TurningPoint – Nuts and Bolts

Getting Started with TurningPoint Software
By Paul Williams
Introduction

TurningPoint is a software package for developing and running a student classroom response system (CRS).  There are a number of different vendors for CRS software and hardware, but all of the systems have similar features.  Namely, a CRS has a software environment for developing and administering questions, student input devices and a receiver connected to the instructor’s computer for receiving input from students.  TurningPoint has the advantage that it runs as an add-in to Microsoft PowerPoint.  Instructors familiar with PowerPoint only have to learn additional functionality within PowerPoint to develop and administer a CRS system.  The purpose of this handout is to steer faculty to the most important features for rapidly starting to use TurningPoint.  TurningPoint has recently released a new version of its software, TurningPoint 2006.  It fixed certain problems with the previous version and this handout will focus on the new version of the software.

Getting the Software

TurningPoint can be downloaded for free from the Turning Technologies website http://www.turningtechnolgies.com.  Click on Downloads, and then choose TurningPoint Software.  When you choose the appropriate version of the software, a form will appear.  Fill out and submit the form and within a few minutes, you will receive an email with a link to download the software.  The file is very large (45 MB) and is best downloaded over a fast connection.  The first time you start TurningPoint it will ask to activate your license.  If you plan to only develop on your computer, check on that option.  You will have a fully functioning version of TurningPoint and the files you make will work without modification when you put them on a computer with the full license installed.

Starting TurningPoint

In the new version of TurningPoint, the add-in to PowerPoint only shows up if you start TurningPoint directly.  Double click on the TurningPoint 2006 icon on the desktop [image: image1.png]


 and PowerPoint will open with an additional tool bar as shown in figure 1.  Alternatively, you can start TurningPoint from the Start Bar.  Choose Start, All Programs, Turning Technologies LLC, TurningPoint 2006 and then TurningPoint 2006.
Creating a Slide


On the TurningPoint toolbar, click on the Insert Slide menu and you will obtain a drop down list of “Chart Types”.  A TurningPoint slide must include a chart.  Choose Vertical Chart from the menu and your slide will appear as shown in figure 2.  You type a question in the text box for the title at the top of the slide and you type the answers in text box for the content in the middle of the slide.  The answers are formatted as numbered bullet items.  TurningPoint will automatically number the items for you.  You start a new answer item by hitting return at the end of the previous one.  A lot of the effort in developing questions for TurningPoint is formatting the questions so that they fit on the slide. Everything in PowerPoint is essentially a graphic, and so you manipulate the content of PowerPoint the way you manipulate graphics.  You typically need to do three things to make questions fit.  Move the boxes, resize the boxes, and change the font size of the text.

Figure 1 – Appearance of PowerPoint when started from TurningPoint
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Figure 2 – A “blank” vertical slide
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Move the Boxes

The boxes in which you enter text are text boxes. You click on them to activate them.  If you place the cursor over the boundary of the box and get a get a multi-headed arrow, you can click and drag the box to a new location.  
Resize the Boxes

If you place the cursor over one of the circles on the boundary of the box and get a single arrow, you can click and drag to resize the box.  
Change Font Size
To change font size, select the text and choose the font size from the drop down font menu.

Marking an Answer as Correct


To mark an answer as correct, click on the slide, then click on the Settings icon, [image: image4.png]


.  A box similar to the following will appear.  In the drop down list next to Answers, choose the correct answer, and in the space labeled Numerical value give the answer a value between 1 and 10000.  Alternatively, if you do not want to give a numerical value to the answer you can type the word Correct.  TurningPoint will now treat this as a correct answer.  You can designate more than one answer as correct.  If you wish to display colors indicating the correct answer during review of the question, click on the Slides icon and choose CorrectIncorrect from the Chart Colors box.

[image: image5.png]Information  Presentatian lobal Changes

Socedsicn [z 1

9 s |

[El Chart settings
Chart Colars Correctincorrect
Chart Labels Aliases
Chart Value Format 0%

Revien Only False

ElMise
Allow Duplcates False
Auto-Update Allases True
Demographic False
Hulipe Response Divisor Devices
Question Aliss
Response Data
Responses

Allow Duplicates

Tumngpont 2006
2005 g Teslogs, AC Al s resarved,





Exercise 1 - Enter the following question and answers.  Indicate answer 2 as the correct answer and use chart colors to show the correct answer during review.
A rectangular flower bed has dimensions 2.0 m x 3.00 m.  Its area is

1. 6 m2
2. 6.0 m2
3. 6.00 m2
4. 6.000 m2
5. All of the above

6. Some other answer

Note: A useful shortcut for creating superscripts is to simultaneously press CTRL-SHIFT-+.  This turns on superscripts until you press it again.
Exercise 2 -  Write three or four questions.  Try different types such as yes/no, likert scale, T/F, and so on.

Creating a Participant List


To collect response data from students if you choose to do so, you need to create a participant list.  On the TurningPoint toolbar click on the Participants menu and then choose the Participant List Wizard.  Name the list with your initials and work through the wizard.  The defaults are usually adequate.  
Exercise 3 – Use the Participant List Wizard to enter the following student data.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Device #
	Student ID

	Aarons
	Andrea
	1
	0001

	Barker
	Bob
	2
	0002

	Corazon
	Carlos
	3
	0003

	Desmond
	Derek
	4
	0005

	Eager
	Evelyn
	5
	0005


Note that you can import your data from an Excel spread sheet.


Once you have entered a participant list, you then choose it from the drop down list next to the Participants menu.  TurningPoint will now assign the answers from the corresponding input device to the corresponding students.  Note that you always need to choose the participant list before starting your session.
Testing you Slides

TurningPoint will simulate student input.  If you choose Simulated Data from the drop down list to the left of the Participants menu, and then run your presentation as a slide show, TurningPoint will mimic student input so that you can test your slides.  You collect response – simulated or real – by running PowerPoint in Slide Show.  Click on the Slide Show icon [image: image6.png]


 on the lower left or else click on the Slide Show menu and choose View Show.

Going Live

Place your slide and participant list onto a memory stick.  Start TurningPoint on the Presentation computer and open your presentation.  Click on Participants and choose Import a Participant List.  Import your list and then choose it to be the active list.  TurningPoint will remember any responses so you need to reset your slides.  Click on Reset on the TurningPoint tool bar and choose Session.  If you want to save the data, say yes when asked, otherwise click on no.
Exercise 4 – Import your presentation and participant list and run your slides in Slide Show and have the other participants click on them.
Getting Help

TurningPoint has two help Documents.  One is a Quickstart Guide and the other is a detailed Users Manual.  Both are given in PDF format and are installed when you install the software.  Both can be found from the start menu in the same directory as TurningPoint.
TurningPoint Toolbar








