
Geology 1403 - Physical Geology
Tentative Schedule - Fall 2008

J.C. Cepeda - Professor of Geology

Date Topic Assignment
Aug. 25 Earth Cycles, Atoms & Elements Chap. 1

Sept. 1 HOLIDAY/Atoms, Elements & Minerals Chap.  2
8 Minerals, Introduction to Igneous Rocks Chap. 3

15 Volcanic Processes - HOUR TEST 1 Chap. 4
22 Plutonic Rocks
29 Weathering & Soils Chap. 5

Oct. 6 Sediments & Sedimentary Rocks  - HOUR TEST 2 Chap. 6
13 Sedimentary Rocks Chap. 6
20 Metamorphic Rocks Chap. 7
27 Streams - HOUR TEST 3 Chap. 9

Nov. 3  Streams (Conclusion) & Groundwater Chap. 10
10 Glaciers & Glaciation Chap. 11
17 Earthquakes & Plate Tectonics - HOUR TEST 4 Chap. 14 & 15
24 Plate Tectonics Chap. 16

Dec. 1 Earth Resources - MAKE-UP TEST Chap. 16
8 (Mon.) FINAL EXAM at 11:00 a.m.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• To explain by graphical depiction and discussion the relevant Earth Processes including 

volcanism, seismology glaciation & sedimentation.
• To explain the relevant terminology of geology and the Earth Sciences including rock 

classification, minerals, and names of the most common landforms and processes.

GRADING
Four hour tests will be given.  There will be ONE MAKE-UP TEST given on Dec. 1. Only 
students who have missed a test will be allowed to take the Make-Up Test.  The lowest of 
your 4 hour test grades will be dropped.  The final grade in this course will be calculated as 
follows:

3 HOUR TESTS 60%
LAB GRADE 25%
FINAL EXAM   15%
TOTAL 100%

TEXTBOOK  
Essentials of Geology,  (8th Edition) by Lutgens & Tarbuck.



OFFICE HOURS (ROOM 322 - 651-2584)

Mon. & Wed. 11:00 -11:30 a.m.
Mon. & Tues. 4:30-5:00 p.m.
And by Appointment

Last day to drop or withdraw with a guaranteed grade of “X” is Oct. 10.  After this date, a 
grade of “X” will be assigned only if your average is 59.5 or higher.  Oct. 31 - Last day to 
drop or withdraw.

Disability Statement:  West Texas A&M seeks to provide reasonable accomodations for all qualified persons with 
disabilities.  This university will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with 
respect to providing reasonable accomodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity.  It is the 
studentʼs responsibility to register with disability support services and to contact the faculty member in a timely 
fashion to arrange for suitable accommodations.

Copyright Statement:  Copyright© 2004, J.C. Cepeda, this syllabus and all instructional materials may not be 
reproduced without J.C. Cepedaʼs written consent.  Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for  taking) 
notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of the 
professor teaching this course.

Evacuation Statement:  When you receive notice to evacuate the building, please evacuate promptly but in an 
orderly manner.  Evacuation routs are posted in various locations indicating all exits, outside assembly area, location 
of fire extinguisher, fire alarm pull stations, and emergency telephone numbers (651-5000 or 911).  In the event an 
evacuation is necessary; evacuate immediately; do not use elevators; take all personal belongings with you; report 
to outside assembly area and wait for further information; students needing assistance in the evacuation process 
should bring this to the attention of the instructor at the beginning of the semester.

Scholastic Dishonesty Statement:  It is the reponsibility of students and instructors to help maintain scholastic 
integrity at the University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty.   Commission of any of the 
following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty.  This listing is not excluive of any other acts that may 
reasonably be said to constitute scholastic dishonesty: acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or 
examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of the contents of any examination prior 
to the time the examination is given in subsequent sections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of 
a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do 
so.  (2000-2001, CODE OF STUDENT LIFE, Rules and Procedures for Students, West Texas A&M University).

A complete statement regarding scholastic dishonesty can be found in the Student Code of Life at 
http://www.wtamu.edu./administrative/ss/code/code.html#procedures

Chemical and Equipment Safety Statement:  Safety is everyoneʼs responsibility.  Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDSs) are provided for all chemicals used in this class. MSDSs provide information about physical properties, 
health risks, fire and explosion data, and other important information associated with these chemicals.  Before 
handling or using a chemical, you should refer to the MSDS for that chemical.  It is your responsibility to inform the 
instructor in writing of any health conditions that may prevent you from safely using a chemical (pregnancy, auto 
immune deficiency, etc.).  It is also the responsibility of the student to report any spills or problems found while 
storing or using a chemical.  If you are unsure about the proper and safe operation of any piece of equipment, ask 
your instructor FOR PROPER INSTRUCTION.  All injuries, spills of materials and unsafe conditions 
must be reported to the instructor immediately.


