Mathematics Department Meeting Minutes

Friday, April 16, 2010 EVC 9313 2-4 pm

Approved: __________________
In attendance: Janet Bickham, Jonathan Bickham, Valleri Bond, Tinh Bui, Mark Burtch, Gustavo Cepparo, Karen Chaka, Christy Dittmar, Constance Elko, Edgar Fisher, Julie Fisher, Irie Glajar,Amy Gutierrez, Mike Huff, Tarcia Jones, Kimberley Kelton, Don Lavigne, Bob Leibman, Stephanie Lochbaum, Nancy Miller, Juan Molina, Pedro Mota, Colleen Neroda, Joey Offer, Mary Parker, Vicki Payne, Anne Praderas, Robert Quigley,  Carolynn Reed, Steve Rodi, Omar Rodriguez, Lori Rosenthal, Allison Sutton, Pete Trejo, Tony Vance, Dave Woods, Paul Wright, Willia Bailey, Nancy Bellows, Kathy Hartman, Jim Jack, Herb Ling, Marilyn Love, Betty Ludlum, Yvonne Shei.
1.  The agenda was approved. 
2. The minutes were approved as submitted.
3. Announcements:  
a. Course chairs – Please send revisions to the Math Manual for your course to Gill by June 15.
b. Reminder:  The MyMathLab HW should be paired with written HW as well.   In the evaluation process,  we found some teachers were only doing the online part without  making it longer.   That’s not OK.   The course docs we had only assigned about half of the recommended homework.     
c. Full time staffing for spring due May 7.  
d. Grade Inflation document for 0330.   We’re sharing with everyone.     
e.  For our MATD courses, what percentage in the traditional classes are requiring MML?  See the web page:  20%,  17%, 18%.   
f. Achieving the Dream:  At the meeting with the mentor and the ACC facilitator, both upset because there was nothing in the plan about math.   They will include our 0385 class – description of how we are doing it.  This doesn’t change anything we’re doing.   I

g.  Textbook:  The 1332 committee chose Bennett and Briggs again.   Approved.
h. Software:   If people have software needs for whole dept, talk to Marcus.

4. MyMathLab for other courses.   We have been asked:  Can I use MML for College Algebra, Trig, etc?    What do you all think about extending this?    Some people thought we already had approved this for trig.  We agreed that the course committees should discuss this and make recommendations.        
5. House Bill 2504.  Omar reported on the plans for implementing this.
a. Vitae:  The degree part will be filled in from HR records.  The teaching experience and publications will be filled in by the faculty members, through an interface that requires you to log in with your faculty ID.  So no one else can do it for you.   There will be training workshops.   If you’ll go to one of them and take your info, you can enter it there.

b. Course:   This will have to be filled in separately for each section taught.   But much or all of it can be copied and pasted from your current first-day handout.   

i. Course requirements:  

ii. Readings

iii. Assignments

iv. Learning Objectives 

c. Where does it come into faculty evaluations?   Not clear yet, but Stan said they intend for it to be considered.
d. When do we get access to this system?  Stan said that something will be sent out by the end of May.

6. Testing Center usage.  Omar and Susan Hord went to a meeting where they talked about how many of our students are using the TC and for how much time. They asked us:  Is there anything we can do to help cut down on how much time?   Should we talk about limiting the number of exams per course?   Should we talk about guidelines for tests?       
TC suggests that we put a time limit of 4 hours on tests.    Some say yes, others say that the students taking that long really need it.    
There was quite a bit of good discussion about how much teachers should be using the Testing Center in what courses and in what way.   None of this was to say that math teachers should be required to or forbidden to use the Testing Center, but that we might all benefit from some conversation among ourselves of different people’s ideas about the benefits and drawbacks in terms of student learning.  We’ll try to continue this conversation in the future.
After talking about these ideas, we decided that Omar would take back to them that we are thinking about this further, but that we note that, with the Round Rock campus opening, this opens more space in the north area for Distance Learning students to take tests, so we recommend not making any changes until we see how much that eases the overcrowding problem.
7. Math Department proposal.
We met with Mike Midgley March 31.  He listened to us for 2 hours, but everything he suggested was in our proposal.   He said changes will be made.  What change and when is not clear. 

I want to thank all the committee members for working so hard in getting this done  Clarence McGuff, Susan Hord, Nancy Miller, Constance Elko, Tony Vance, Omar Rodriquez. .  I like to judge our success by how good a proposal we put together.   It was a very good proposal.  I think our proposal wasn’t given the attention it deserved for many reasons.    
8.  Department Chair Election.
The candidate, Mary Parker, was asked to leave the room for the election.   She was elected.

9. Thanks to Omar for his service.   
Omar said that he appreciates the gift very much.  The guitar rocks!

