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• What are we doing now?
• For whom?

• How did we get to this?

• What’s the formative question?

• What are our main challenges?

• What products can we share with you?
• Website and applets



What are we doing now?

• Have students engage with 

• thinking about concepts

• making connections, 

• different strategies of thinking 

as soon as possible in their classes with us.

• Not so much emphasis on traditional developmental math topics.



For whom?

• For students going to Math for Liberal Arts 
and Elementary Statistics

• Not for STEM students



How did we get to this?

• Statway from the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
Pathways  

• New Math Pathways from the Charles A Dana Center

• Our own course, “Developing Mathematical Thinking” which we started in 
2010.

(Texas has a statewide mandate that by Fall 2015 all community colleges 
provide pathways like these.)



What’s the formative question?

What do the “A students” already know, 

but the “C students” don’t seem to get?

Re-interpreted as: 

What do the “A students” already know (or with minimal instruction,) but the 

“C students” don’t seem to get (even with some instruction)?



What are our main challenges?

• Difficult to get students to take developmental math pathways courses if 
they aren’t required to take developmental math.

• Difficult to get advisers to put developmental math students into these 
courses since it it’s completely clear that the student won’t change their 
career plan to be one in a STEM field.

• Also, some of the students who aren’t required to take developmental math 
are weak on some of the crucial skills needed.



As we refine the materials we’re using in these developmental 
pathways courses,

also provide materials for students to use outside of class 

to reinforce  these same “habits of mind” and skills around which 
our new developmental classes are built.

And then make them available to students before and during their 
college-level classes.



Website

Find the URL  from   http://www.austincc.edu/mparker/talks/

Or just email me:  mparker@austincc.edu
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