English 1302,
 Composition II 



Spring 2009
T Th 4:15 – 5:30 PM, Rm 220, syn 29685 


Dr. David Lydic

SYLLABUS

This second-semester composition course requires credit for English 1301 with a minimum grade of “C” or its equivalent.  Without this credit you cannot remain in the class.  The ACC computer system automatically checks prerequisites when you register, but not all credits are posted to students’ records.  I will let you know if you must bring me proof of prerequisite.

What will NOT work as a prerequisite:  Creative Writing, Technical Writing, Developmental/Remedial English.

If required, you must bring me proof of prerequisite by Feb 4 in order to remain in the class.

Prerequisite proof may be a grade report, an official or unofficial transcript, or any other formal document identifying the school, the course, grade, and your name.  Documents will not work if your name does not appear as an official part of the printout.
Office: Attache 204 (a white two-story building


 
Phones:  RGC 223-3386


across Rio Grande street from the main                                                    home 451-7780


Campus building)                                                                                       (before 9 p.m.)  


There is a pink flamingo in the window                            

      

Mailbox:  Rio Grande main building Rm 204






Email:  lydic@austincc.edu
(messages only; papers may NOT be submitted electronically)

Office Hours:

Mon - Thurs  10:00 - 11:30 AM

or by appointment
Required Texts:
Short Fiction:  Classic and Contemporary, Charles Bohner, ed





6th edition




Analyzing Short Stories, Lostracco & Wilkerson, 7th edition

Recommended:
 The Elements of Style, Strunk & White 




(hints on usage, style, organization; very short)

a dictionary

(every college student ought to have one)
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In the reading assignments listed on the following pages, L&W refers to Lostracco and Wilkerson’s Analyzing Short Stories.  All the stories come from Short Fiction.

CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Jan
20
T
Class Information & Orientation


22
H
Orientation Information




Language & Communication




L&W “Introduction”

 27
T
Central Idea (Theme):  Carver, “Cathedral” (163)  





Reading Quiz 

L&W, Ch. 1

             29       H       Central Idea

Feb
  3
 T
Review of Grammar and Usage



PAPER 1 DUE  on Walker’s “To Hell with Dying” (1127)


   5
  H
Character:  Cather, “Paul’s Case” (202) 





Reading Quiz




L&W, Ch. 2  


   10
 T
Character


   12
 H
Character:  movie of “Paul’s Case”


   17
 T
Conflict:  London, “To Build a Fire” (735)





Reading Quiz




L&W, Ch. 3 




PAPER 2 DUE on Achebe’s “Dead’s Men’s Path” (42)
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19
H
Conflict

24      
T
Workday (no class attendance required; I will be in the classroom)

26
H
Point of View (Narrator):  Wright, “The Man Who was Almost a 






          Man” (1186)







Reading Quiz




L&W, Ch. 4 




PAPER 3 DUE on Kureishi’s “My Son the Fanatic” (693)

March
     3
T
Point of View 


     5    H
Point of View:  movie of “Almos’ a Man”

                10
 T
Setting:  Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues” (84)





Reading Quiz



L&W, Ch. 5

**  Beginning with Paper 4 you may write on any story in either textbook as long as it is not one of the stories over which we have a reading quiz and you have not written on the story before.

PAPER 4 DUE on story of your choice; suggested-- Chopin, “The Story of an Hour” (267)




CHOOSE GRADE PLAN WITH SUBMISSION 




OF PAPER 4

       12
   H
Setting
       
       17    T
SPRING BREAK
                   19    H
SPRING BREAK
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     24     T    Language:  Steinbeck, “The Chrysanthemums” (1051)





Reading Quiz




L&W, Ch. 6




PAPER 5 DUE on story of your choice; suggested--




Allende, “And of Clay We Are Created” (57) 

 
     26
 H 
Language


     31
 T
Language
April
       2
 H
Tone:  Fink, “A Scrap of Time” (411)





Reading Quiz




L&W, Ch. 7




PAPER 6 DUE on story of your choice; suggested--




Porter, “The Grave” (976)

         7
  T
Review




Explanation of “C” Test

 


Paper 7 Due on story of your choice; suggested:




Leavitt, “Gravity” (720)
                    9    H
For “B” Paper-- Evaluation in Writing (attendance required only                  

                                    for students on “B” and “A” grade plans)

For “A” Paper-- Comparison/Contrast in Writing (attendance 

required only for students on “A” grade plan)

L&W, Ch. 8


      14
 T
Workday
I have not identified due dates for the “C” departmental test and the “B” and “A” papers.  Once Paper 7 is accepted, finish the “C” test as soon as possible.  If you are working on a “B” or “A” grade plan, you must finish all assignments previous to that early enough to complete the additional papers.
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            16        H      Workday


21
T       Workday

PAPER 3 MUST BE ACCEPTED BY APRIL 23 (THE FINAL CLASS PERIOD OF THE WEEK PRECEDING THE FINAL WITHDRAWAL DATE) OR YOU WILL BE WITHDRAWN FROM THE CLASS.

IF PAPER 4  IS NOT ACCEPTED BY APRIL 23 A “C” IS THE HIGHEST GRADE YOU MAY EARN IN THE CLASS.
MONDAY, APRIL 27, IS THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW OR BE WITHDRAWN FROM ANY ACC CLASS.   

  




No attendance is required


  23 
 H
Workday

for the workdays April 14-May 7, but I

              28
 T
Workday

will be in the classroom at 


  30       H
Workday

the usual times for conferences


May
    5       T         Workday       

and questions



    7
 H
Workday

**
No more than two assignments may be submitted during the last week (May 4 - 7) of the semester.  An assignment means a paper, a test, or a revision.
**
Thursday, May 7, 5:30 PM, is the deadline to submit any paper, new or revised, or to complete the “C” Test.

ATTENDANCE

Class attendance is required, and I do take roll everyday.  My policy will be to give you four absences with no questions asked.  Upon the fifth absence, you will be withdrawn from the class.

I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  If you tell me you went to the doctor, got sick, tended a sick relative, went to a funeral, had to work, had a car accident, I have no reason to disbelieve you.  You don’t need to bring me a doctor’s note or death certificate.  Every absence, however, counts as an absence.

I understand there may be times when you must come in, take a reading quiz, and leave.  This will count as an absence.

If you have special problems with attending a class, please speak to me about them as early as possible.
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GRADING

The basic grading categories of “Accepted,” “Rewrite,” “Revise,” and “Edit” are outlined in your departmental syllabus.  Additionally, for my class you choose your own grade plan (with the submission of Paper 4) and I evaluate the remainder of your work against that standard.

Once you declare and begin working on a chosen grade plan, you may lower your grade plan but cannot raise it.

Students attempting to earn a “B” or “A” grade, therefore, will do more assignments and do them at a higher level.

REVISING

Papers 1-7 can theoretically be revised or rewritten as many times as it takes to get them accepted.  Later in the semester, however, if you have to rewrite a paper several times, it may show that you are on a grade plan that is too high.

The “C” Test may be revised if time allows.  Be sure to check back on the “C” Test after you have taken it.

For the “B” paper (for “B” and “A” grade plans) you have two chances to have it accepted.  If it is not acceptable at your chosen grade plan on the second attempt, you will receive a “C” as your final course grade.

For the “A” paper you must have it accepted the first time.  If it is not an “A” level with the first submission, you will receive a “B” as your final course grade.

WITHDRAWALS

I will withdraw you for absences as explained in the section titled “Attendance” on the preceding page.  It is your responsibility to withdraw if you are falling too far behind.  Note the importance of sequencing your papers, the restrictions in the number of assignments possible during the last week, and the difficulty of receiving an incomplete.

READING QUIZZES

To encourage daily preparation, I will give seven reading quizzes during the semester, one quiz over each of the short stories assigned on the calendar for class discussion.  These quizzes consist of six very straightforward questions, worth two points each,
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designed to test simply whether you have carefully read the material.  If you accumulate a score of 68 or better (out of a possible 84), you are exempt from doing Paper 7.  THIS
EXEMPTION USUALLY MEANS THE DIFFERENCE IN A LETTER GRADE FOR THE COURSE.

Scoring fewer than 50 points on the reading quizzes (excluding extra credit) limits your final course grade to “C.”

Reading quizzes cannot be made up if missed.
PAPER SUBMISSION FORMAT

1.  Type if possible.  If not, write neatly in ink.

2.  Have a cover page with the following information--


Your name

            Class meeting time **very important

My name


Title of story discussed


Number of paper


Date of submission


Title of course


A label of “Revision,” “Edit,” or “Rewrite” if appropriate
3.  Put your last name on each page

4.  Number each page

5.  Double-space

6.  Staple the paper (no paper clips, safety pins, or fancy corner tears, please); no presentation covers.

I will not have a stapler with me in the classroom, so please arrive in class with the paper already stapled and ready to submit.

**7.  Any revision, rewrite, or edit must be accompanied by the previously graded copy of the paper before I will grade it.

INCOMPLETES

The school provides for grades of incomplete to be given to some students.  This “I” means you have until about 10 days before the end of the semester following this one to finish the course.

In Composition II you must complete Paper 5 before you are eligible to receive an “I.”  But an “I” is never automatic, and I seldom give them.  You must always discuss it with me first, and there is a departmental contract we must complete and sign.
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EXPECTATIONS

I have found it necessary to remind students of other expectations I have:


1.  I expect you to be here on time.


2.  I expect you to remain the whole time.  If any matter arises requiring you to 

     leave before the end of the period, please tell me before class begins.


    Coming in too late or leaving too early may result in your being charged with 

    an absence. 

3.  I expect not to have to talk over private conversations in class. 


4.  I expect you to use courteous conduct in class. For example, once I have finished taking roll and begun class, don’t come up to the desk to pick up or submit papers or to pick up handouts; wait until class is over.  If you come late to class, enter and be seated with a minimum of disruption.
5.  I expect you to have the appropriate book(s) with you each class meeting.

PORTABLE ELECTRONICS IN CLASS

TURN OFF THE PHONES OR LEAVE THEM BEHIND

Do not let a phone ring in this class.

Do no use your phone/Blackberry/any electronic device in any way during class.
Laptop computers may be used only on the first two rows of the classroom.

LIMIT ON NUMBER OF COURSE WITHDRAWALS
The Texas Legislature has passed a law stating that students entering college for the first time beginning fall 2007 are limited to six course withdrawals in their undergraduate years.  This also applies to all courses transferred to ACC from any Texas public institution of higher education.  The law provides for some exceptions.  A W may not count for  students withdrawing from courses under certain circumstances (illness, accident).  Also, withdrawals from certain kinds of courses (Developmental) may not count toward the maximum of six.  Check the student handbook or with an advisor or counselor for a complete list of exceptions. 
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If I attempt to drop you from this class but am unable to do so because you already have the maximum six withdrawals, you will receive an F in the course.

It is your responsibility to know how many W’s you have on your record. 
