BUSG 1191 Special Topics in Business—China (1 credit)

Spring Study Abroad China Syllabus
March 12-March  23 in Beijing, Xi An, and Shanghai
Instructors
Dr. Reed Peoples and Dr. Zhen Peng
Department of Management
Austin Community College
11928 Stonehollow Drive
Austin, TX  78758
Contact 

Email: rpeoples@austincc.edu
Northridge Campus

Room 4244
Phone: 512-223-4757
Fax: 
512-223-4988
Course Text:

To be decided
Required Material:
Notebook to maintain your journal.

Course Description: International Study Tour—This Course is held for ten days week in China. Students are introduced to the management practices, culture, history, and language of China business tours, seminars, and museum visits. Seminars are conducted at a host educational institution.  Course may be repeated for credit up to two times as destination varies. Minimum age is 18.This course is designed to introduce the student to modern China, its geography, history, culture, politics, foreign relations, society and economy.  As much as possible, the course is taught as an interaction between the student living in China and the surrounding society.  Ideally, lessons learned in class can be taken out into the student’s larger experience of China and corroborated (or challenged) in museums, local visits, travel, field observation and discussions with host peers and others.  In this course, the larger classroom is outside the walls; it is all of China that can be encountered, seen, and observed in the too short time at our disposal.

Prerequisites: None

Course Goals:  The course is an ideal way for the American student to gain knowledge about and experience a foreign culture first hand.  The value of foreign field experience, particularly when partnered with language instruction, is an effective way for the student interested in international affairs to gain direct knowledge of one of the world’s most important countries.   
Performance Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:

· Discuss in some detail the main outlines of China’s geography (physical, economical, and cultural) and its history as the earth’s oldest continuous civilization.

· Know the main schools of thought in China, from Confucianism to the present.

· Know how modern China is structured in the aftermath of its encounter with the West and its revolution.

· Discuss how China is changing and understand some of the deeper trends at work in the country.

· Know something about contemporary cultural forms in music and literature.

· Be able to discuss in some depth the prospects for China, East Asia, and US-China relations.  This should include alternative scenarios.
Grading:
To pass the course, each student must attend all classes and activities as well as turn in a reflection paper, written from your journal, at the end of the term.






Points



Participation


 150



Reflection Paper

 150

The following points are needed to receive a letter grade:



270 points
            A



240-269 points
B



210-239 points
C


The Journal: 
The journal is your chance to embark on a disciplined and reflective approach to your daily life.  The journal should record your own encounter with China: where you went and what you did; who you talked with and about what; what you learned; what you read; what you observed; what is different and what is the same about Chinese society and life; even, if you want, how you felt about things that happened to you and things you discovered and understood for yourself.  It can be kept as a written document.  But, you could also add a video or photographs.
Write in your journal each day.  Note the date and time.  This is the place for your descriptions of site visits.  It is also a place to integrate reflections on readings and lectures, comments on all dimensions of the culture, thoughts about history and current developments, and conclusions you may have drawn from conversations.  The journal is not meant to be a solitary endeavor, but to be shared—at least to a degree.  The journal is not as confidential as a diary.  As an academic journal, it contains your own thoughtful synthesis of your experience in China.   
The reflection paper is due to the Instructor by March 31, 2009.
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