English Composition I—ENGL 1301- Fall

T/Th, 10:35-11:50, Room 2307 (#06623-028)

Professor S. Stover, M.A.

staceyt@austincc.edu
African American Cultural Center, EVC 2127
223-5165

Office Hours

M-Th, 7:00-9:00 a.m;

M and W, 2-3:00 p.m.
T & Th, noon-2:00 p.m.
By appointment

Required Materials

Composition I Folder
Basic English Syntax packet
Flash drive (recommended)

The Bedford Handbook, 7th edition, Diana Hacker

General Requirements

Final papers are expected to be virtually free of error.  Editing and proofreading will be important steps toward an Acceptable paper.  Please staple essays and number all pages after page one.  As a courtesy to others, please cut off all pagers and cell phones when in class.

Assignments

Assignments are due upon the assigned dates and are to be turned in upon entering class.  Revisions and rewrites must be submitted with the original assignments.  Assignments will be rewritten/revised/edited until they are evaluated as Acceptable.  If a student is not progressing in the course (fails to meet established deadlines), that student will be withdrawn.  If the withdrawal date has passed, the student will receive a failing grade for the course.

Quizzes

A total of five quizzes will be given, with no makeups allowed.  They are designed to prepare students for the C test as well as encourage students to remain on schedule.  Students who do not receive an average grade of 75% on the quizzes may not advance beyond the C test.

Workdays

Students are expected to work in class whether or not they prefer to use the computers to type their paper.  All students are required to participate on workdays, so bring a printout of your essay to class on those days.

Lab Use

Your work is to be original and no help may be used other than the instructor’s or that of the writing lab tutors.  Lab tutors are to help but are not to edit or proofread your papers.  Your lab time is to be part of your learning process.  If you depend on tutors to do your work, you will definitely have a more difficult time with the C test, since you will be working entirely on your own.  For A and B papers, you may not receive assistance from the learning lab.

Format

Students must turn in papers typed in standard manuscript format (MLA).  The standard font size is 12 and no italicized fonts are permitted.

Schedule

The schedule is set up to allow every student to earn an “A” in the course.   Some students will not earn an “A” because they cannot keep up with the schedule, or because they have deficiencies in their background which make them under-prepared for the course.

The Essay

An effective essay is clearly stated (coherent), well-developed (through concrete detail) and interesting.  To achieve clarity, attention must be given to diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), grammar and usage.  An Acceptable paper contains no comma splices, run-on sentences, fragments or distracting mechanical errors and is written at college reading level using complex sentences and sentence variety (avoid short, choppy sentences).

Editing and proofreading are essential for an Acceptable paper.
Grading Policy

The grade of “C” can be earned by having the essays accepted and the C Test passed by the deadlines posted on the course calendar.  If you do not pass the C Test, you will earn a D in the course.

The grade of “B” 

1. An automatic “B” can be earned by having an 80% quiz average and passing the C Test on the first try.  You may pursue the “A” grade. 

2. A final grade of “B” can be earned by having a 75% quiz average, writing the B paper, and passing the C Test on the first try.  You are not eligible to pursue the “A” grade. 

The grade of “A” can be earned by having an 80% quiz average, passing the C-Test on the first try, and having the A paper accepted on the first submission.

New State Withdrawal Policy for First Time in College Students

Students may withdraw from one or more courses prior to the withdrawal deadline by submitting a request form to Admissions and Records. Withdrawal deadlines are published in the academic calendar. Withdrawal courses appear on the student’s record with a grade of W. Until a student is officially withdrawn, the student remains on the class roll and may receive a grade of F for the course. 

Students are responsible for understanding the impact withdrawing from a course may have on their financial aid, veterans’ benefits, international student status, and academic standing. Students are urged to consult with their instructor or an advisor before making schedule changes. 

Per state law, students enrolling for the first time in fall 2007 or later at any Texas college or university may not withdraw (receive a W) from more than six courses during their undergraduate college career. Some exemptions for good cause could allow a student to withdraw from a course without having it count toward this limit. Students are encouraged to carefully select courses; contact an advisor or counselor for assistance.

Calendar

Week 1
          
Review Syllabus

8/28



Discuss Purposes and Patterns

                                 
Discuss Expressive and Narrative Writing Paper 1

Week 2                    
Discuss Purposes and Patterns, Pick up Comp Folders

9/4                         
Paper 1 – Expressive Narrative Due Tuesday

Discuss Referential / Classification Paper 2

                               
Quiz 1-Purposes, patterns, & characteristics of expressive w.

Week 3             
Discussion Persuasion / Evaluation Paper 3

9/11                     
Review Purposes

Week 4               
Workday

9/18                       
Paper 2 – Referential / Classification Due Tuesday

                                 
Quiz 2- Q1 + characteristics of referential w.

Week 5                
Workdays

9/25
Week 6

Paper 3 – Persuasion / Evaluation Due Tuesday

10/2                      
Discuss classification and MLA

                                  
Discuss Research / Classification Paper 4

                                  
Workday / Info Game

Week 7

Quiz 3- Comprehensive—Everything 

10/9
If you do not have Paper 3 Accepted by this week, you will be withdrawn from the course.

                                  
Workday- Info Game Due

Week 8

Workdays-Library assignment (MLA) 

10/16
Week 9
Discuss C test papers A & B; Library assignment Due (MLA)

10/23                  
Quiz 4- C-test pretest

Week 10                 
Workday

 10/30
            
Discuss paper 5 – Interpretation and Analysis




Paper 4 – Research / Classification Due Thursday

Week 11                    
 

11/6                     
Quiz 5 C-test pretest 




** Remember, you must have an average quiz grade of 

                                     75% to go beyond the C test.

Week 12                
Paper 5 – Analysis / Interpretation Due Tuesday

11/13


Thursday—workday #5/Retest—Paper #5/C-test permission slips granted

Paper 4 must be Accepted by 11/13 or you will be withdrawn from the course.

November 26th is the last day to withdraw from the course with a “W”

Week 13

C-Test for A-grade               

11/20
Paper 5 must be Accepted by 11/20 or you will be withdrawn from the course.

November 26th is the last day to withdraw from the course with a “W.”

** Remember, you must have an average quiz grade of 

                                     75% to go beyond the C test.




Thanksgiving Holiday—no class on Thursday, 11/22d.

Week 14

Discuss A paper

 11/27                    
B paper due for A grade

                                 
C Test for B-grade

Week 15                  
workdays
12/4


 

Week 16

A paper due for A grade; B paper due for B grade 

12/11


C – Test due for C grade no later than 12/11
Schedule

C plan deadline

C test—12/11
B plan deadlines

C test—11/29
B paper—12/11
A plan deadlines

C test—11/22
B paper—11/29
A paper—12/11
Paper 1

After discussing the chapters on expressive writing and narration, write a 500-word (maximum) expressive narrative of event essay.  Using first person point of view, tell a story with characters about an event that happened to you that has affected you significantly.  Your story must have a conflict and a resolution.  It may have dialogue and you will use detail to make your story vivid and specific.  Choose an event that changed you, matured you, or made you who you are today.  Comment on the significance of the event in your life.

A Possible Format Might Be

Paragraph 1 - briefly discussing event and its significance to you

Paragraph 2, 3, & 4 - retelling event in chronological order

Paragraph 5 - discussing how event affected you

Paragraph 6 - concluding with restatement of importance of event

Due Date:
September 4th


Paper #2

After discussing the chapter on referential writing, write a two-page paper using classification as a pattern of organization.  Focus on giving information in a factual, objective manner and describe your subject clearly and thoroughly.  Choose a subject you are familiar with from work, hobbies, or an academic course.  You will describe your subject to an audience who has never seen and has no knowledge of it.  Do not use 1st person, 2nd person or give personal opinions.  Underline your thesis.

A possible format might be:

Paragraph 1 – brief description of subject

Paragraph 2 – description of one aspect

Paragraph 3 – ditto with another aspect

Paragraph 4 – ditto with one more aspect

Paragraph 5 – conclusion that sums up key aspects of subject

Due Date: 
September 18th 

Paper #3

After discussing chapters on persuasion and evaluation, write a two-page paper in which you review a place or an event, such as a concert, movie, gym or restaurant.  You will be making a judgment on the quality of your subject and convincing your reader to agree with you, based on your criteria. Underline the thesis which is a statement of your position on the worth of your subject.  You must support up all opinions with specific examples that support whatever you say about your subject.

A possible structure might be:

Paragraph 1 - thesis in which you state your judgement of subject and at least 3 different

                       reasons for your judgement

Paragraph 2 - discuss with examples a reason for your evaluation

Paragraph 3, 4, &5 – ditto as paragraph 2

Paragraph 6 - sum up evidence and restate your thesis

Due Date:
October 2d


If you do not have this paper Accepted by October 11th, you will be withdrawn from the course.

Paper #4

Write a 1000 word (maximum) research paper that is informative and uses classification as an organizational pattern.  You may expand your informative paper for this essay—be sure to get my permission if you plan on doing this though—not all papers will work. You must use at least five sources (but three different types) which may be books, journals, newspapers, brochures, or encyclopedias.  Choose for a topic, a person, place, animal or issue that interests you.  You will give information on your topic in an objective and thorough manner (informative) and organize your paper into different categories (classification).  Your paper must have an underlined thesis, a minimum of five paragraphs which will include an introduction, three separate paragraphs of discussion on parts of your topic and a conclusion.  You must have a thesis statement in your first paragraph which you must underline.  In addition, you must use the MLA system of documentation and have a works cited page with at least one citation for each of your sources. Your sources will be listed in the works cited page using MLA format.  You must document (cite) all specific information whether quoted or paraphrased that you use in your paper.  Please refer to the additional handouts for more information.

Please read:

Your paper will be returned Ungraded if …your thesis is not underlined; you have not used the required five sources; you have used something other than MLA; or you have disregarded the 1000 word limit. 

You must use ACC’s database for at least one online resource.

A possible format might be:

Paragraph 1-  thesis and points to be made about the subject

Paragraph 2, 3, and 4 – discussion of each point about the topic

Paragraph 5 --sum up points and relate them to thesis statement

Due Date:
November 1st

 

If this paper is not Accepted by November 13th, you will be withdrawn from the course.

Paper #5

This essay will be written in class. You should be familiar with the four purposes of writing and the four patterns of organization.  You will read a story where you will identify the purpose and pattern used.  You will then be required to write an in-class essay where you support your essay with evidence.  This essay will be due at the end of class.  Remember – it will not be Accepted unless you incorporate the specific general characteristics of the specific purpose of writing. As always, underline your thesis in the introductory paragraph. Refer to the Structuring Your Analysis handout for the pattern that you will be required to follow for this assignment.

This is in preparation for the C-Test which you must complete successfully to pass English Composition I.

In class:  November 13th 

Rewrite, Revisions, Edits:  November 15th  
 

If this paper is not Accepted by November 20th, you will be withdrawn from the course.

C Test---Option 1

              You must have a test permit from the instructor to take this test.  In the testing center,  

              you will be given an essay and instructions on how to analyze the essay.  You will be 

              asked to discuss the thesis and major points the author makes in the essay.  Additionally


  you will discuss, with examples, how the author develops the essay in terms of the 

              patterns and processes that were studied in this class.  Finally, you will be asked to 

              evaluate the quality of the essay and to give examples from the essay to support your 

              evaluation.  You are allowed to retest only once.  If you retest, you may not pursue a 

              grade higher than a “C”.  

Attention

If you plan on pursuing a grade of A or B, please remember that you are required to do your own work.  You may not receive assistance from anyone, including the tutors in the learning lab.  

“B” Paper—Permission required, final grade of B

Write a 1000 word paper that is persuasive evaluation.  Choose a specific person,

place, or thing to evaluate.  Set up at least four stated criteria for judging your subject.

Criteria must be general and apply to all members of the class.  Example: a great     restaurant should be cheap, clean and quiet.  Thesis:  Olive Garden is one of the greatest restaurants I’ve visited. This topic cannot be the same as your previous persuasive/evaluation paper. If you evaluated a restaurant the first time, you cannot evaluate a restaurant this time.

Paragraph 1 – introduce subject and general criteria.  Underline the thesis statement.

Paragraph 2-4 - briefly define each criterion.  Give specific examples how your subject

measures up to each criterion.

            Paragraph 5 – sum up and repeat thesis.

This paper must be Accepted on the first submission to pursue an A in the course; an edit (on-the-spot corrections) means that you cannot earn beyond a B in the course.  A revision means that you have earned a C in the course. You must work on your own.

 “A” paper—Permission required

You must write a 1000 word paper that is persuasive and uses comparison and contrast as an organizing pattern.  You will compare two people, places or things and show how one is better than the other.  You must use alternation of detail in your comparison and contrast and have at least four areas of comparison for your topic.  Remember to underline a thesis in the introductory paragraph.  Paragraph one must have a thesis which states a preference and the four areas on which to compare and contrast the topic; each paragraph thereafter should have the likenesses and differences of the area of comparison; the last paragraph should have a conclusion that sums up the likenesses and differences and restates the thesis.  You must work on your own.

This paper must be Accepted on the first submission; NO revisions/edits are accepted.

