SYLLABUS  FOR
 BIOLOGY 1308 Biology Concepts for Health Pre-Professionals
SPRING TERM 2009
28654 Lec 005|      CYP  CYP5 2207  MW        1:25pm- 3:05pm 

	Instructor
	Rick Fofi
	WEBSITE
	http://www.austincc.edu/rfofi

	OFFICE PHONE
	223-2179
	EMAIL
	rfofi@austincc.edu

	CELL PHONE
	(512) 971-6996
	OFFICE
	CYP 2224

	FAX
	223-3060
	OFFICE HOURS
	3:30 – 5:30 Mon &Wed, others by appt


COURSE DESCRIPTION: BIOL 1308  Biology Concepts for Health Pre-Professionals.  Designed to provide the fundamentals of biology and critical thinking skills to prepare students for BIOL 2304 (Human Anatomy), BIOL 2305 (Human Physiology) and BIOL 2404 (Intro to A&P). Recommended as preparation for the anatomy and physiology assessment tests. 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS:

1. Inquiry Into Life,  12th edition 2008, Mader, Sylvia S.  Publisher: Mcgraw-Hill

2. Course Web Site -  http://www.austincc.edu/rfofi
COURSE RATIONALE:  This course is a precursor  to courses in Anatomy and Physiology.  The goal for  this course is to adequately prepare students for the health science programs at ACC.  Specific skills and competencies are expected of students who successfully complete this course to include:


· Ability to explain biological in detail and on an appropriate level (knowledge, comprehension, application and analysis)

· Ability to carry out analytical procedures

· Ability to infer from data

· Ability to demonstrate higher level critical thinking skills

· Ability to solve problems

· Ability to construct graphs from data

· Ability to obtain information from graphs

· Ability to work effectively in a group

· Ability to follow directions

· Computer literacy

· Self-directed learning

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  A list of specific learning objectives for each unit will be provided.  You are responsible for and will be tested on all material in the objectives that I present in lecture and lab.
ATTENDANCE:  You are responsible for attending all lectures and lab.  For most students, course performance is linked to course attendance.  You are responsible for all materials, activities, assignments or announcements covered in class, regardless of your reason for being absent.  If you do miss a class, it is your responsibility to get lecture notes from someone in the class and to get handouts and assignments from me.

WITHDRAWAL:  If you decide to drop the class, you are responsible for completing all necessary paperwork.  I do not withdraw students for non-attendance; if you stop attending class and do not withdraw yourself from the course, you will end up with a grade of F for the semester.  You should consider withdrawing if you miss more than 2 classes.  I may withdraw you for failure to progress satisfactorily toward completion of the course objectives if you a) have 2 successive absences or b) if you fail to take an exam within the stated period. 

The last day to withdraw from this semester is 27 April 2009

Students are responsible for understanding the impact withdrawing from a course may have on their financial aid, veterans’ benefits, international student status, and academic standing.  See the course schedule for information on add/drops procedures, deadlines, and tuition refunds.  

Effective spring 2006, any student taking a class for the third time or more may be charged an additional $60 per credit hour unless exempted

Effective fall 2007, students attending Texas public colleges can withdraw from no more than six courses during their undergraduate career. The withdrawal limit applies to first-time college students and follows them until they graduate. Current and returning students are not affected.

GRADES:  Your final grade depends on the total number of points you accumulate from these sources.  

	source
	number
	points ea
	total 

	Quizzes
	10
	10
	100

	Exams
	5
	100
	500

	Total
	
	
	600


*  Please note:  if the number of exams or assignments changes during the semester, the 

total number of points will be adjusted before computing your course average.


Final Grading Scale:  90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F

A grade of incomplete (I) will be assigned only if you have:


-  A valid reason (instructor makes decision) with written documentation,


-  Requested a grade of “I” in writing,


-  Completed all of the course work scheduled before the drop deadline,


-  Completed more than 50% of the course work, and


-  At least a 70% (c) average on completed work.

If you want to know your final grade at the end of the semester before grade slips are mailed out by ACC, bring a stamped self-addressed envelope to the last class.

EXPECTATIONS:  I expect you to be prepared for each lecture and lab class and to participate in all class activities. You are expected to be familiar with the concepts  previously covered throughout the semester.  If you are not familiar with this material, I expect you to review these concepts before attending class.  If you need help with review material, you should see me during office hours, use the Biology Study Lab, see the parallel studies lab tutors or work with your study group.

To pass the course (with a grade of 70% C), you should expect to spend at least 2 hours outside of class for every hour spent in class.  That means a minimum of 10 hours of quality, undisturbed study time outside of class per week.  If you expect to earn a grade higher than C, you should expect to spend even more time preparing for class.  If your background in Anatomy is weak or if your reading, studying and analytical skills are weak, you may need to spend more time just to pass.  Everyone who has the prerequisites (and learned the material) should be capable of earning a passing grade in this class.  The main impediment for most students is usually time.  Make sure you have enough time to study in order to earn the grade you need.

EXAMS:  There will be 5 lecture exams.  Refer to the course schedule for dates.  Lecture exams may be a mixture of multiple choice and essay.  The chapters covered by each exam are indicated on the course schedule and the material is specified in the learning objectives for each unit.  There are no retests in this course; once you have taken an exam, you may not take it again to try for a better grade.

All exams will be given in class on the days when they are scheduled unless the class and the instructor think there is a valid reason for changing the date.  When you take an exam, you must turn in the exam before you leave the room or you will receive a grade of 0 for the exam.  You may not leave the room without turning in your test materials. 

MAKEUP EXAMS:  There is an optional comprehensive make-up exam covering material from the entire semester. It will be use as a make-up exam if you miss a regularly scheduled exam or do poorly on any one exam.  The makeup exam will be all multiple choice and will be given at the end of the semester.  The optional make-up exam can only substitute one test score.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office of Students with Disabilities (OSD) on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.  Students who are requesting accommodation must provide the instructor with a letter of accommodation from the OSD at the beginning of the semester.  Accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the letter of accommodation from OSD.  If you have a disability, you will have to bring me the letter of accommodation before I can arrange special testing.  If you have a medical condition that would require you to leave the room during the exam, you are responsible for arranging, either with me or special services, to take the exam before the rest of the class takes it.  Students with disabilities must provide me with a copy of their letter of accommodation before I can make any special arrangements for lecture, lab or exams.

SCHOLASTIC  DISHONESTY:  Unless I give you specific instructions otherwise, do your own assignments and only your own assignments. Do not copy material from another source or another student. Do not allow any other student to see or copy your work.  All work must be in your own words, and must be substantially different from work done by anyone else.   All students must adhere to the current policies and procedures of ACC. Students should be familiar with the current policies and procedures in the  ACC Student Handbook (also available in the Student Development Office), and the ACC General Catalog (also available in the Admissions and Records Office). Violations of ACC policies and procedures will be handled according to the Student Discipline Procedures as described in the current ACC Student Handbook.  Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to, cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be a result of their thought, research of self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations; and homework.  I will ask you to sign an “Academic Honor Code” at the beginning of the semester.  If I observe cheating during an exam or practical, I will collect the exam(s) of the person(s) involved and ask him/her/them to leave the class.  

The consequences of cheating will be:
1) a grade of zero on the exam or practical with no opportunity for makeup 
2) incident will be reported by the instructor 
3) all subsequent exams will be taken in the presence of a proctor or in an assigned seat
To avoid any problems that may arise from misunderstandings, you should follow these procedures during exams:  
1) All personal belongings should be under your desk
2) All books and notebooks should be closed with no loose papers visible
3) You should keep your eyes on your own paper
4) Absolutely no talking, 

5) If you expect to need tissues or medications, get them out before the exam and leave them on your desk
6) keep your exam answer sheet covered so it is not visible to other students
7) You may not leave the room until you have finished the exam.  

ACADEMIC FREEDOM:  Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good.  The common good depends on a search for truth and upon free expression.  In this course the professors and students shall strive to protect free inquiry and the open exchange of facts, ideas and opinions.  Students are free to take exception to views offered in this course and to reserve judgment about debatable issues.  Grades will not be affected by personal views.  With this freedom comes the responsibility of civility and a respect for a diversity of ideas and opinions.  This means that students must take turns speaking, listen to others speak without interruption, and refrain from name-calling or other personal attacks.  Disruptive behavior will be privately counseled, and, if continued, could result in the withdrawal of the disruptive student from the course by the instructor.

TESTING CENTER POLICY:  Make up exams may be given through the testing center. For the policies go to:


http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr
STUDENT SERVICES and INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES:  The following websites can provide valuable information and resources:


http://www3.austincc.edu/evpcss/rss.Default.htm

http://www3.austincc.edu/evpcss/handbk/toc.htm

http://www3.austincc.edu/evpcss/memos/reference.htm
TIMELY RETURN OF PAPERS:  Papers and exams will be graded within 1 week.

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE:

1. Prepare for lecture by 

a) Previewing the text 
b) Completing assignments 
c) Reviewing material from the previous class 

2. Attend every class, participate – ask and answer questions

3. Use your note pages effectively - the more you are writing the less you are learning.  
4. Review your notes after class, highlight the material you need help 

5. Prioritize the concepts based on the emphasis I place on them

6. See me during office hours for help with anything you didn't understand from class

7. Form a study group with 2 or 3 other people and meet on a weekly basis

8. Short study periods every day are many times more effective than one long study session 

9. Think conceptually about what you are learning, don’t just memorize
10. Communicate what you have learned to anyone who will listen

BLOOM'S TAXONOMY OF LEARNING

1.00 KNOWLEDGE - remembering previously learned material; knowledge of specific facts and definitions, classifications, criteria.
2.00  COMPREHENSION - grasping the meaning of material; converting material from one form to another; explaining or summarizing material, extending the meaning beyond the data.
3.00  APPLICATION - using information in concrete situations.
4.00  ANALYSIS - breaking down material into its parts; identifying the parts, the relationship between the parts, the way the parts are organized.
5.00  SYNTHESIS - putting parts together into a whole.
6.00  EVALUATION  - judging the value of an object/material thing using definite criteria.


   Fofi/4

