First-Day Handout for Students

MATD 0360 Topics in Developmental Mathematics

Session:  Fall 2008 / Spring 2009 / Summer 2009
	Synonym and Section:
	Time:
	Campus and Room:

	Instructor:
	

	Office Number:
	Office Hours:

	Office Phone:
	

	Email:
	How to arrange other times by appointment:




Course Description:  This course surveys a variety of mathematical topics needed to prepare students for the college-level courses MATH 1332, 1342, and MATH 1333. It also covers most TSI mathematics topics. Topics include the arithmetic of integers and rational numbers, evaluating expressions and formulas, calculator use, problem-solving using data interpretation and analysis, informal geometry, pattern recognition, percentages, ratio and proportion, measurements, algebraic techniques for solving linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations, rational equations, systems of equations, etc. Students who need to prepare for MATH 1314 College Algebra, MATH 1324 Math for Business & Economics, MATH 1316 Trigonometry, etc., should take MATD 0370 (Elementary Algebra) and MATD 0390 (Intermediate Algebra) rather than this course. The same course is offered in a one hour (0160) and two hour (0260) format. Prerequisites: A passing grade of C or better in MATD 0330 (Basic Math Skills) or an acceptable score on the ACC assessment test. (DVM 1163)

Required Text:  Developmental Mathematics, 7th edition, by Bittinger and Beecher    

Text alone:  ISBN-10: 0321331923    |   ISBN-13:9780321331922

Text with MyMathLab:  ISBN-10: 0321504569        |         ISBN-13: 9780321504562
Required Supplemental Materials:  Scientific calculator. Cost is between $5-$15.  Although you will not need all the features of such a calculator in this course, you will need several of them in your later math courses.  If you will be taking the statistics class later, you will need two-variable statistics on your calculator.  If you will be taking the Math for Measurement later, you will need trigonometric functions on your calculator.  Many, but not all, calculators in this price range have both of these types of functions.

Optional Supplemental Materials:  MyMathLab is an online supplement for the course, including multimedia instruction with animations, tutorials, and diagnostic materials.  Access to it comes packaged free with new textbooks and, for those who purchase used textbooks, is available online [www.mymathlab.com] and in the bookstore (ISBN 0-321-19991-X) for about $44.95.  For this course, the course ID number is acc36680, unless your instructor gives you a different ID number.    

Instructional Methodology:  This course is taught in the classroom as a lecture/discussion course.  

Course Rationale:  This course is designed to review many of the topics from high school algebra and geometry courses.   It also covers some topics in statistics and general problem-solving.  It is not designed to cover algebra extensively.   The purpose of the course is to prepare students to take MATH 1332, Topics in Mathematics; MATH 1333, Mathematics for Measurement; or MATH 1342, Elementary Statistics. This course will not prepare students for MATH 1314, College Algebra, or MATH 1324, Math for Business and Economics, nor is it appropriate preparation for MATD 0390, Intermediate Algebra. Students who wish to prepare for Physics, Chemistry, Electronics, College Algebra, Math for Business and Economics, or Trigonometry should enroll in the MATD algebra sequence 0370-0390.

Course objectives: The departmental course objectives will be provided to the students as a part of the first-day handout. Find them at http://www.austincc.edu/mthdept2/tfcourses/obj0360.htm
Exiting Mandatory Remediation:   Upon completion of this course, you must pass the THEA test to satisfy the TSI requirements for college-level math.  While there are other ways to satisfy those TSI requirements (pass the T-COMPASS or pass MATD 0390 Intermediate Algebra) students who complete MATD 0360 are better prepared for the THEA test than for any of these other alternatives. 

Grading policy:  The instructor’s grading criteria will be clearly explained in the first-day handout.  The criteria will specify the number of exams and other graded material (homework, assignments, projects, etc.).   Guidelines for other graded materials, such as homework or projects, should also be included in the syllabus.  These guidelines must also specifically include:

· Missed exam policy

· Policy about late work

· Class participation expectations

Course Outline / Calendar: 

	Week 1
	Intro, Pretest, Appendices A, B, C, L, M, N

	Week 2
	Chapter 4 & Chapter 5

	Week 3
	6.1-6.4

	Week 4
	6.5-6.8 Exam 1

	Week 5
	Chapter 7

	Week 6
	8.1 – 8.4

	Week 7
	8.5 – 8.8 Exam 2

	Week 8
	9.1 – 9.3

	Week 9
	10.1 – 10.4

	Week 10
	10.5 – 10.8 Exam 3

	Week 11
	11.1 , 11.2, 11.7

	Week 12
	15.3, 11.8

	Week 13
	9.4 – 9.6 Exam 4

	Week 14
	12.1-12.8

	Week 15
	13.1, 13.2, 14.6

	Week 16
	Review & Final Exam


Instructors are encouraged to add a statement of variance, such as “Please note:  schedule changes may occur during the semester. Any changes will be announced in class.”
Additional course policies:  

1.   Course policies on the following topics will be included.  Recommendations by this course committee and the mathematics department are listed below and may be modified by the instructor.  

· Incomplete Grades

· IP Grades

· Attendance

· Withdrawals (must include withdrawal date)

· Reinstatement policy (if the instructor allows this option)

· TSI Warning  (Please use the departmental statement for this.)

· Testing Center policies (if the instructor uses the Testing Center)

· Course-specific support services

2. The following policies are listed in the First Day Handout section in front part of this Manual. Go to www.austincc.edu/mthdept5/mman08/statements.html Insert the full statement of each policy in your syllabus.

· Statement on Students with Disabilities

· Statement on Scholastic Dishonesty

· Recommended Statement on Scholastic Dishonesty Penalty

· Statement on Academic Freedom
· Student Discipline Policy

Suggestions:
· Incomplete Grade:  Recommended version:  “Incomplete grades (I) will be given only in very rare circumstances.  Generally, to receive a grade of "I", a student must have taken all examinations, be passing, and after the last date to withdraw, have a personal tragedy occur which prevents course completion.” 

· In-Progress Grade: Recommended:  “In-Progress grades are also rarely given. In order to earn an "IP" grade the student must remain in the course, be making progress in the material, not have excessive absences, and not be meeting the standards set to earn the grade of C or better in the course. Students who are given an IP grade are expected to register and pay tuition for the same course again in the following semester.  Students who make a grade of IP should not go on to the next course with that grade.  A maximum of 2 IP grades can be awarded in any one course.”

· Attendance Policy:   Following is the mathematics department’s recommended attendance policy for classes that meet two days per week in a 16-week term.  Modifications should be made for classes of different lengths.  Instructors must include some attendance policy, even if it is that attendance is not required. 
“Attendance is required in this course.  Students who miss more than 4 classes may be withdrawn.”  

· Withdrawal Policy (including the withdrawal deadline for the semester):  Recommended version:  “It is the student's responsibility to initiate all withdrawals in this course.  The instructor may withdraw students for excessive absences (4) but makes no commitment to do this for the student. After the withdrawal date (include specific date), neither the student nor the instructor may initiate a withdrawal.”

· Reinstatement Policy:  If the instructor chooses to allow reinstatements, he must include a statement about the circumstances under which is it allowed.   One possible statement is:  “In order to be reinstated, the student must demonstrate that he is caught up with the required work as of the date on which he wishes to be reinstated.   This must be done before the official last date to withdraw for the semester.”   
· TSI Warning:  (Please use this statement exactly.)
If you are relying on this course to meet a requirement that you be in mandatory remediation in mathematics this semester*, then:
i) if you are not "continually in attendance" in this course, you should be withdrawn from the course by your instructor, 
ii) if you withdraw yourself from this course or are withdrawn by your instructor, you will be automatically withdrawn from all of your other college courses if this is the only TSI-mandated course you are taking. 
* If you are unsure whether or not this warning applies to you, see an ACC advisor immediately.

· Testing Center:  Include “ACC Testing Center policies can be found at:  http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/ ”   Then add any instructor-specific policies on the use of the testing center.  
Course-specific support services:   Recommended version:  “ACC main campuses have Learning Labs which offer free first-come first-serve tutoring in mathematics courses.  The locations, contact information and hours of availability of the Learning Labs are available from http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/ .  Videos and a tutorial CD-ROM to support this textbook are available at the Learning Labs at RVS and CYP.”  (If the course is offered at other campuses, these can be made available at those Learning Labs as well.  Remind the course committee chair that these need to be o
