AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

IBUS 1305 Syllabus
Instructor

Joe Garvey
Course

Introduction to International Business and Trade



IBUS 1305



Distance Learning course (OPC)
Office hours

Available by appointment
Phone:  512-891-7300




E-mail:  jgarvey@austincc.edu  
Class meets

Distance Learning course via computer and internet.  Class uses Blackboard online.
Course Description

This course focuses on techniques for entering the international marketplace. Emphasis is on the impact and dynamics of sociocultural, demographic, economic, technological, and political-legal factors in the foreign trade environment. Topics include patterns of world trade, internationalization of the firm, and operating procedures of the multinational enterprise.

Textbook

International Business: Strategy, Management, and the New Realities
Author: 
Cavusgil, Knight, Riesenberger

Publisher: 
Pearson/Prentice Hall 

ISBN: 

0-13-173860-7

Waiting in long lines can be avoided by reserving textbooks online for in-store pick-up at any one of ACC’s six bookstores or can be delivered to your home.  Inventory varies from store to store since students do not always purchase at the campus where their classes are taught.  To ensure availability at the bookstore location you prefer, visit the ACC Bookstore web site to reserve your copy of the text at http://www.bkstore.com/austincc
Teaching Method

The course uses an online and distance format, allowing each student to study at his or her preferred schedule.
Objective

The course demonstrates how international business variables affect the trade process.  It aims to highlight the realities of international business; some of its advantages, and its problems, that come when business is conducted on the international stage.

Grading

Test #1
Covers chapter 1-4

=
15 points 


Test #2
Covers chapters 5-12

=
25 points


Test #3
Covers chapters 1-19, 75% weighted toward chapters 13-19
=
30 points


Project


=
20 points


Presentation

=
10 points


Total Points



100 Points

Grading system
A
=
90 – 100 points




B
=
80 – 89 points




C
=
70 – 79 points




D
=
60 – 69 points




F
=
 0 – 59 points

(Instructor may also use a curve.)
Student Withdrawal Policy

It is the responsibility of the student to withdraw from the class. If you are unable to complete this course, because of illness, moving, etc., please officially withdraw from the class. Not withdrawing from the class may result in the receipt of a failing grade. The last day to withdraw is available on the official ACC calendar.

Incomplete policy

The International Business Institute task force has adopted a standardized policy for granting incomplete grades to students. This policy applies in all International Business Institute courses. An incomplete (I) will be granted to a student in rare circumstances. Generally, to receive a grade of I, a student must have completed all examinations and assignments to date, be passing, and have personal circumstances that prevent course completion that occur after the deadline to withdraw with a grade of W.

Tests

Three exams will be administered, and students are able to take the exams at one of the ACC Testing Centers when he or she is ready to do so.  All exams must be completed before the end of the semester, although there are no established exam dates.  Students take the exams when convenient for them—but  before the end of the semester. The exams will cover the material included in the textbook chapters, any handouts and other material, as determined.  Be sure to bring the course abbreviation and number, synonym, section number.  Further Testing Center information can be located at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/.  
Cases

Cases in the book are to be studied and questions should be reviewed. Case information may be included on the examinations.
Semester Project (Project Paper & Project Presentation)

Project Paper
Each student will write a paper/essay on one of the topics outlined on the following page, or an approved topic.  The paper will require research and reading from additional sources in addition to the textbook. The paper is due seven (7) days prior to the end of the semester.  All students are expected to communicate well in writing. Your work will be judged for writing quality (grammar and spelling) as well as for content. Poor writing will result in a lower grade than you might have otherwise received. Two points will be deducted from your grade for each calendar day an assignment is late after its due date. Points will be deducted until a maximum grade of 70 can be earned; points will not be deducted below a grade of 70.
The project paper is to be double-spaced, 10 or 12 point font, with 1 inch margins and a cover sheet.  The paper should be from 7-to-10 text pages in length, with additional pages for exhibits, appendices, etc.  Be sure to reference all of your facts, but you can use any convention to do so that you’d like.  
Helpful writing support can be found at the ACC Library help area.  Specific links include:

http://library.austincc.edu/help/writeproc/
http://library.austincc.edu/help/guides.htm 
Project Presentation

Each student will present their project in a PowerPoint presentation, and make available to the class. The project will be presented as one would make a presentation to colleagues or a briefing to management. Projects are due four (4) days prior to the end of the semester, and will be posted at Blackboard.
The project presentation is to be delivered in PowerPoint and posted on Blackboard (you are to post it yourself) for your fellow students to review.  
ADA Statement 

This college abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Both stipulate that no student shall be denied the benefits of an education "solely by reason of a handicap." Disabilities covered by law include, but are not limited to, learning disabilities and hearing, vision or mobility impairments. If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may require accommodations, please see the campus Office for Students with Disabilities so that such accommodations may be arranged.


Potential Project Topics

· CAFTA—Central American Free Trade Agreement 

· NAFTA—North American Free Trade Agreement
· International business plan

· Impact of multilateral funding sources

· International consulting firm review

· GATT/WTO

· European Union

· Risks for the USA in international business

· Balance of payments

· Why international financial markets have grown so fast?

· Are there problems for a country entering a Common Market?

· The value of import restrictions

· Is international trade espionage the same as domestic trade espionage?

· Will international trade lessen the effectiveness of our national defense policy?

· Global brands vs. multinational brands

· Exploiting Product Life Cycles in international and global marketing.

· Discuss global market entry strategies for a hypothetical product, what are the benefits/risks of one strategy vs. other strategies.

· Is the future of US trade in the international arena or the domestic arena?

· Is internationalism destructive of distinctive cultures?

· Does international trade devalue our ethical standards?

· Compare two companies in the same industry, one that conducts business only on a domestic level, one that conducts business on a global level.  Compare the companies, their relative strengths and weaknesses and the potential future for each company

NOTE:  The topics listed above are only samples, and I encourage you to consider a topic of personal interest.  In addition to these topics, students have studied the international departments of local businesses, established international business plans, considered industry trends, etc.  The project is the place for you to integrate your personal interests into this course.
