Course Project

Clinical Laboratory Tour

Writing the Final Report 

Due Wednesday, March 7
Using information from the clinical laboratory tour and any research you do on your own from the Internet, an interview with a clinical laboratory professional, or any other documented source, write a minimum four page report (double-spaced, excluding cover sheet), addressing the following.  All major headings should be included in your Report.  Not ALL questions need to be addressed, but the more information you provide, the better your grade!
It is a GREAT idea to look at the Grade Sheet (found under Course Project in Blackboard) used for grading this Report.  It will give you a good idea about how to write the report.

1. Laboratory Name and Address (Include the name of the main person that led your tour.)

2. Laboratory Overview
How is the laboratory laid out?  Are the departments in separate rooms or locations or all in one big room?  Does the lab have a “core” or “stat” lab?  Is there an intake or accessioning area for lab specimens that enter the laboratory?  Is the blood processing done in one common area or do the individual departments process their own specimens?  Is this laboratory a waived, moderately-complex or highly-complex lab, under the CLIA regulations?  Are safety equipment and PPE readily available in the laboratory?
3. Staffing

About how many personnel does the lab employ?  What is the mix of medical technologists (or clinical laboratory scientists) to medical laboratory technicians (or clinical laboratory technicians)?  Does the laboratory employ phlebotomists or does the professional staff draw all the blood?  Does this particular laboratory have openings for new MLTs at this time?  If no, how often do openings come up?  Who heads this laboratory?  Is there a pathologist on-site at all times?
4. Patients

For which patients does this lab perform laboratory testing (in-patients or out-patients)?  Is there a particular type of testing this laboratory does or is it a general mix of lab testing?  Is this a reference laboratory?  If so, from where are the specimens delivered and by whom?  
5. Instrumentation

Name and describe as many as possible of the pieces of equipment used.  What testing is performed on the instruments?
6. Reporting of Patient Test Results

Are results entered into a computer database or all results hand-written?  If computer based, how are the results transmitted to the physician?  Does the technician or technologist enter all the results, or do some of the results transmit directly into the computer from the instrumentation?

7. Summary

Write a summary of your observations and impressions of this clinical laboratory.  

How your Clinical Laboratory Tour Report will be graded:

	Grading Area
	Points Possible
	Points Awarded
	Instructor Comments

	Cover sheet is included, citing name and location of laboratory, along with laboratory contact person’s name and title
	5
	
	

	All seven (7) major headings are included in the report
	30
	
	

	Each major heading is thoroughly covered for this laboratory
	40
	
	

	Additional research for the report is included, such as Internet resources, visits to other laboratories, interview with laboratory professional, etc. 
	5
	
	

	Length of the summary is adequate but is not too lengthy
	5
	
	

	Grammar and spelling are 100% correct
	10
	
	

	Report is neatly word-processed
	5
	
	

	Total

	100
	
	


