Mathematics Department Meeting Minutes

Friday, February 5, 2010 EVC 9313 2-4 pm

Approved: __________________

Attendance: Valleri Bond, Tinh Bui, Mark Burtch, Gustavo Cepparo, Christy Dittmar,Edgar Fisher, Julie Fisher, Irie Glajar, Susan Hord, Wielin Jiang, Mark Karl, Kimberley Kelton, Don Lavigne, Bob Leibman, Stephanie Lochbaum, Rene Lumapao, Clarence McGuff, Marcus McGuff, Nancy Miller, Colleen Neroda, Mary Parker, Vicki Payne, Anne Praderas, Carolynn Reed, Steve Rodi, Pedro Trejo, Tony Vance, Dave Woods, Paul Wright, Jim Jack, Ahmad Kamalvand, Herb Ling, Marilyn Love, Betty Ludlum, Wanda O’Conner, Fattenah Hashemi, Valerie Wiseman.   

1. The agenda was approved.

2. The minutes from November 13, 2009  were approved as submitted.  

3. EEOs:  The course committees should get to work on those.
4. Full-Time faculty openings: 2 at NRG, 2 at RGC.   If you are interested in moving to either of those, contact Omar.
5. New text committees:
1332:  Valleri Bond, Mary Parker, Carolynn Campbell, Paul Wright. (Later addition: Colleen Neroda)
1324:  Mark Karl and others he will recruit
6. Full-time fall schedule.  Please send your requests to the Assistance Department Chairs soon.   This needs to be completed by March 4.
7. Math Contest:  Fri Feb 26   Please encourage students to participate.   We have less money this year than previous years.  Please contribute.  Send it to the ACC Foundation marked for the Math Contest.

1.  TCCTA meeting March 4-6 this year in Houston.   There are quite a few talks on mathematics and it looks like a good program.  You can probably get travel money. It starts with a workshop on Thursday afternoon.  There are various excellent speakers including Peg Crider and Uri Treismann. 
2. ECS and Off-Campus:   Nancy Miller is the new Asst TF Chair for Off-Campus and ECS.   She is working on a website for this, which should be up, linked under our external math page.   She has a handout for students and passed out copies of it.  We’re encouraged to give that to the ECS students in our classes, particularly if issues related to talking to parents arise.  Omar points out that probably we should all receive more training in FERPA requirements.   One important thing he has found is that when the student gives us a waiver, that only allows us to talk to others but it doesn’t obligate us to do so.   Omar:   This is if you start getting calls and don’t know what to do, can give them that.    Omar talks about how we all need training in FERPA.    One thing – once the student gives the waiver, it doesn’t obligate us to give information to others, just allows us to.
3. Adjunct hiring.  Because of the opening of the Round Rock campus, we will need more adjuncts for that.  We need more people to participate in hiring.   (Not those on the FT hiring committee, but others.)  When you are asked to do this in the next few months, please help.
4. Mathematica.  We are pursuing the possibility of having a student home-use licenses available.  It will be nominally free to the students.  (Some cost, but like $25 or so.)   The college will pay more for the license to allow this. David Woods and Marcus McGuff are looking into this.   We need to decide which courses we would allow this in.   The general agreement is that it should be Calculus and above, and maybe only Calculus II and above.   Also, we think that it should be clear that students aren’t required to buy the home use license, but can use it in the labs at school.  We need to look into the costs more before we go further.      

5. Proposal to eliminate Late Registration and the Add period after classes begin.  
The college is discussing this.  Irie Glajar asked us to discuss it and determine whether our department has any opinion about the proposal. The proposal will not affect the time allowed for level changes.  There was a lively discussion.  Topics included what exactly qualifies as level changes, whether the level change period is too long, what would happen with students who have to withdraw from a class for lack of prerequisite and can’t replace it if adds aren’t allowed after classes begin.  At the end of the discussion, we had a straw poll on the three questions.

a. Do we want to allow students who are not currently registered in an ACC class to register after Friday before classes start?     We say NO.
b. Do we want to allow students currently registered to add other courses in the first three days of classes?   Yes:   18   No:  1.

c.  Do we want to allow students to do level changes in the same way as currently?  We say NO.     

6. Professional Development Conference.   Dr. Stephanie Hawley, the new Associate Vice-President for College Access Programs, is planning a conference for this April.  
We discussed this and said that we would like to have this later, so there would be more time to plan and invite some outside speakers.    We also ask that the college notice that we provide professional development for the math faculty in various ways, including the SET sessions in January, and we hope that the college will continue and extend the support for faculty going to national conferences such as the NADE conference.


7. Election for Math Department Chair.  Stephanie Lochbaum will be the Election Coordinator.  She asks that people email their nominations.
8. Update on Release time.
Omar reported that they have been working with David Fonken on this.   Clarence McGuff prepared some data comparing the Math Department with the Developmental Communications division (Developmental Reading, Developmental Writing, English, and Speech.)    
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We discussed this.   Omar said that right now we have five Asst. DCs and it looks like we will have six when they get this proposal done.  The way to get an additional Asst. DC is to solve a problem, and the problem that was identified has to do with getting adjunct faculty members interviewed, hired, and scheduled.  So the job description for the sixth one will be to coordinate hiring of adjuncts and scheduling.    If we get this sixth one, we want to ask for a seventh Asst. DC and split it in two, so that we can have one at each of the smaller campuses.  There are many campus-based things that we need.   We are also asking for 21-hour release for the Department Chair instead of the current 15-hour release.  Omar is more confident that we will get more Assistant DCs than the additional release for the Department Chair.    We had a lively discussion, including a discussion of the possibility of no one running for Department Chair.   



