
Fall 2008

Writing Skills I—DEVW 1403
	Eastview (EVC)
MW 003-22117 12:00-1:15 room 3156
                   Lab 1:20-1:45 room 2304
Professor S. Stover, MA

staceyt@austincc.edu
223-5165

Office hours
            as posted below or by appointment

Monday & Wednesday, 
8:30-9 a.m. & 2-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Thursday, 
8:30-9 a.m. & noon-3:00 
African American Cultural Center, 

EVC 2127 


	Rio Grande (RGC)
TTh 007-22120 1:25-3:10 RGC 227

Northridge (NRG)
Sat. 025-22134 9-11:40 NRG PB1
Patricia Dungan, MS

padungan@austincc.edu
223-3357

RGC 215.5
Office hours
           as posted below or by appointment

· MTWTh 8:00-9:00 am; RGC 215.5

· SAT 8:30-9:00 am; NRG Portable Building 1




Course Materials

· A flash drive

· The Bedford Handbook, 7th edition, Diana Hacker (OPTIONAL)
· ACC Student Handbook

Grades 

You will earn grades on essays, tests, and lab assignments.  Your grades will be recorded in Blackboard.  Go to Course Tools and select My Grades. 
A = 90 – 100 and means that you have done EXCELLENT work.
B = 80 – 89 and means that you have done GOOD work.
C = 70 – 79 and means that you have done AVERAGE work.
D = 60 – 69 and means that you have done below average work. 
F = 59 – 0 and means that you have done unsatisfactory work.
IP = In-progress and means you have worked hard, but you were unable to pass the departmental requirement.  Unless you pass the writing portion of the TSI, you are required to retake WSI the next semester you enroll for classes at ACC.
Essay Assignments—70%

There are six essays to write for the class.  The deadline for each paper is posted on the course calendar.  Late work is accepted, but a 70 is the highest grade you may earn.  You must follow the process below for each essay. 
1. Carefully read the essay guidelines and ask questions when you don’t understand something.  Read the sample essay(s) provided in Blackboard.  

2. Submit your essay for content and proofreading feedback.  NOTE—submit the BEST work you can produce as you will receive a grade for the first submission.    
3. Conference with me.  
4. Submit a revised and edited draft for a final grade. 
Guidelines for submitting essays:

1. You may submit only one essay at a time; when a final grade is earned, the next paper 
may be submitted.

2. You must use MLA document design.
Quizzes—20%

Ten quizzes will be given, but they may not be taken early or late.  Class work and homework will prepare you for the tests.  
Labs—10%

There are ten lab assignments.  Late work is not accepted.  Assignments may be typed or handwritten. Each lab assignment is due the first day of each week that class meets.  For example, if your class meets on MW, the lab is due on Mondays.  If your class meets on TTh, the lab is due on Tuesdays.  If you are going to miss class, submit your lab assignment prior to the deadline.  Labs may be submitted in Blackboard, my ACC mailbox, or in class.  
Instructor’s Scholastic Dishonesty Policy
All work submitted in this course should be the student's own work. When a student borrows ideas, wording, or organization from another source, that information must be referenced using Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines.  Plagiarism or collusion could cause a student to receive a failing grade for the course or to be withdrawn from the course.  
Plagiarism is appropriating, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another's work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own work.  

Collusion is unauthorized collaboration with another person or persons in preparing written work for fulfillment of course work.

Punishment: Any student who submits a completely or largely plagiarized essay will be given a grade of F and be written up for academic discipline.  Any student caught cheating on a test will be given a zero on the test.  The second time the student will be given an “F” in the course and be written up for academic discipline.
Discipline Policy:  Be respectful of others. Cell phone use is not permitted and cell phones should be turned off during class. Students who disrupt class will be asked to leave. Repeat violators will be reported to the Dean of Students.

WSI Calendar

	Week
	Dates
	Essays
	Labs
	Tests

	1
	Aug. 25-29
	
	
	

	2
	Sept. 1-5
ACC Closed 9/1 for Labor day. 
	
	Lab 1 due
	

	3
	Sept. 8-12
	Essay one final due
	Lab 2 due
	

	4
	Sept. 15-19
	
	Lab 3 due
	Quiz 1

	5
	Sept. 22-26
	
	Lab 4 due
	

	6
	29-30 Oct. 1-3
	Essay two final due
	Lab 5 due
	Quiz 2

	7
	Oct. 6-10
	
	Lab 6 due
	

	8
	Oct. 13-17
	
	Lab 7 due
	Quiz 3

	9
	Oct. 20-24
	Essay three final due
	Revise Lab 7 as needed
	

	10
	Oct. 27-31
	Practice in-class essay w/ feedback; use grading scale on backside;
W: quiz 4:  BES, P/F scale/argumentative essay material
	Work on in-class essay
Lab 8 & 9
	Quiz 4

	11
	Nov. 3-7
	In-class essay paper #5
	In-class essay paper #5
	

	12
	Nov. 10-14
	M:  review paper 5;
Midterm in testing center W 10/12-Th, 11/11 

Deadline: TH, 11/11 @ 2:00 p.m.
	Midterm assessment
Lab 10

Computer-generated exercises
	

	13
	Nov. 17-21
	Discuss results of midterm/ student conferences/workdays—grammar and mechanics
	Computer-generated exercises
	

	14
	Nov. 24-26
-Last day to Withdraw 11/24
-ACC Closed 11/27-30 for Thanksgiving
	Workday:  Essay five final due Wednesday
	
	

	15
	Dec. 1-5
	Review, review, review
Essay six: exit essay, Friday, December 5th

	
	

	16
	Dec. 8-11
	Discuss final grades:  IP, Comp 4.0. 
	
	


WSI and WSII Exit Testing
Friday, December 5, 2008 from 9:00 AM -12:00 PM
On Friday of week fifteen all students enrolled in Writing Skills I and Writing Skills II are required to attend the departmental essay exam. Students will be given three hours to write a multi-paragraph persuasive essay which will be graded by the writing faculty.  For additional information, see paper six guidelines.
WSI College-wide Syllabus

Course Description
A review of grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, spelling, and words often confused. Introduction to writing paragraphs and essays. Emphasis on planning, writing, and revising of assignments. Individualized and group instruction in a classroom or workshop setting. Course Goals: To prepare students to write confidently and effectively in college-level credit courses and to pass the writing portion of the Texas Success Initiative. Prerequisites: a "C" or better in FOW; or a Written Essay 4 and one of the following Reading objective scores: COMPASS Reading 31+; Accuplacer Reading 36+; ASSET Reading 29+; or a "C" or better in Fundamentals of Reading.
Course Rationale
Students who have not passed the writing portion of the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) must enroll and participate in a developmental writing course until they satisfy the TSI writing requirement. Students who do not comply with the Texas developmental education requirements may be withdrawn by the College from all college-level courses with a grade of "W."

Course Objectives
After completing this course, the student should be able to: 

· engage in writing as a process;  

· identify audience and purpose as needed to determine tone, vocabulary, and content;

· focus essays with a clear lead-in; develop a thesis statement, using an essay map when appropriate;

· develop unified body paragraphs using sensory detail and specific examples, and use different strategies for organizing body paragraphs;

· develop coherent essays, and use transitional devices to guide the reader;

· analyze and evaluate the writing of others for effectiveness in presenting ideas and grammar;

· write simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences, and

· proofread writing for missing or incorrectly placed apostrophes in contractions and possessives; commas with subordinating and coordinating conjunctions; quotation marks and capital letters. Proofread for comma splice, run-on, and fragment errors; consistent tense; pronoun reference; parallel structure; manuscript form; and commonly confused words.

Departmental Web Page
Go to www.austincc.edu/writing for additional information on the developmental writing program and for online writing resources. 
Attendance/Withdrawal Policy
Students are permitted to miss 4.5 hours of class/lab time. Students who exceed this time limit will be withdrawn by the instructor. If the time limit violation occurs after the withdrawal date, the student may not pass the course. This policy applies to 16, 12, 11, 9, and 5 week sessions. Warning: Students who do not comply with the TSI developmental education requirements may be withdrawn by the College from all college-level courses with a grade of "W."
Exit Requirement
The Friday of week fifteen of the semester, WSI students are required to write a departmental essay. Students will be required to write a multi-paragraph persuasive essay in a one, three-hour block of time. This essay will be graded by the writing department, not the student's instructor. Essays are graded using the Pass/Fail Grading Scale which is given to students at the beginning of the semester by their instructor. Instructors will provide students with a handout during the first week of class with the testing date, time, and locations. Students who are passing the course but do not pass the departmental essay will receive an In-Progress (IP) grade. Students who receive an IP grade are required to enroll in WSI during their next enrolled semester unless they take and pass the writing portion of the TSI.

Learning Lab

ACC has a Learning Lab at every campus that you may visit for writing assistance. Tutors can answer questions about assignments and provide guidance.  Tutors will not proofread your essays for you; however, they will guide you in developing your proofreading skills.  

Grade of Incomplete

To qualify for an incomplete, a student must have three-quarters of the course work completed and permission from the instructor. To receive an incomplete, a student must make a written request to the instructor and fill out and sign the appropriate school document by the deadline noted in the current course schedule.

Scholastic Dishonesty Policy

Acts prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, essays; tests and quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations; and homework.  See the section titled “Student Rights and Responsibilities” in the current ACC Student Handbook for additional information on academic integrity.

Services for Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. See the section titled "Services for Students with Disabilities" in the ACC Student Handbook for additional information. 

Freedom of Expression

Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but with the instructor. It is expected that faculty and students will respect all views expressed in classroom discussions.
New State Withdrawal Policy for First Time in College Students

Students may withdraw from one or more courses prior to the withdrawal deadline by submitting a request form to Admissions and Records. Withdrawal deadlines are published in the academic calendar. Withdrawal courses appear on the student’s record with a grade of W. Until a student is officially withdrawn, the student remains on the class roll and may receive a grade of F for the course. 
Students are responsible for understanding the impact withdrawing from a course may have on their financial aid, veterans’ benefits, international student status, and academic standing. Students are urged to consult with their instructor or an advisor before making schedule changes.

Per state law, students enrolling for the first time in fall 2007 or later at any Texas college or university may not withdraw (receive a W) from more than six courses during their undergraduate college career. Some exemptions for good cause could allow a student to withdraw from a course without having it count toward this limit. Students are encouraged to carefully select courses; contact an advisor or counselor for assistance.
WSI Folder
Essays, 700 points

Exemplification

Paper 1
initial grade_____________ final grade______ (100)
Persuasive Comparison and Contrast

Paper 2
initial grade_____________ final grade______ (100)



Persuasive—Revise Diagnostic Essay
Paper 3
initial grade_____________ final grade______ (100)



Persuasive—Testing Center Essay
Paper 4
initial grade_____________ final grade______ (100)




Persuasive—TSI or Self-select a topic

Paper 5
initial grade______________final grade_____ (100)

Departmental Exam or Alternate Essay

Paper 6
initial grade______________final grade_____ (200) 

Quizzes, 200 points

Q1
___________
Q6
___________

Q2
___________
Q7
___________

Q3
___________
Q8
___________

Q4
___________
Q9
___________
Q5
___________
Q10
___________
Labs, 100 points

10 points each

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


Final Points___________/1000
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1

