AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY

HPRS 1206

Instructor:

Dr. R. R. Espinosa, R. Ph., Pharm. D.



Office Phone:

(512) 223-5911 

Office Fax:

(512) 223-5896 


Email address:

respinos@austincc.edu

Office Hours:
See professor's website for current semester office hours.



Room 9212, Building 9000 Eastview Campus
Course Time:
         Designated in-class time (check course schedule)


I. Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce the students to basic word parts used in the field of medicine.  This course encourages students to learn the English meanings of the Greek and Latin word parts and the rules for connecting them together to form simple and complex medical terms.  Word analysis in defining terms is the primary focus of the course.  Emphasis will be placed on anatomical structures, standard abbreviations, symbols, and practical applications.

II. Required Resources:

1. Davi-Ellen Chabner, The Language of Medicine, 8th Edition, Philadelphia: Saunders, 2007.  Eastview Bookstore: 927-1619
2. Espinosa Instructor's Guide:  Medical Terminology, HPRS120611, 11th Edition (Light Blue Packet)

3. Note-taking material

4. (Optional) Medical Dictionary (Taber’s Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary) 

5. Must be computer literate for BlackBoard online system

III. scan competancies:

Recently, the U.S. Department of Labor established the Secretary's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) to examine the demands of the workplace and whether the nation's students are capable of meeting those demands.

These are some areas that will be covered in this course:

· Resources:  Identifies, organizes, plans, and allocates resources

· Interpersonal:  Works with others

· Information:  Acquires and uses information

· Systems:  Understands complex interrelationships

· Computers:  Works with CD-ROM/ and online resources for understanding Medical Terminology

IV. methodology:

The class will follow a fairly lecture standard format.  Medical Terminology will take a lot of outside work in order to successfully complete the course.  Class activities include attending lectures, reading of the assigned chapter, completion of exercises at the end of each chapter, and other learning activities.

V. course rational:

On every level of health care there are limitless opportunities to be part of a caring profession, helping people and fully expressing your own special talents and abilities.  However, entering a health care field is somewhat like going to live in a foreign country.  You can't figure out what's happening until you learn the language.

VI. Course Objectives:

1. Identify and define word parts.

2. Define prefixes, root words, and suffixes associated with each body system.

3. Define medical terms through word analysis, word building, and parts of speech.

4. Spell medical terms correctly.

5. Describe the function of the different systems and identify the major structures associated with the body system.

6. Convert words from singular to plural form.

7. Define several pathological conditions affecting the body systems.

8. Recall and write abbreviations associated with the different systems in the body.

9. Discuss surgical, clinical, and laboratory procedures related to the medical field.

10. Recall newly gained information from each unit in practical application.

VII. course evaluation and grading:

· Exam material will be based ALL on lecture material, CD-ROM, and all textbook exercises and other activities.
· The student is responsible for the material in the text even though that material may not be covered on the video.

· There will be five theory unit exams.

· Unit exams will consist of matching, multiple choice, diagrams, word analysis, word building and analysis, abbreviations, and spelling.

· All students should record their answers on their scantron and provided answer sheet.  There will be no writing or marking on the examination.

· No make-up exams will be given unless prior arrangements have been made for extreme circumstances.  Excuses the day before or one hour before exams will not be accepted.

· A zero will be given for that exam if proper arrangements have not been made.

· No re-takes on any unit exams are allowed.

· There will be no make-ups or re-takes on quizzes.  Keep up with due dates.

· A student must attain a passing average on the unit exams and blackboard on-line quizzes in order to successfully complete the course.

· The 5 theory unit exams represents 86% of grade or 500 points of course grade.  Blackboard online quizzes represents 14% or 80 points of course grade.

Grade Scheme:

  580-519 = A

  518-461 = B

  460-403 = C

  402-345 = D

344 or less = F

A minimum grade of “C” will be accepted by Health Science Programs at Austin Community College.

VIII. course policies:

A. Discipline Policies

The students needs to keep up with the schedule, tests, and due dates as this is very essential in order to become a responsible health practitioner.

Blackboard online quizzes cannot be taken late.  No exceptions.

Assignments turned in after the due date will be penalized five points per day no matter what the circumstances may be.

Students are responsible for withdrawing themselves from class.  Students who do not progress satisfactorily, and do not keep up with the deadlines are responsible for their withdrawal.  If the student is failing and does not withdraw, the student will be assigned an F.  

The last day for withdrawal is:  
see course schedule for current semester 

Incompletes are given at the discretion of the instructor if the student has completed the first 3 lecture exams with a passing average.
The student should study every day and not just two days before the exam.

B.      Academic Dishonesty

Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.

The penalty for academic dishonesty is an automatic failing grade of “F” in the course.  If the student withdraws from the course after the offense, the instructor will re-instate and the failing grade given as stated.

C.     Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.


D.      Academic Freedom:

         The faculty has the right to progress through the material at a


         pace that will meet the student's learning objectives.  The


         course outline is subject to change at the discretion of the

                  faculty member.  The changes will be mentioned and discussed

                  with the class, if applicable.

IX. Other Misc. Information:  

· My class notes will NOT be available to the students for copying.

Remember, not everybody knows everything there is to know about medical terms, procedures, diseases, therefore, there will be times when reference books are.  Specific questions should be directed to my e-mail, and I will try to answer them within 24 hours, if there is even any information on that topic.

NOTES:  The student is encouraged to come during office hours to go over exams.


Please consult the current course schedule to find out important dates such as holidays and the final day to withdraw.
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