PAPER ASSIGNMENTS

 PAPER 1
Write a 500 word paper that is an expressive narrative with descriptive elements.  Using first person point of view, tell a story with characters about an event that happened to you that has affected you significantly.  Your story will have a climax and resolution.  It may have dialogue and will use descriptive detail to make your story vivid and specific.  Choose an event that changed you, matured you, or helped make you the person you are today.  Comment on how the event affected you.  

Read the Introduction and Chapters 1, 2, 6, & 7 in Purpose, Pattern, and Process

A possible format for paper 1 might be the following:

     Paragraph 1—a brief discussion of what the event is and its importance to you

     Paragraphs 2,3,4—a retelling of the event in chronological order

     Paragraph 5—discussion of how the event affected you

     Paragraph 6—conclusion with restatement of the event’s importance to you

PAPER 2

Write a 600 word paper that is referential and explanatory.  You will focus on giving information in a factual, objective manner and explaining your subject clearly.  Choose a subject you are familiar with from work, hobbies or an academic course.  Possible topics are a key concept, idea or object at your work or in a course you’ve taken, or a narration of process telling the reader how to do something.  You will explain your subject to an audience that has no knowledge of the subject.  It is not necessary to research this assignment or use an outside source; however, if any outside source is used, indicate what it is in the text of your paper in order to avoid scholastic dishonesty.  You are writing an extended definition, a factual description, or a narration of process.

Read Chapter 4 and review Chapter 7 in your text.

A possible format:

     Paragraph 1—brief description of concept, idea, object, or process

     Paragraphs 2,3,4—discussion, description of main aspects of subject or steps in process

     Paragraph 5—conclusion which sums up key aspects of subject

PAPER 3

Write a 750 word persuasive paper in which you argue your position on one of the following issues:  animal rights, gun control, the death penalty, or gay marriage.  Persuade your reader that your position is correct by giving evidence and examples (at least 3) which support your thesis.  If you use any source other than your own observation, you must cite the source in order to avoid scholastic dishonesty.

Read carefully Chapter 3 in your text.

A possible structure:

     Paragraph 1—introduction with thesis statement

     Paragraph s 2,3,4—evidence/examples that support your judgment

     Paragraph 5—conclusion which sums up evidence and restates thesis

PAPER 4

Write a 1000 word research paper that is informative and analytical and which has at least 5 printed sources.  These sources may be books, magazines, journals, newspapers, brochures, encyclopedias, or internet sources.  Choose for a topic a person, place, animal or thing that interests you.

You must use the MLA system of documentation and have a works cited list.  The Research Paper Guide provided by your instructor (and which is also available in ACC libraries), Easy Writer, and the LRS website http://library.austincc.edu/help/mla all have information on the MLA documentation style.  You may want to go to the tutoring lab on any campus for help with documentation.  You must document all specific information whether quoted or paraphrased using parenthetical documentation.
Do not include personal opinion or experience in the research paper.  You must include a cover sheet with your name, paper title, and paper number (4).  Also, include a separate Works Cited page.

Review Chapter 4, and read Chapter 5 in text.

A possible format:

     Paragraph 1—introduction and thesis

     Paragraphs 2,3,4—discussion of major points with details and examples

     Paragraph 5—conclusion

***NOTE:  If a research paper is turned in with any documentation style other than the MLA, the paper will be marked “Unaccepted,” and a new paper, on a different topic, must be submitted.
PAPER 5

Write a 750 word paper that is a referential analysis.  Choose either an essay from your text or a non-fiction magazine article for your subject.  Your essay will be a critique (that is an analysis of another piece of writing) that focuses on technique as well as content.  Indicate the author and title of the essay (and title of magazine if applicable) in a complete sentence in your first paragraph.  Note:  titles of magazines are underlined, while titles of essays and articles are put in “quotation marks.”

Review Chapters 4 & 5, and read Chapter 8 in your test.

Avoid first person commentary (comments such as “I think” or “I believe”) about the article.  You are analyzing the author’s content and technique.

A possible structure for the paper:

     Paragraph 1—introduction which includes the author, title of essay, title of magazine, brief summary 

                             of  the main points in the essay, and a statement of the main point or thesis of essay.

     Paragraph 2—discussion of article’s main purpose: expressive, literary, persuasive, or referential;

                              Identify the characteristics or traits of the purpose which appear;  then directly

                              quote or refer in your own words to passages from the essay which illustrate those

                               characteristics.

     Paragraph 3—discussion of the secondary purpose of the essay, in which you name the secondary

                             purpose, identify the characteristics or traits of the secondary purpose which

                             appear, and then directly quote or refer in your own words to passages from the

                             essay which illustrate those characteristics.

     Paragraph 4--  discussion of the article’s patterns of organization: narration,

                             description, evaluation, classification, or comparison/contrast with examples.

     Paragraph 5—a conclusion which evaluates the essay by explaining how well the author achieved his

                             .purpose(s) and used the patterns.  Identify the essay’s strengths and/or weaknesses.

C test

After the above 5 papers are accepted, you will be issued a permit by your instructor to take the C test in the Testing Center.  Given an essay to read and analyze, you will write a paper that is a referential evaluation.  You will  (1.) summarize the essay and state the author’s thesis;  (2.)  discuss the purposes used in the essay (expressive, literary, persuasive, referential);  (3.)  discuss the patterns of organization used in the essay (narration, description, evaluation, comparison/contrast, definition);  (3.) evaluate the essay and discuss if it is well-written, using examples to support your comments.  You have two opportunities to pass the C test.   If it is not passed on the first testing, you have one chance to re-test.  This test is the same type paper as Paper #5.

B paper

Write an 800 word persuasive problem-solving paper.  Explain a problem that exists at your job, home,  ACC, or in Austin.  Propose a solution and develop arguments for it.  Your first paragraph will explain the problem.  The second paragraph will detail a solution, and subsequent paragraphs will give reasons for accepting your solution.  Your final paragraph will be a conclusion which reiterates your claim or thesis (without repeating it word for word), emphasizes the importance of your proofs or examples, and appeals to the emotions of the reader.  Review Chapter 3 in the text.  The paper should be free of major errors (comma splices, fused sentences, fragments, and verb errors) and have no more than a few minor errors.  You will need to proofread your own paper.
A paper

Write a 1000 word referential paper in which you compare and contrast two periodical articles that are written on a similar topic.  Choose non-fiction articles and include a copy of each with your paper.  Papers are either accepted or not accepted.  There are no  rewrites on A papers.

Suggested format:

     Paragraph 1—summarize and state thesis of essay #1 (100 words maximum)

     Paragraph 2—summarize and state thesis of essay #2 (100 words maximum)

     Paragraph 3—discuss and give examples of the purpose(s) in each essay (expressive, literary, 

                             persuasive, referential)

      Paragraph 4—discuss and give examples of the patterns of organization in each essay (narration,

                             description, evaluation, classification, comparison/contrast)

      Paragraph 5—objectively evaluate the essays stating which is better written and explain why (or you          

                              may explain how both are equally well-written). 
NOTE:  Since this is a referential paper, you must avoid using first person commentary such as “I think” or “I feel,” etc.

