English 2342, synonym 29843



Spring 2009
Introduction to Literature, Genre Survey


Instructor:  Dr. David Lydic

TTh 12 – 1:15 p.m.   RGC A255
SYLLABUS

Prerequisites

This sophomore literature course requires credit for English 1301 and 1302 or their equivalents.  The grade in English 1302 must be at least a “C.”  Without these credits you cannot remain in the class.   Where possible, I have checked your prerequisites on the ACC computer.  Not all credits are posted to students’ records, however, and I will let you know if you must bring me proof of prerequisite.

If required, you must bring me proof of prerequisite by Feb 4 in order to remain in the class.

Prerequisite proof may be a grade report, an official or unofficial transcript, a transcript evaluation form, or any other formal document identifying the school, the course, grade, and your name.  Documents will not work if your name does not appear.____________________________                                                       
Office: Attache 204 (a white two-story building


 
Phones:  RGC 223-3386

across Rio Grande street from the main                                                    home 451-7780

Campus building)                                                                                       (before 9 p.m.)  

There is a pink flamingo in the window                            

      

Mailbox:  RGC main building Rm 204 

Email:  lydic@austincc.edu
(for messages only; papers may NOT be sent electronically)
Office Hours:  M – Th 10:00 – 11:30 AM or by appointment
Required Texts:  Literature:  An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, edited by

  Kennedy and Gioia, 10th edition (available in the ACC and other area   

  bookstores)


   Things Fall Apart, by Chinua Achebe (any edition will do; begin

                            searching area bookstores)

Recommended Texts:  dictionary (everyone ought to have one)

Elements of Style, Strunk and White
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Calendar of Assignments and Class Meetings
Jan       20  T
Orientation and Class Information

22  H
Language and Literature



“My Papa’s Waltz,” Roethke (674)



“For A Lady I know,” Cullen (675)



“Harlem” (aka “Dream Deferred”), Hughes (1037)



“Ozymandias,” Shelley (996)

           27  T
“Reading a Poem” (659)

“Song” (787 - 804) esp “Ballads” (793 - 796)
          29   H
“Words” (706 - 726)

Feb       3   T
“Saying and Suggesting” (731 - 739)



“Imagery” (743 - 757)
             5  H 
“Figures of Speech” (766 - 784)

10  T 
Theme:  Death and Mortality



“Out, Out,” Frost (667)



“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night,” Thomas (867)



“I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died,” Dickinson (1018)



“Because I Could Not Stop for Death,” Dickinson (1019)



“To An Athlete Dying Young,” Houseman (1124)



“Death Be Not Proud,” Donne (1101)


12  H
 “Sound” (808 - 825)

17  T   Student Poems

Poems must be at least 50 words long.  Bring copies for each student.  Identify the poem’s author and yourself as reader by writing it on the copy.

Practice reading.  You don’t want to read as if you’ve never seen the poem.  

Reading a poem will add 5 points to your reading quiz total.  Poems can only be read during this class period; there are no make-up days.
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19  H   Review for Major Exam on Poetry

If writing a paper, read “Writing About Literature” (2051), “Writing About a Poem,” (2101), and the sample student essay “Word Choice, tone, and Point of View in Roethke’s ‘My Papa’s Waltz’” (702)


24  T
MAJOR EXAM ON POETRY

26  H
The Elements of Fiction

POETRY ANALYTIC OR CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE
March
   3   T
 “The Lottery,” Jackson (239)  Reading Quiz (10 pts)
  5   H
 “Everyday Use,” Walker (443) Reading Quiz (10 pts)
 “Girl,” Kincaid (578) Reading Quiz (5 pts)
“Everyday Use” and the Black Power Movement (453)

 10   T
“The Chrysanthemums,” Steinbeck (231) Reading Quiz (10 pts)


“An Analysis of Symbolism in Steinbeck’s ‘The Chrysanthemums’” (256)


 12  H
“Tell-Tale Heart,” Poe (413) Reading Quiz (10 pts)


“The Story of an Hour,” Chopin (523) Reading Quiz (5 pts)


Poe on Writing (three sections—417 - 419)



Three essays on Poe (419, 421, & 422)


17   T
Spring Break


19   H
Spring Break

24   T
“Harrison Bergeron,” Vonnegut (220) Reading Quiz (10 pts)
            26   H
“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas,” LeGuin (248) Reading Quiz
(10 pts)
MONDAY, APRIL 27, IS THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW OR BE WITHDRAWN FROM ANY ACC CLASS.  YOU MUST WITHDRAW YOURSELF FROM THIS CLASS IF YOU THINK IT NECESSARY.  I WILL NOT WITHDRAW STUDENTS FOR LACK OF PROGRESS OR POOR PERFORMANCE.
I WILL WITHDRAW STUDENTS FOR EXCESSIVE ABSENCES.

31   T
“The Moths,” Viramontes (649)  Reading Quiz (10 pts)
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April
   2  H
Review for Major Exam on Short Fiction

If you are writing a paper, read “Writing About a Story” (2075) 

   7  T
Major Exam on Short Fiction
   9  H  Workday (no class attendance required; I will be in the classroom for 

            questions)
             14   T   The Tragedy of Othello, Shakespeare (1368)  Reading Quiz (15 pts)
          “Reading a Play” (1223)


“Evaluating a Play” (1759)



“The Theater of Shakespeare, ” “Note on Othello” (1365, 1367)

SHORT FICTION ANAYLYTIC OR CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT  DUE

  16  H
Othello

  21  T 
Othello
If you are writing a paper, read “Writing About a Play” (2126) and the sample student essay “Othello:  Tragedy or Soap Opera?” (1671)

The only play we discuss in class is Othello, but the Drama exam will also have questions over Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman (1763).  You may therefore take your exam on Othello only or on both plays.
If you discuss Death of a Salesman, you are also responsible for reading Miller’s essay “Tragedy and the Common Man” (1833), which will be covered on the exam.

You also may choose to write your Drama analytic paper on Death of a Salesman.
23   H   Review for Major Exam on Drama


28   T
Major Exam on Drama

30   H   Things Fall Apart, Achebe Reading Quiz (20 pts)
DRAMA ANALYTIC OR CREATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE
May        5  T
Things Fall Apart
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7 H  Things Fall Apart
    12    T  Workday  (no class)
    14    H   Workday (no class)

I will not be on campus May 11 – 14.
Thursday, May 14, 5 PM   NOVEL ANALYTIC PAPER DUE; also final due date for 
any paper revisions.  Submit papers to my RGC mailbox in the main building rm 204 so the staff can stamp them with the date and time.
ATTENDANCE
Class attendance is required.  I do take roll everyday.  My policy is to give you four absences with no questions asked.  After the fourth absence, I will begin deducting points from your final grade-- one point on the 12-point scale for each day missed after the fourth absence (e.g., from B+ to B or C- to D+).  I will deduct points through seven absences.  After the seventh absence, you will be withdrawn from the class.  If your seventh absence occurs after the final day to withdraw, I will continue to deduct a point from your final grade for each additional absence.

I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  If you tell me you went to the doctor, got sick, tended a sick relative, went to a funeral, had to work, had a car accident, etc., I will believe you.  You don’t need to bring me any proof of the reason for your absence.  You were still absent, however, and it will always count as an absence.

If you come in, take a reading quiz, and leave this will count as an absence and the reading quiz will not count.  

WITHDRAWALS

I will not withdraw you for lack of progress or poor performance.  It is your responsibility to do so.  I will withdraw you for excessive absences.

The final withdrawal date for this semester is April 27.  If you are in the class after that date you must receive a performance grade.
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GRADING REQUIREMENTS AND OPTIONS

(1) No more than one creative option may be taken;

(2) You must write at least two analytic papers, one of which must be done on the novel;

(3) You must take at least one of the three major exams;

(4) You must have an assignment completed for each of the four units (poetry, short story, drama, novel);

(5) You may count only one assignment for each of the four units.

In the final analysis, you have three possible combinations of assignments:

(1) One major exam, two analytic papers, one creative paper;

(2) Two major exams, two analytic papers;

(3) One major exam, three analytic papers.

Final grades are computed in the following way:

20% = reading quizzes

80% = papers and exams (20% each)

DUE DATES
The major exam for each unit is given in class on dates designated in the class calendar.

If you do not take a unit’s major exam, the analytic or creative writing assignment for that unit is due two class days after the exam, as indicated in the class calendar.  One full grade level will be deducted for each calendar day after that until the paper is submitted (e.g., from A- to B+ or C+ to C).

No make-ups will be given for major exams or reading quizzes.
REVISIONS

One analytic or creative paper may be revised on time.  The revision may not raise your grade at all, it may raise the grade a maximum of one full grade level (e.g. from B- to A- or D+ to C+), or it may raise the grade a portion (e.g., from B- to B or B- to B+).

A revision will never lower you grade.
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Any revision must be accompanied by the previously graded paper before I can grade it.  Corrections and changes must be highlighted.
AVERAGING PROCEDURE

The papers are given letter grades and tests number grades.  They are computed at semester’s end with the following twelve-point scale:

12
A+
98-100

11
A
94-97

10
A-
90-93

  9
B+
88-89

  8
B
84-87
  7
B-
80-83

  6
C+
78-79

  5
C
74-77

  4
C-
70-73

  3
D+
68-69

  2
D
64-67

  1
D-
60-63

 -5
F
59 and below

-15

A paper never submitted or a major exam never taken

READING QUIZZES

The reading quizzes total 115 points.  They are valued as follows:

A+
105-115

A
101-104

A-
  96-100

B+
  90-95

B
  85-89

B-
  80-84

C+
  75-79
C
  70-74

C-
  65-69

D+
  60-64

D
  55-59

D- 
  50-54

F
  49 and below
If you come in, take a reading quiz, and leave this will count as an absence and the reading quiz will not count.  
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PAPER SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Type if possible.  If not, write neatly in ink.

2.  Have a cover page with the following information:

Title of paper

Your name

My name

Course

Date submitted

Label of “revision” if appropriate

3. Number your pages (not the cover page).

4. Staple your paper (no paper clips, no safety pins, no fancy origami corner tears).  Staple your paper before you come to class.  I will not have a stapler with me.

Papers may NOT be submitted electronically.
DOCUMENTING YOUR WRITING

In order to be enrolled in this class you have already taken at least six hours of college English.  I assume, therefore, that you have some experience handling quotations appropriately and documenting sources.  I assume you know how to avoid plagiarism.  This is a literature class, not a writing class, so we will spend very little time reviewing skills of researching and documenting.  If you are unsure about how to handle sources in your paper, see me or consult a textbook or manual
PORTABLE ELECTRONICS IN CLASS

TURN OFF THE PHONES OR LEAVE THEM BEHIND

Do not let a phone ring in this class.

Do no use your phone/Blackberry/any electronic device in any way during class.
Laptop computers may be used only on the first two rows of the classroom.
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INCOMPLETES
The college provides for grades of incomplete to be given to some students.  This “I” means you have some period of time arranged between you and your teacher to finish the course.

In this literature course, you must have completed two major assignments before you are eligible to receive an “I.”  But an “I” is never automatic and I seldom give them.  You
must always discuss it with me first, and there is a departmental contract we must complete and sign.

EXPECTATIONS

I have found it necessary to remind students of other expectations I have:

1. I expect you to be here on time.

2. I expect you to remain the whole time.  If any matter arises requiring you to leave before the end of the class period, tell be before class begins.  Coming in to late or leaving too early may result in your being charged with an absence.

3. I expect not to have to talk over private conversations in class.

4. I expect you to use courteous conduct in class.  For example, once I have finished    

      taking roll and begun class, don’t come up to the desk to pick up or submit a      

      paper or to pick up a handout.  Wait until class is over.  If you come late to class, 
      enter and be seated with a minimum of disruption. 
5.  I expect you to have the appropriate book with you in each class meeting.
I expect you to enjoy the reading, enjoy the discussion, and to enjoy literature a little bit more when you leave the class.

LIMIT ON NUMBER OF  COURSE WITHDRAWALS
The Texas Legislature has passed a law stating that students entering college for the first time beginning fall 2007 are limited to six course withdrawals in their undergraduate years.  This also applies to all courses transferred to ACC from Texas public institutions of higher education.  The law provides for some exceptions.  A W may not count for students withdrawing from courses under certain circumstances (illness, accident).  Also, withdrawals from certain kinds of courses (Developmental) may not count toward the maximum of six.  Check the student handbook for a complete list of exceptions. 

If I attempt to drop you from this class but am unable to do so because you already have the maximum six withdrawals, you will receive an F in the course.

It is your responsibility to know how many W’s you have on your record. 
