Mathematics Department Meeting Minutes

Friday, November 13, 2009 EVC 9313 2-4 pm

Approved: __________________
Attendance:   Janet Bickham, Jonathan Bickham, Tinh Bui, Mark Burtch, Karen Chaka, Edgar Fisher, Julie Fisher, Irie Glajar, Amy Gutierrez, Susan Hord, Mike Huff, Weilin Jiang, Tarcia Jones, Don Lavigne, Bob Leibman, Rene Lumampao, Clarence McGuff, Marcus McGuff, Nancy Miller, Juan Molina, Pedro Mota, Colleen Neroda, Joey Offer, Mary Parker, Vicki Payne, Bob Quigley, Carolynn Reed, Steve Rodi, Pedro Trejo, Tony Vance, Dave Woods, Jim Jack, Ahmad Kamalvand,Herb Ling, Marilyn Love, Betty Ludlum, Wanda O’Conner.
1. The agenda was approved.

2. The minutes from Oct. 23, 2009 were approved as submitted.  
3. Announcements:

a. Schedules due Tue Nov. 17

b. Evaluation Portfolios due on Mon. Dec.  14
c. Student Evaluations are due by Dec. 4

4. Gaming grant proposal.
ACC is developing a proposal for a major 5-year grant to develop a computer game to provide a positive learning environment for math.   Edgar Fisher and Mary Parker have gone to several meetings with the group.   Edgar is taking the lead for the math teacher portion.  His part is to make sure it does teach math and that it is a process-driven rather than result-driven (not just answers.)  In today’s meeting, he asked the department for a commitment that at least one class will use it, so we can say that the math dept supports it and will use it.
What departments are involved?  From ACC: computer science, gaming dept, math.  Elsewhere:  Some companies and at least one professor from  A&M.  
We expect to get the companies to help support it after the grant ends.
How can instructors get data?  NO specific plans for this.  But data will be collected.
The department approved supporting the project and some of our instructors will use it.

5. MATD 0385.   
The two sections this fall are going well.  We will have six sections of this in the spring.  Tell the 0370 students about it.

6. ACC emphasis on data-driven decisions.  What questions do we want to ask?
We received data on five classes.   We’d like to have data on more classes.   The data we received didn’t include IP grades and we would like for those to be included in the future. 
Most of the data she’s talking about is available from http://www.austincc/edu/success   Click on  “faculty” and see the second page of her handout today.  
The Student Success Engagement Strategies data shows that  ACC is high on faculty/student interaction but is low on activities in teaching. 
If there is other information we want, we need to ask for it.   Someone asked if we can use this to get more technology into our classrooms.   Clarence responded that in January, we’ll have another 30-seat computer classroom.


We discussed data on individual students which would be useful.   We now have the prerequisite rosters in ACC Online.    They aren’t fully satisfactory, but are some help.  Bob Leibman is sending out very useful information to us on our students each semester.   We brainstorm about a few more ideas regarding prerequisites.   Someone suggests that it is not great for student attitudes to begin a class with a pretest.  Maybe we need to identify the core set of knowledge we expect them to know from the previous course several months later when they start this course, and make that information better available to them before the course begins.   Mary Parker and Marianne Prickett mention ALEKS and another similar program we have in the Learning Lab that would help with this.

Omar said that the new VP for Developmental Education is here and is meeting with people.  Omar is scheduled to meet next week.  We agree that we want to encourage advisors to encourage students to take their math in sequential semesters.   
This might be another opportunity to ask to have students have a free re-take of the COMPASS after passing 0370. 
This might be an opportunity to encourage students to deal with their reading difficulties before math, since so much in math depends on reading.  (Susan Hord: Some other schools require students to deal with both reading and writing before math.)
Right now, only Double Ds have mandatory advising every semester.   We’re going to ask to have that extended to all students in the fundamental level (0330, maybe even 0370.)  
7. Discussion of difficulties of being Department Chair.  
There’s simply not enough time to do everything.   Math is a very large department and we aren’t getting as much release time proportionately as other departments.   (If you split math and developmental math, then developmental math would be the largest department in the college, English the second largest, and college-level math the third largest.)     After quite a bit of discussion, we agreed that Omar and the former department chairs and assistant department chairs should discuss this and come up with some recommendations to make to the administration.

