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CH 25   
  STUDY GUIDE        THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL, 1929-1939

PEOPLE, PLACES & EVENTS

1. Lorena Hickok & an activist federal government
2. Depression era movies
3. The dust storms of the Plains 
4. The “Dust Bowl” 
5. The Depression & the Mexican minority 
6. The Scottsboro boys in the Depression

7. Herbert Hoover in 1929 & investment banking
8. Herbert Hoover’s response to the Great Depression 
9. Hoover’s administration attempts to alleviate the Depression
10. President Herbert Hoover’s initial approach to the Great Depression 
11. President Hoover & cooperative private initiative
12. Hoover failed, why? 
13. The “Bonus Expeditionary Force” 

14. The election of 1932 
15. Franklin Roosevelt’s new Democratic coalition
16. Hoover’s final assessment of the Bonus Army

17. The New Deal labor unions
18. FDR & Congress 
19. Eleanor Roosevelt & the disadvantaged
20. The New Deal’s first step to achieve recovery 

21. President Roosevelt & the banking crisis of 1933 
22. The New Deal & the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
23. New Deal plans for the national parks and recreational areas
24. The National Recovery Administration & “codes of fair practice” 
25. The NRA & AAA idea of voluntary, private sector‑government partnership 
26. The Supreme Court & the  NRA and AAA
27. The New Deal  &  labor union leaders
28. The New Deal critics 
29. The “second New Deal” 
30. The Second New Deal & a public insurance program for the elderly
31. The election of 1936
32. Roosevelt’s administration & racial integration 
33. Post office murals & the Depression
34. The New Deal’s attempt at recovery from the Great Depression
COMPLETION

1. Decentralized, mismanaged, and plagued by executives who served to encourage rather than restrain speculation, the [                                              ] industry with its structural weaknesses and 6,000 individual failures contributed significantly to the economic decline.

2. [                                                                                                                                         ] is an example of a business that actually prospered during the Depression.

3. A natural disaster with origins in human mismanagement, the [                                     ] was created by windstorms that swept the Great Plains.

4. With popular shows like the “Lone Ranger,” soap operas, and the comedy of Burns and Allen and Jack Benny, [                                              ] became the entertainment of choice for many Americans during the Depression.

5. Long-distance refugees from the devastating Dust Bowl usually                                       headed [                                                                                                             ].

6. Hoover’s strategy for combating the Depression rested on two faulty assumptions, one of which was [                                                                                                                       ].
7. Wisconsin’s Farm Holiday Association dumped milk onto highways in a desperate attempt       to [                                                                                                                                  ].

8. Personally leading U.S. Army troops against the encampment of the Bonus Army was the Army Chief of Staff, the future World War II and Korean War general [                                ].

9. New York Governor Franklin Roosevelt defeated President Herbert Hoover in the             decisive [                      ] election.

IDENTIFICATION

Students should be able to describe the following key terms, concepts, individuals, and places, and explain their significance:

Terms and Concepts

	Gone With the Wind
	bear market

	Dust Bowl
	The Good Earth

	The Grapes of Wrath
	“Swing”

	“invasion from Mars”
	Becky Sharp

	Marijuana Tax Act
	Southern Tenant Farmers Union

	Hawley-Smoot Tariff
	Emergency Committee on Employment

	Bonus Expeditionary Force
	Emergency Relief and Construction Act

	margin requirements
	Reconstruction Finance Corporation

	Okies
	


Individuals and Places

	J. Paul Getty
	Benny Goodman

	Joad family
	the Scottsboro boys

	Father Divine
	William Z. Foster

	Milo Reno
	George S. Patton, Jr.


Critical Thinking

EVALUATING EVIDENCE (ILLUSTRATIONS AND CHARTS)

1. What is the subject of the painting on page 826? What is the mood of the people in the painting? How is mood conveyed? What is their attitude toward the administrator? The administrator’s attitude toward them? How can you tell?

2. What is the relationship between such historical events as the election of Roosevelt in 1932, Roosevelt’s leftward turn in 1935, and the rise and fall of unemployment according to the chart on page 840?

CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Students have been asked to read carefully the following excerpt from the text and then answer the questions that follow.

The operation commenced at dusk on July 28, 1932. The soldiers cleared the Federal Triangle with bayonets and tear gas. Aide Dwight Eisenhower watched helplessly as Major George S. Patton, Jr., rode down a crowd of Bonus marchers in the last mounted charge of the United States Cavalry. MacArthur then turned to the Bonus Expeditionary Force encampment on the Anacostia Flats across the Potomac River. Despite President Hoover’s orders to halt, the general burned the camp to the ground. As smoke drifted over the Capitol the next morning, the Bonus marchers had vanished, except for 300 wounded veterans. Among them was Joseph Agelino. In 1918 he had received the Distinguished Service Cross for saving the life of a young officer named George S. Patton, Jr.

Hoover took full responsibility. He offered the lame excuse that Bonus marchers were “not veterans” but “Communists and persons with criminal records” bent on insurrection. An exhaustive survey of the Bonus Army conducted by the Veterans Administration belied the claim. More than 9 of 10 marchers had been veterans, nearly 7 of 10 had served overseas, and 1 in 5 was disabled. What they wanted was food and jobs. In Albany, New York governor Franklin Roosevelt exploded at the president’s performance: “There is nothing inside the man but jelly.” Like the hero of a classical tragedy, Herbert Hoover came tumbling down.

Hoover’s record of accomplishments made the tragedy all the more poignant. However cautiously he responded to the Depression, he had taken unprecedented federal action. Nothing worked, and his credibility collapsed. Journalist Edward Angley published all of the president’s sunny forecasts in 1931 and called the book Oh Yeah! Trapped by fears of big government and committed to the associational formula of private initiative and voluntary cooperation, Hoover could go no further.

PRIMARY SOURCE: An Editor Loses His Job in the 
Great Depression*
Ward James was born in Wisconsin and educated there. When the Great Depression struck, he was working at a small publishing house in New York. In 1935, he lost his job and went on relief. Forty years later he recalled his experiences.

I was out of work for six months. I was losing my contacts as well as my energy. I kept going from one publishing house to another. I never got past the telephone operator. It was just wasted time. One of the worst things was occupying your time, sensibly. You’d go to the library. You took a magazine to the room and sat and read. I didn’t have a radio. I tried to do some writing and found I couldn’t concentrate. The day was long. There was nothing to do evenings. I was going, around in circles, it was terrifying. So I just vegetated.

With some people I knew, there was a coldness, shunning: I’d rather not see you just now. Maybe I’ll lose my job next week. On the other hand, I made some very close friends, who were merely acquaintances before. If I needed $15 for room rent or something, it was available....

I finally went on relief. It’s an experience I don’t want anybody to go through. It comes as close to crucifixion as.... You sit in an auditorium and are given a number. The interview was utterly ridiculous and mortifying. In the middle of mine, a more dramatic guy than I dived from the second floor stairway, head first, to demonstrate he was gonna get on relief even if he had to go to the hospital to do it.

There were questions like: Who are your friends? Where have you been living? Where’s your family? I had sent my wife and child to her folks in Ohio, where they could live more simply. Why should anybody give you money? Why should anybody give you a place to sleep? What sort of friends? This went on for half an hour. I got angry and said, “Do you happen to know what a friend is?” He changed his attitude very shortly. I did get certified some time later. I think they paid $9 a month.

I came away feeling I didn’t have any business living any more. I was imposing on somebody, a great society or something like that....

I feel anything can happen. There’s a little fear in me that it might happen again It does distort your outlook and your feeling. Lost time and lost faith....

* From Studs Terkel, Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression (1978). Copyright 1970 by Studs Terkel. Reprinted by permission of pantheon Books, a division of Random House Inc.
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