Course Project
Clinical Laboratory Tour – 100 points
Final Report Due Sunday, August 7
This project is a major component of MLAB 1101 – Introduction to Clinical Laboratory Science.  Each student is asked to visit a working clinical laboratory and write a report that is a minimum of four (4) word-processed pages, single-spaced.  The following is a step-by-step outline of the project:

1. Arrange a tour of a clinical laboratory

Austin-area students are strongly encouraged to come to a tour arranged by the instructor (date and time to be posted the first week of class or earlier).  You will be joined by a staff member from the laboratory, who will conduct the tour and be available for questions and answers.

If you are not able to join the pre-scheduled tour OR if you live some distance from Austin, you will be required to arrange a clinical laboratory tour on your own.  Please contact your instructor via email or phone for assistance with finding a clinical laboratory and scheduling your tour.

2. What to wear
Please dress professionally, as if you were already working at a clinical laboratory.  

DO’s:

a. Wear slacks or a skirt that is at or below the knee.

b. Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes with socks or other hosiery. Clean sneakers are fine!
c. Use good hygiene before you come.  I.E., clean hair and nails, no body or mouth odor, etc.

DON’Ts:

a. Wear a skirt that is above the knee.

b. Wear sandals, flip-flops, or other open-toed shoes.

c. Wear body piercings, except for one pair of small earrings.

d. Wear clothing that is too revealing or that shows any midriff.

e. Wear jeans, even if they are not blue.
f. Wear a T-shirt with any picture or writing on it.

3. Be Prepared

A worksheet is included at the end of this document.  Bring that, along with some additional paper with a hard backing (like a spiral notebook) and a pen.  Review the required elements of your report before you go on tour.  (See the “Writing the Project Report” document under the Course Project icon) 

4. Examples of Questions to Ask (It is NOT necessary to ask all these questions; they are examples only.)
a. How did you get into the clinical laboratory field?

b. What do you view as the role of the laboratory in patient care?

c. Do you have interaction with patients at this or a previous job?

d. What was your first job in the clinical laboratory?

e. What is the most difficult part of your job here?

f. What are the chances for advancement in the clinical lab?

g. Are you afraid of contracting a disease while working with blood samples?

h. Where did you go to school to be qualified to work in this field?

Clinical Laboratory Tour Project Worksheet
Name of Laboratory & Address:

Laboratory Staff

	Name
	Credentials (MLT, MT, CLS, etc.)
	Title (Administrator, Department Head, Technologist/Technician, etc.)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Laboratory Departments
	Department
	Instruments Noted (if any)
	Examples of Tests Performed

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Space to write observations/impressions:
