of health & safety, cultural differences, and topics such as exchanging money, what to pack, climate, etc. Orientations will be held
during the spring semester.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.
Program fees are nerefundable.
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Tired of struggling to learn Spanish in a classroom setting? Not feeling thasgamu're
adventure to spice up the learning experience?

Then ACC in Costa Rica is just what el médico ordered!

Everyone knows the best way to learn a foreign language is to immerse yoosself in
Rica is the ideal place to practice your Spanish in a beautiful, fun, and sayeaghviror
patient and will make you feel at ease when speaking their language. Youtlespend
family and have plenty of free time to meet people and make friends outside of cla:
program!

But you'll be doing much more than just using your Spanish in San José! We will t
country and visit historic churches, excellent museums, an awesome cemeiesy, tw
beautiful beach in the country, wildlife preserves, a coffaelpraat&gts), whid kymiegfals
valleys, and much more! We will also see monkeys, crocodiles, sloths, ig@gas, to
butterflies, and many other fascinating and exotic animals during the trigegaédhis ir
in class, so you WILL solidify what you already know AND build upon that knowled

Students have said that tbimatrgprg axiferience and that-they learned so much
jAhora te toca a ti! (It's YOUR turn!)

Todd Phillips

Todd Phillips
Professor
Foreign Language
512.223.6073
tphillip@austincc.edu
Riverside Campus
www?2.austincc.edu/tphillip

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.
Program fees are nerefundable.
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I will not complete Spanish Il until the spring semester. Cawlll the credits | earn on this program transfer to my new

still apply?

Yes. Students have until the program begins to complete
Spanish Il at the university or college level. However, stu-
dents must earn a “C” or higher (or equivalent credit by
exam). A “D” or an “F” makes a student ineligible to continue
participation in the program. Program fees are non-
refundable.

What do | have to do to be eligible to participate?
Students must be 18 years of age or older and in good aca-
demic standing by the time the program starts to be eligible
to participate in ACC’s study abroad programs.

school?

As with any ACC course, you will need to speak with an aca-
demic advisor regarding whether your ACC credit can be
transferred.

DURATION
How long is this program?
This program is approximately 5.5 weeks long.

Will | be abroad during the whole class?
No. May 23-June 16 classes will be in Austin and June 17-July
1 classes will be in Costa Rica.

| attend another university and am not taking any classes &0STS

ACC. Can | participate in this program?

Austin Community College has an open-enrollment policy
that encourages all students to explore all the options avail-
able to them. To be eligible to participate in an ACC study
abroad program, students must fulfill all pre-requisites by
the start of the program regardless of whether they are full
or part-time ACC students.

COURSE & CREDITS

How do | register for the classes offered on this program? e

The International Programs Office will register study abroad
participants for the courses late in the spring semester. Par-
ticipants will be provided details at the pre-departure orien-
tation.

Can | only take one course?
No. Enrollment in both courses is required.

All quoted costs are estimates and are subject to change.

Is the program fee alinclusive?

No. In addition to the program fee, students are

responsible for:

e International Student ID Card ($22)

e Passport & visa fees, if applicable ($135+)

e Medical consultation ($25-$75)

e ACC course tuition/fees (S438*)

Airport departure tax in San Jose ($25)

Books

e Lunches (unless otherwise indicated on itinerary) and
overnight excursion dinners

e Personal expenses (local transportation, entertainment,
shopping, cell phone, etc.)

What will | pay for course tuition and fees**?
You will be charged for tuition/fees based on your ACC resi-

| have already taken one of these courses. Can | take the dency status. *In-district students will pay $438.

course again?

Yes, you may take the course again. ACC will take the higher
grade from the two courses when calculating your final ACC
GPA. However, if you are planning to transfer to another in-
stitution, please check with that institution regarding trans-
fer credit eligibility.

Out-of-district students will pay $1290. Out-of state &
international students will pay approximately $1914.

Please contact Admissions & Records if you have questions
about your residency status.

**Please note rates for summer 2012 tuition/fees are subject to change.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change. Program fees arefnndable.
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FUNDING General deadline applicants (January 17) will be sent notifica-
| receive financial aid. Can | use it to pay for study abroad®ions on February 1. A non-refundable deposit of $400 will be
For students receiving financial aid, all funds are handled due by February 8. 50% of the program fee balance is due by

through Higher One. Financial aid funds are applied to stu-  February 15. The remaining balance is due by March 9.
dent accounts the week classes begin. Funds will pay any
tuition/fee balance owed to ACC and remaining funds are What methods of payment are accepted?

released to the student. For most study abroad students, Payment can be made with credit/debit card, money order,
financial aid will be applied and refunded after the studentis check, or cash.
abroad.

You may call (512) 223-7114 to make a credit/debit card pay-
Study abroad students seeking financial aid must submit ment by phone or to make an appointment to pay in person
their summer ACC Financial Aid Application as well as the at the International Programs Office. (Money orders and

FAFSA for the academic year to the Financial Aid Office. This  checks can also be mailed to the International Programs Of-
paperwork is NOT processed through the International Pro-  fice).

grams Office. If you have questions, please contact

Jason Edens of the Financial Aid Office at (512) 223-7949 or  Who do | make my check or money order to?
jedens@austincc.edu Austin Community College.

Other than the Board of Trustees Study Abroad Will my program fee balance show up on my student ac-
Scholarships, are there scholarships that | can apply for? count?

Contact the ACC Foundation by visiting www.austincc.edu/  No. Account records are maintained separateljy by the Inter-
foundatn/ for questions about other scholarships available national Programs Office. Please contact the International

through ACC. Programs Office with questions about your balance.
Visit www.austincc.edu/intstudy/other.php Iy L YFE1S I LIFeyYSyd Fd Fy2iK:
for non-ACC scholarship opportunities. No. Payment must go through the International Programs
Office.
PAYMENT
2KEG AF L R2yQlG KIF @S Sy 2 dzaAWhat¥szhg &fénd folicyddr & G KS LINBINF Y FS§
in full when | apply? All monies paid towards the program fee are
Money is not due at the time of application. A non- non-refundable.
refundable $400 deposit is due within a week of acceptance
notifications. Why are program fees nomefundable?

Monies become non-refundable as soon as the IP Office
When is full payment due for summer 2012 programs?  makes contractual arrangements for services associated with
Early deadline applicants (November 15) will be sent notifica- each study abroad program. Generally, services are procured
tions on December 12. A non-refundable deposit of $400is  starting in the late fall through early spring. Payments for
due by December 19 for accepted students. 50% of the pro-  services falls within the same timeframe. Service prices are

gram fee balance is due by February 15. The remaining bal-  based on group rates set by service providers not individual
ance is due by March 9. rates. Monies you pay towards the program fee are non-
refundable.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.
Program fees are nerefundable.
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AIRFARE
Is airfare included in the program fee?
Yes. The program fee includes a roundtrip group flight.

What is a group flight?
ACC study abroad students will travel to and from the desti-
nation country on the same flight: the “group flight.”

L KI @S GNI @St SR
own flight arrangements?

Group flights are a requirement of each ACC study abroad
program to insure personal safety and travel convenience
while flying to and from the host country.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

What kind of accommodations will | stay in?

While in San Jose, students will stay with host families. While
rooms may be single or multiple occupancy, most rooms are
double occupancy. While on weekend excursions, students
will share hotel rooms. Rooms may be double or multiple oc-
cupancy depending on availability and the number of males
and females in the group.
GAYSaod 2 K@
Can | pick my roommate?
During the spring pre-departure orientation, you will be given
an opportunity to choose a roommate.

OryQid L YIS

My spouse, significant other, or boyfriend/girlfriend is also

| have Frequent Flyer Miles that | want to use. | can even gadrticipating in this study abroad program. Can | room with
on the same flight as the group. Can | use my miles insteathem?

of paying for the airfare in the program fee?

No. Group flights are a requirement of each ACC program.
The program fee includes group flight airfare that is based on
a group discount. A group discount requires a set number of
passengers. In order to qualify for the group discount and
keep the program fee the same for all participants, the num-
ber of passengers cannot be reduced. Changing or reducing
the number of passengers would result in a higher program
fee for all students.

| want to stay abroad and travel after the program ends.
Can | change the date of my ticket?

No. Program participants must travel to and from their
destination country on the same flight.

Accommodations on all ACC study abroad programs are
booked based on the male/female ratio in each group. Group
accommodations are always based on same-sex double/
triple/quadruple room occupancy depending on the type of
accommodations for the program. An imbalance in the male/
female ratio could lead to increased program costs for all par-
ticipants because of unique accommodation needs that fall
outside of the group rate received by ACC. The IP Office main-
tains the right to assign same-sex roommates in order to
maximize the use of students’ funds.

Can | upgrade or change my accommodations if | pay for the
extra cost?

No. Accommodations are arranged by the International Pro-
grams Office and cannot be changed before or during the

One of my friends is also participating in the program. Canprogram. Participants may not make their own arrangements
you make sure we get seated together on the group flight?or make changes to accommodations.

Typically seats are assigned upon check-in, but you may con-

tact the airline directly if you wish to make a request for seat- Why are there rules about accommodations?

ing assignments.

Is my airfare refundable?
No. Airfare is non-refundable.
2KFG AT L R2y Qi aKz2g
International Programs Director Stephanie Amundson at
samundso@austincc.edu

To ensure an equal housing experience for each individual.

PASSPORTS & VISAS
How can | get a passport?
Go to www.travel.state.gov for a passport application and

dzLJ T 2 dedaileddnstidBanxNd/mustE fill duBtlie @piglication and
For information on ACC’s policy for “no shows,” please e-mail

take it along with proof of U.S. citizenship, proof of identify, 1
color passport photo, and corresponding fees to a passport
acceptance facility. To find a passport acceptance facility near

you, visit www.iafdb.travel.state.gov

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change. Program fees arefaondable.
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PASSPORTS & VISAS (continued)

Do | need a visa?
Visa requirements vary depending on your country of citizen-
ship, and the length and reason for your stay.

U.S. citizens on this program will be entering under “tourist”
status and will not require a visa.

If you are not a U.S. citizen, please contact Ellen Aoki at
eaoki@austincc.edu Non-U.S. citizens may need a visa, de-
pending on nationality. Students that need a visa for entry
into the destination country are responsible for applying for
and obtaining the visa by April 30th, 2012. If a student fails to
apply for or fails to receive a visa, any monies paid towards
the program fee are non-refundable.

INSURANCE

Do | need health insurance to participate in a program?
Yes. All study abroad participants will be required to obtain
an ISIC (International Student ID Card). The purchase of the
$22 ISIC includes basic overseas coverage (525,000 benefit
with no deductible for medical emergencies).

Students enrolled in a class at ACC have Student Accident
Insurance. The insurance covers injuries occurring from
school sponsored activities related to the selected classes.
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Will ISIC insurance cover me in the USA?

No. However, Austin Community College offers students the
option of purchasing health insurance from its preferred ven-
dor UnitedHealthcare. The plan is available on an annual,
semester, or monthly basis. Itis a PPO network plan with an
in-network and out of network benefit levels. It includes
benefits for prescription plans. These plan benefits are avail-
able in the United States and do extend to Study Abroad with
certain limitations and exclusions. For complete details
please visit www.uhcsr.com/austincc.

2 KId R2 L R2 a dzNB
cover me overseas?

Contact your insurance provider and ask them if they provide
out-of-country coverage on your plan. Let the provider know

where and when you will be traveling and request that they

send you a letter or email confirming the out-of-area cover-

age.

AT LQY y2i

CELL PHONES J

Will my U.S. cell phone work in Costa Rica?

Check with your service provider. International rates and
roaming charges may apply.

You are responsible for any cell phone charges incurred due
to international travel.

ACC offers an additional source of assistance for study abroad ALCOHOL

program participants. International SOS covers students for
medical emergencies abroad and will pay for medical treat-
ment. These payments will be billed to the student later for
reimbursement. Some of the expenses incurred and paid for
under International SOS may be covered by the Student
Health Insurance Program offered to students by
UnitedHealthcare (see following question).

Possession or consumption of alcohol is not permitted on any
ACC-related event or activity (any event or activity listed on
the program itinerary).

Participants in violation of this policy will be subject to re-
moval from this program. If a student is removed from a pro-
gram, he/she will lose all monies paid and will not be issued
any refunds. He/she will have to return to the US at their own
expense.

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change.

Program fees are nerefundable.
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Withdrawal or Involuntary Removal

If a student withdraws from or is removed from the program
at any time, no monies paid towards the program fee, course
tuition/fees, or other expenses will be refunded.

If a student does not meet program prerequisites by the start
date of the program, he/she will be removed from the pro-
gram due to ineligibility. No monies paid towards the pro-
gram fee, course tuition/fees, or other expenses will be re-
funded.

Board of Trustees Study Abroad Scholarship

If a student receives a Board of Trustees Study Abroad Schol-
arship, $1,000 will be applied towards their final program
balance as of March 9, 2012.

If a student fails to complete minimum credits by the start of
the program, drops/withdraws/fails one or more of the study
abroad program courses, voluntarily terminates participation,
does not comply with ACC’s student code of conduct or study
abroad program rules, or is sent home during a study abroad
program, the student will be billed for the entire amount of
the scholarship.

Program Acceptance Policy

Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and in good aca-
demic standing by the start of the program. Applicants will be
interviewed by the program faculty leader, Todd Phillips. The
interview, combined with the application, will determine the
applicant’s acceptance into the program.

Students must complete all steps in the application process.
Please see page 3 for details.

Students must complete course prerequisites by the time the
program starts. See the “Program Requirements” on the first
page of the FAQ section for additional information.

Independent Travel Policy in Costa Rica

Travel that interferes or conflicts with mandatory program
activities, transportation arrangements, mandatory events,
excursions, class or field trips is not allowed because students
would miss activities that contributed to their academic per-
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formance and grade in each class they are taking.

If there is scheduled free time, meaning no mandatory pro-
gram activities, students can travel on their own. Prior to
travel, students must provide the faculty leader with informa-
tion regarding their intended travel, a contact number, and
arrival/departure times. Students must be on time and pre-
sent for all mandatory program activities.

Program Cancellation

There are a number of reasons a program can be cancelled.
Some examples include, but are not limited to:

1) A program may be cancelled up to the time students are
boarding their flight, if there has been a significant deteriora-
tion in the safety, health and security conditions pertaining to
the group’s travel arrangements or in the sector of the coun-
try or countries where travel is to occur. Examples include
acts of war, terrorism, or widespread civil unrest; an outbreak
of a severe or infectious disease; major disruption of public
utilities or services, or natural disasters such as hurricane or
flood. The decision to cancel the trip will take into considera-
tion information received by the IP Office from EHS&, in-
country U.S. Embassy officials, the appropriate U.S. State De-
partment Desk Officer, and other officials from U.S. agencies,
NGOs, or officials at local colleges and universities;

2) If safety, health, or security conditions deteriorate while
group is in country;

3) A faculty member does not fulfill mandatory duties as out-
lined in call for proposals and program development time-
lines; and/or

4) A program does not meet the minimum number of student
participants to cover program costs.

ACC International Travel Handbook for Study Abroad
Students

Prospective applicants should review the ACC International
Travel Handbook for Study Abroad Students prior to applying.

Program Coordinator
William Hayden
william.hayden@austincc.edu
(512) 223-7114

Student participants must abide by all program rules and regulations.

Program dates, itinerary, and fees are subject to change. Program fees arefnndable.




