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Points:  50

Objective:  Student will demonstrate the ability to identify controversial medical issues in a film, summarize the primary theme from the film and present their thoughts and opinions about the pro’s and con’s of the issue(s) presented.

Introduction

In every day life and through out your studies in Medical Technology you are presented with thought provoking ethical issues and dilemmas.  For example, fetal stem cell research is a controversial topic due to the source of the stem cells.  Yet what if their use could cure diseases such as Multiple Sclerosis or heal spinal cord injuries so people can walk and use their arms again?
As an exercise in forming opinions on medical ethics you are to watch a film and determine what the ethical issue is and defend both the positive (pro) and negative (con) aspects of the issue presented.  As a scientist you must realize that laboratory testing you perform impacts the patient.  A woman may discover based on a laboratory test that her fetus has Down’s syndrome and she chooses to abort based on that test.  What if the test was performed incorrectly and a health fetus was aborted?  You are to look beyond the results of the laboratory test and think about the impact the results have on the patient.
1. Watch the movie “And the Band Played On”.  There is a copy of the movie available at the Eastview library or you may rent a copy.  NOTE:  If this film does not appeal to you may rent a movie with a controversial medically based them. Instructor approval is required.
2. Write a paper according to the following guidelines.

a. The paper must be a minimum of TWO pages, double spaced, one inch margins, 12 point Times New Roman font.

b. Page one, brief summary of the film.

c. Page two

i. If you viewed “And the Band Played On” describe the controversial issues in the film and your opinions.
ii. If you chose another film state your opinion of the controversial topic portrayed by the film and your opinions.

3. Submit by due date – refer to course schedule.

a. One day late 10 points deducted.

b. One week late 25 points deducted.

c. More than 1 week zero credit.

