Geology 1403 ** General Geology I (a.k.a. Physical Geology)

Spring 2009, Lecture and Lab, Monday and Wednesday, 6:00-8:45 PM

Cynthia Parish, Geology Adjunct Instructor: West Brook High School

Lamar University Department of Earth and Space Sciences 880-8236

cparish@gt.rr.com Conference by appointment only

Text:  Earth, An Introduction To Physical Geology,  Tarbuck & Lutgens, 8th edition

Lab Book:  Karen Woods – Physical Geology lab book

The goal of this course is to introduce the student to various aspects of physical geology, including rocks, minerals, crustal deformation, interior of the earth, surface processes, and origin of the earth.  Students will also learn about the scientific method, including competing theories, and applications of geology to natural resources and the understanding of natural hazards. Scientific inquiry, interactions with samples, hands-on activities and learning the language of geology will enable the student to grasp the concepts needed to learn and become curious about our Earth.

Course Outline For Lecture

Dates
Topic                                                                                     Assigned Reading (read before class)
Jan 12
An Introduction to Geology; Plate Tectonics
Chapters 1, 2

Jan 19
MLK Holiday ** No classes

Jan 26
Matter and Minerals; Igneous Rocks;
Chapters 3, 4

Feb 2
Volcanoes & Other Igneous Activity and video (study guide)
Chapter 5

Feb 9
Exam 1: Chapters 1-5 * * Weathering and Soil
Chapter 6

Feb 16 
Sedimentary Rocks; Metamorphic Rocks
Chapters 7, 8

Feb 23 
Geologic Time; Crustal Deformation
Chapters 9, 10

Mar 2
Exam 2: Chapters 6-10 * Earthquakes
Chapter 11

Mar 9
Spring Break ** No classes this week
*Mar 16
@ Lamar ** Earth’s Interior; Divergent Boundaries  
Chapters 12, 13

*Mar 23 
@ Lamar ** TBA ** BISD Spring Break
Mar 30
Convergent Boundaries; E & Mineral Resources
Chapter 14, Chapter 23


 (Take home study guide)



Apr 6
Exam 3: Chapters 11-14 and 23 * Mass Wasting
Chapters 15


Apr 13
Running Water; Groundwater (Take home study guide)
Chapters 16, 17

Apr 20
Glaciers and Glaciation; Deserts and Winds
Chapters 18, 19,


Apr 27
Shorelines, Global Climate Change
Chapter 20, 21

May 4
(study guide for final exam will be given out April 27)

May 6
Exam 4 (Final - comprehensive): Chapters 15-21 plus

I do not have an office in the Geology building. I will be available for conference by appointment only. I am not usually on campus during the week. I also teach science at Ozen High School, so I am not available during the day. 

Web Site (to download course notes, quizzes, study guides): http://ess.lamar.edu

Steps: click on People, then Adjunct, then Parish, Cynthia, then Teaching, then Physical Geology, then chapter.

Lecture and Lab Attendance:  You are expected to attend class each scheduled class meeting.  Roll will be taken each class meeting. Please expect to stay the entire time for lecture and lab. Bring your book and lab manual to each class meeting. Missing more than three class or lab meetings will result in lowering your grade by one letter grade, which could result in failing the class. If you will be absent for any class, please notify me in advance via email.  Exams are only given at the scheduled times. There will not be make-ups for exams.
Lecture Grading (75% of your final grade).  Exams: At least 50 questions, need scantron. Any lecture missed will count against your final grade in lecture. Missing any exam will result in a zero averaged into the lecture grade.

Lab:  25% of your final grade. Any lab missed will count against your final grade in lab. Lab exams missed will result in a zero averaged into your final lab grade. Be sure to check the syllabus for dates of all exams. 

Field Trip: An all day Saturday field trip can be attended for a lecture grade. This will NOT replace another grade. Study guides that do not count toward your grade will be on the web site before every exam or handed out during lecture previous to exam date.

NOTE: You must take a 1403 Lab in conjunction with lecture.  NOTE:  You must Pass Lab with at least 60% to pass.

Recommended study techniques

(1) Attend class lecture and use the course notes.  These notes are only a template, so elaborate on them in class.

(2) Read the appropriate chapter in the text book before it is covered in lecture; do not try to memorize everything.

(3) Pay close attention to the diagrams in the book and those covered in lecture.  Diagrams are not in course notes.

(4) Review your notes after each day's lecture, answer the questions at the end of the chapter.

(5) Use the CD that came with the text.  It summarizes the chapters, uses videos, and has questions for self-testing.

If you have a disability, or think you have a disability which may need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the office of Services For Students With Disabilities (SFSWD)as early as possible: 880-8026 (voice & tty),880-8347 (voice), 880-2225 (fax).

Academic dishonesty may be grounds for failure on assignments and /or the semester grade
NOTE:  LAB SYLLABUS IS ON BACK

`

Geology 1403, Section 71, Lab Schedule

	Meeting Dates
	Lab
	Lab Name

	Jan 14
	1
	Intro to Minerals

	Jan 21
	2
	Minerals Lab

Moh’s Scale of Hardness

	Jan 28
	3
	Minerals Lab cont.

	Feb 4
	4
	Quiz 1: Minerals

Igneous Rocks Lab

	Feb 11
	5
	Quiz 2: Igneous Rocks

Sedimentary Rocks Lab

	Feb 18
	6
	Quiz 3: Sedimentary Rocks

Metamorphic Rocks Lab

	Feb 25
	7
	Quiz 4: Metamorphic Rocks

Structural Geology Lab

	Mar 4
	8
	Structural Geology Lab cont.



	Mar 11
	
	Spring Break ** No classes

Lamar

	Mar 18
	9
	Quiz 5: Structural Geology

Contouring and Topographic Maps Lab

	Mar 25
	10
	TBA

BISD Spring Break

	Apr 1
	11
	Contouring and Topographic Maps Lab cont.



	Apr 8
	12
	Quiz 6: Contouring and Topographic Maps
Lab: Streams & Hydrologic Cycle

	Apr 15
	13
	Lab: Streams & Hydrologic cycle

	Apr 22
	14
	Quiz 7: Streams

Lab: Karst and Shorelines 


	Apr 29
	15
	Quiz 8: Karst and Shorelines


Photos and study aides are on the ess.lamar.edu website under Karen Woods/Lab Book 

Please be sure to read the chapter assignment before each class period. 

Look over the questions at the end of the chapter so that you can participate in the classroom discussion. 
