Department of Mathematics

Meeting on Friday, February24, 2006

Minutes

Tinh Bui, Jerry Caples, Gustavo Cepparo, Mike Dellens, Christy Downs, Lenore Eklund, Constance Elko, Irie Glajar, Susan Hord, Mike Huff, Weilin Jiang,  Mark Karl, Kimberley Kelton, Alex Kolesnik, Don Lavigne, Bob Leibman, Stephanie Lochbaum, Mike McCarthy, Nancy Miller, Juan Molina, Pedro Mota, Mary Parker, Steve Rodi, Tony Vance, Dave Woods, Paul Wright, Valleri Bond, Herb Ling, Wanda O’Connor, Mahnaz Riazi-Farzad, Kanthi Sathasivan, Cleaburn Zwernemann, Willia Bailey, Carolynn Campbell, James Jack, Joe Palermo, Hadi Parhikhteh, Darrold Smith.
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1. Approval of Minutes of January 27,2006
	The faculty read the minutes from the last meeting. A correction was proposed to clarify that the 1342 textbook search would be conducted by the course committee. The committee welcomes any volunteers interested with helping with this effort.
	The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. The minutes were approved as corrected.

	2. Announcements

(a.) Possible future grant with Texas State (Jerry Caples)

(b.) Textbook searches

(c.) Advisors (Tony Vance)
	Texas State has asked that ACC partner with them in a stem grant to increase participation and completion for Hispanic math majors at ACC who transfer to Texas State. Funding is not finalized, but we should begin identifying students who could qualify for the program. Stipends would be available to student participants.

1332 Textbook Committee reported that they will get their first look at the first 8 chapters of the new book in a week
Tony and Steve met with the advisors and identified some issues that need to be addressed. Very few of the advisors had access to a hard copy of the math manual. They should have more copies sent to them. Ross Oliver asked that the Department offer Math Anxiety Workshops again. A single college-level course that is within the Core-Curriculum may indicate that the student is college ready. A problem has arisen with Calculus. We can not give credit for our 4-hour Calculus course to a student who has taken a 3-hour Calculus course. How can we, then, grant them a college-ready math status for the 3-hour course? The prerequisite for 1314 and for 1324 is 69 on TCOM or C or better in 0390. We can not accept Intermediate Algebra from another institution due to the variability in curriculum.
	None required



	3. Course names for deaf Students’ developmental math (Darrold Smith)
	It is difficult for students to distinguish between those classes taught in ASL and other sections of the same course. The ESOL courses identify their classes taught in this mode with the addition of the words “For students who are deaf or hard of hearing”. It was proposed that we do the same for our math classes taught in ASL. It was further proposed that other methods such as separating those sections to highlight them or drawing a box around them in the schedule.
	A motion was made and seconded to add the words “for students who are deaf or hard of hearing” to the title of the courses for those sections taught with ASL and to place these sections in a special listing within the department’s schedule. The motion passed.

	4. Faculty evaluation process of “How I taught the course” and tests. (Juan Molina)
	The “Government Task Force Evaluation Committee Form” was shared with those in attendance. Juan wants the department to consider something like this to better define the process of evaluating the portfolios, a more complete description of the ratings to better distinguish between “very good” and “excellent”, and the possible inclusion of videos of teaching as part of the portfolio. He will present these to the Evaluation Committee and ideas from this will be presented at a later meeting.
	None

	5. College reorganization proposal (Tony Vance)
	The current recommendations for reorganization include several related to the department chair position that may make it difficult to find someone qualified and willing to serve in this department. One thing that seemed to be a positive change was providing for more chair input into scheduling of classes. Concerns include starting the chair’s term in June and staggering terms so that not all contract end at the same time. Those with concerns are encouraged to attend the presentations and voice our concerns about these recommendations before they become policy. 

	

	6. Distance learning
	Course committees had previously been asked to consider whether distance learning (DL) versions might be implemented. The 1324 committee has not objection to offering a DL course, but no one had been found who was interested in developing it. The majority of the 1332 committee was opposed to offering a DL version. The 1350, 1351, and 1425 committees did not support offering DL versions of their courses.
	None

	7. Transfer credit for International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBD) 
(Irie Glajar)
	We are mandated to designate math courses taken under IBD that can transfer as ACC math course credit. Two schools in Austin handle this program, including Anderson H.S and Westwood H.S.  ACC must identify a total of at least 24 hours of transfer in several areas. Midwestern State University grants credit for up to 6 math hours for College algebra and Precalculus. Anderson H.S. wants ACC to accept their 12th grade calculus under this program. 
A committee (Glajar, Rodi, Kolesnik, Parker, Payne and Hord) will present a proposal at the next meeting
	It was the consensus that AP Exam scores of 4 to 5 would be acceptable for granting credit, as it is for all students.
A committee was formed to study the issues and make a recommendation.

	8. Arithmetic plan (Bob Leibman)
	For the Fall 2006 semester we need to offer 14 sections of the Arithmetic course. These will be 12-week, 3-hour classes. To do this, there will need to be some reapportioning of Basic Math classes and, where possible, bumping enrollment by 1 or 2 students in some Basic Math classes.
	Approved by consensus.

	10. Course challenges, CLEP, course descriptions (Leonor Eklund)
	CLEP scores of at least 50 will be accepted for College Algebra, Precalculus, and Calculus. The Precalculus Committee has also approved challenge exams for that course. The College Algebra and Calculus committees need to consider whether they want to accept challenge exams also. These and any other changes to the catalog entries need to be sent to Leonor soon. They are due in March.

	None

	11. Full time faculty hiring, transfer requests for existing full-time faculty
	As many as three new full-time faculty may be hired for the Fall. The Huntington-Hill apportionment method suggest that, based on lecture-hour equivalents, the three new faculty should be prioritized as 1st – RVS, 2nd – EVC, 3rd – PIN.  In addition, RVS is losing 2 f.t. faculty to the new campus and other transfers may change the needs at any campus. If any new f.t. faculty are to be assigned to EVC, it was felt that additional college credit math sections would be needed at that campus to allow for reasonable schedules for the f.t. faculty at that campus.  Any faculty who desire to transfer to another campus should let Nancy Miller know this week.
	If only one new f.t. faculty member is hired, that person should be assigned to RVS. An email vote resulted in new positions to be appointed at RVS,RVS and PIN.  Current full time faculty will be given the opportunity to request transfer before any new full time faculty are appointed to these campuses.

	12. Extending TSI complete status to out-of-state degree holders (Christy Downs)
	At the last meeting, approval was given for extending TSI complete status to students who have earned a baccalaureate degree in-state or out-of-state. It was proposed that we extend this to include associate degrees earned in-state or out-of-state. All of these degrees must be from accredited institutions.
	Approved

	Meeting adjourned 4:05pm
	
	


