Hydrogen
The name is derived from the Greek words hydro and genes, meaning water forming.

It is the first element on the Periodic Table.

It is the first element of “Creation”.

It fuels the sun and stars.

It is the most abundant element in the Universe,  making up 88% of the atoms in the Universe.

H, He, and Li were the first elements and were produced by the Big Bang.

Our sun converts H to He at the rate of 600 million tonnes per second, turning 5 million tonnes of matter into energy!!

We have about 7 kg of H in our body.

Hydrogen and oxygen make up water and our bodies contain about 65% water and need 2.5 L of water a day to survive.

The element was known long before it was officially discovered in 1766 by Henry Cavendish.  It was known that iron filings and acids reacted to give a flammable gas, from 1671, but Cavendish actually trapped the gas and showed that ignition of the gas formed water.

Hydrogen is the lightest gas, and was exploited for air travel starting in 1900.  Slowly, airships began using He instead of H for lift, due to the explosive nature of H gas.

Hydrogen produces the most fearful weapon of modern times, the hydrogen bomb.  The hydrogen bomb can create an explosion large enough to obliterate an entire city of a million people.  This technology utilizes nuclear chemistry, similar to the reactions taking place on the surface of the sun.

Hydrogen is seen as the green gas of the future.  The energy given off by burning hydrogen gas ( 25 kcal/g) exceeds that of natural gas (10 kcal/g) and the sole by product is water.

