Fall 2008
Writing Skills II—DEVW 1413
	EVC

Professor S. Thompson Stover

staceyt@austincc.edu
223.5165

DEVW 1413-22136-001

T/Th 9:10-10:25 a.m

Office hours:
Monday-Thursday, 8:30-9:00 a.m.

Monday & Wednesday, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday, 12:00-3:00 p.m.

And by appointment.

	RGC

Professor Patricia Dungan
padungan@austincc.edu
223.3357
Office hours:
MTWTh 8:00-9:00 am; RGC 215.5
SAT 8:30-9:00 am; NRG Portable Bldg. 1

And by appointment.



Required Materials

· flash drive/computer disk
· We will be using Blackboard for this class. It is mandatory that you log in by the end of the first week of class.  All of the assignments will be posted on Blackboard.
Optional textbook
· The Bedford Handbook, 7th edition
Essay Assignments—80% (800 points)

You will have an opportunity to work with the tutors in the learning lab before you submit your essays.  I recommend you take advantage of this as each paper will be graded upon first submission.  Do your best the first time around and visit the tutors in the learning lab before you submit your essays to me for a grade.

*******If the paper is not acceptable (less than 80%), you will be required to work with a writing tutor in the learning lab on your own, revise it, and submit it for a final grade.  You will have an opportunity to increase your final grade up to 10 points. Keep in mind that when you resubmit your papers, you will need to submit the original and the corrected copy.  RGC classes will use Track Changes in Blackboard. 
*******If you earn higher than an 80%, it is recommended, but not required, that you work with a tutor and resubmit your essay.  If you choose to do so, you will have an opportunity to increase your final grade up to 10 points. Keep in mind that when you resubmit your papers, you will need to submit the original and the corrected copy.  RGC classes will use Track Changes in Blackboard. 
Late Paper Policy: Papers are not due at the beginning of class, so do not come to class late because you are working on your paper. Late papers will be accepted as long as they are submitted within 24 hours of the due date. If the paper is due on Tuesday, you must submit it to the mailroom—EVC room 2167; RGC Blackboard—no later than noon on Wednesday.  If the paper is due on Thursday, you must submit it to the mail room no later than noon on Friday.  Students are not permitted to put their class assignments directly in the faculty mailboxes. Students must record their assignment in the Student Assignment Log and place their assignments in the Student Assignment Tray.  Essays will then be date stamped by a staff member in Duplication.  These essays must be stamped before I will grade them. If no one is available in the mailroom, please take your essay to the Campus Manager’s office for assistance.  
Attendance/ Withdrawal Policy:  Three absences and you will be withdrawn from course.
Scholastic Dishonesty Policy:  Students who violate the scholastic dishonesty policy may receive an F for the course.
Testing Center Policy:  Students will be required to take tests in the Testing Center.  Please refer to the Testing Center’s website for guidelines.  www.austincc.edu/testctr/ 
Student Discipline Policy:  Cell phone use is not permitted and cell phones should be turned off prior to class. Please be respectful of others.  Students who violate this policy will be asked to leave class. Repeat violators will be reported to the Dean of Students.

Format:  All essays must be submitted using MLA format.  
Quizzes & Test (200 points):  There will be four quizzes worth 25 points each and one major test worth 100 points.  Quiz material may be taken from anything we discuss in class any of the readings, and the test will be comprehensive based on the quizzes.
Grading Policy: You must pass the final exit essay to pass the course.
A twenty-five point Pass/Fail grading scale will be used to grade the Exit Essay. 
901-1000


A

801-900


B

701-800


C

601-700 points

D

below 600 points

F

Types of Essays

This class will focus on the persuasive purpose of writing by incorporating the different patterns of organization. This course is designed to prepare you for the mandatory exit essay as well as the first college-level writing course, English Composition I.  You must pass the final exit essay to pass Writing Skills II.
Calendar

	Week
	Dates
	Assignments
	Quizzes/Tests

	1


	August 25-29
	Write entrance essay #1 Review Syllabus 
	

	2
	Sept 1-5

ACC closed Sept 1 for Labor Day
	Review essay #1; Introduce purposes & patterns/website; read/ discuss “Shame” by Dick Gregory
	

	3
	Sept 8-12
	Identify purpose
Introduce expressive narrative #2; read/discuss “Salvation” by Langston Hughes and “Coming to an Awareness of Language” by Malcolm X
	Quiz #1—syllabus info & purposes and patterns characteristics

	4
	Sept 15-19
	Bring draft of expressive narrative/workday, essay #2; discuss website/characteristics/practice exercises 
	

	5
	Sept 22-26
	Workday, Essay #2 due Tuesday; discuss Essay #3—argumentative essay—P/F grading scale and basic English syntax packet; read/discuss “Mandatory AIDS Testing of Job Applicants” by Eileen Williams
Thursday, essay #2 returned—workday 
	

	6
	Sept 29, 30, 

Oct 1-3
	Final essay #2 due

Workday essay #3
	Quiz #2—basic English syntax; essay analysis form; pass/fail grading scale

	7
	Oct 6-10
	Workday, Essay #3 due Tuesday; discuss Essay #4—referential classification; read/discuss “Race Reckoning” by Brom Hoban and “The Three New Yorks” by E.B. White
Thursday, Essay #3 returned—workday
	

	8
	Oct 13-17
	Final Essay #3 due; workday  essay #4
	Quiz #3—P/F scale/essay analysis form/argumentative essay information


	9
	Oct 20-24
	Workday, Essay #4 due Tuesday; discuss Essay #5—in-class argumentative essay; read/discuss sample exit essays:  Should daycare facilities be housed at high schools?
Thursday, Essay #4 returned—workday
	

	10
	Oct 27-31
	Final Essay #4 due; workday essay #5—review components of argumentative essay writing
	Quiz #4—TBA

	11
	Nov 3-7
	In-class argumentative essay #5 scheduled for both days; bring a dictionary to use;
Final essay #5 due 
	

	12
	Nov 10-14
	Review essay #5; discuss and prepare for exit essay #6 to be taken in the EVC testing center next week
	

	13
	Nov 17-21
	There is no class scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 18th to allow you to go to the testing center. The midterm exit essay #6 must be taken no later than Wednesday, Nov 19th. You will return to class on Thursday, Nov. 20th for a workday.
The last day to withdraw from the class is next Monday, November 24th.
	

	14
	ACC closed Thursday, 11/27-Sunday, 11/30
Happy Thanksgiving!!
	Final midterm essay #6 due Tuesday, Nov. 25th
No class on Thursday, November 27th.

	

	15
	Dec 1-5
	Final Exit essay scheduled for Friday, Dec 5th.
	

	16
	Dec 8-11
	Discuss final & options
	


Essay Assignments Overview & Due dates
Paper 1—entrance essay, not graded immediately, due August 25-28th
Paper 2—expressive narrative, 100 points, due Sept 29-Oct 3
Paper 3—revised entrance essay, 100 points, due October 13-17th
Paper 4—referential classification, 100 points, October 27-31st
Paper 5—in-class persuasive essay, 200 points, November 3-7th
Paper 6—midterm, 200 points, November 17-19th
Paper 7A—final exit essay, 200 points, due December 5th OR
Paper 7B—alternate essay, due December 5th:  C-test pretest, 200 points
Departmental Exit Essay

On Friday of week fifteen all students enrolled in Writing Skills I and Writing Skills II are required to attend the departmental essay exam. Students will be given three hours to write a multi-paragraph persuasive essay which will be graded by the writing faculty. Students may test at any ACC campus. The test is scheduled for Friday, December 5, 2008, from 9:00-12:00 noon, and it is mandatory that you attend.  You must pass this essay to pass the course.
Two writing instructors will score each essay. Week sixteen of the semester, instructors will provide students with two analytic score reports for their essay, and instructors will hold student conferences to discuss the test results; however, instructors must return the essays to the department where they will remain on file for one semester.

Students who need testing accommodations or have a class on Friday during the nine to noon test time MUST request their accommodation or alternate test date in writing two weeks prior to the test date. The written request should be sent to the coordinator located at the campus the student is currently taking developmental writing.

A course grade of "F" will be assigned to any student who does not complete the required testing. 

Sign-in begins at 8:30 am; bring picture identification; know your instructor’s name and section.  You will receive more information at a later date, but mark your calendar now for Friday, December 5th.



WSII Grade Sheet
Entrance essay, not graded 
Essay 1

date taken
_____



Expressive narrative
Essay 2

initial grade
_____


final grade______ (100)



Revised entrance essay


Essay 3

initial grade
_____


final grade______ (100)



Referential classification


Essay 4

initial grade
_____


final grade______ (100)



In-class persuasive essay
Essay 5

initial grade _____


final grade______ (200)

Midterm essay
Essay 6

initial grade
_____


final grade_____   (200)

Final exit essay or alternate essay

Essay 7

initial grade
_____


final grade_____   (200) 

Quiz grades
Q1
_______Q2
__________Q3___________
Q4
___________

Quiz Grade Total___________/100

Grading Scale
901-1000


A

801-900


B

701-800


C

601-700 points

D

below 600 points

F

Final Grade______________/1000
WSII Syllabus
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