Course Syllabus
DAAC 2306-04816-001 Substance Abuse Prevention I
Fall 2012
 

 

Instructor:      Jeremy Goldbach, Ph.D., LMSW, CPS
                        Office:  by appointment
                        Phone:  832-244-5437
                        Email:  Jeremy.goldbach@gmail.com
 

Office Hours: By appointment or email

Course Data:  16-week online course:  DAAC 2306-04816-001 

 

Course Description:  This course will focus on aspects of substance abuse prevention from a public health model.  Topics include the history of prevention, risk and protective factors among youth, community-based prevention strategies, an overview of program design and evaluation, and resources for prevention planning.

 

Instructional Methodology:  This is a Distance Learning class with 10 lessons assigned for course completion.  See Course Structure (below) for more information.

 

Course Rationale:  This course is designed to help students gain an understanding of the substance abuse prevention in preparation for employment in the field and in partial completion of the requirements for the Prevention Specialist Certification offered through IC&RC/TCADA. 

 

Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of this course students will:

 

1.      Identify historical and current societal influences in substance abuse prevention.

2.      Identify risk and protective factors for substance abuse within a cultural context.

3.      Demonstrate an understanding of community-based prevention strategies.

4.      Identify elements of good prevention program design.

5.      Demonstrate an understanding of program evaluation.

6.   Be knowledgeable of prevention programs and resources both locally and on a national scale.

 
Course Access:  The course is accessed through the ACC distance learning web site at http://acconline.austincc.edu. To access the course, you will need to use your ACC user ID and password.  If you are taking this course through another college (Virtual College of Texas), your user name and password will be provided by VCT.

All students must complete an online orientation of the course before starting the assignments. The orientation is located in the Course Information section of the course on the Blackboard page.

Student must have a media player downloaded on their computers.  To find out how to download a media player (and other software) on your computer, paste this link into your browser. http://irt.austincc.edu/blackboard/software.html. 

Course Structure:  This course is taught online, via the Internet.  This course also requires a 16 hour volunteer (internship) experience.  Students must have basic computer skills and Internet access/skills.  A personal, not shared, e-mail address is required.  
Lessons:  There are 10 lessons for this course. Lessons consist of reading assignments in the textbooks, online reading and research, quizzes and a discussion board. Students should read the lesson objectives and complete the reading assignments prior to taking the lesson quiz.  Students are also required to participate in a lab component equal to 16 hours of time, described below.
Textbook: Substance Abuse Prevention:  The Intersection of Science and Practice.  Julie Hogan, Kristen Reed Gabrielsen, Nora Luna and Denise Grothaus. 

 

Grading:
Your grade will be based on an accumulation of points earned through the completion quizzes, discussion board postings, and submission of a final project that will serve as the final exam for the course.  Lessons must be completed by the deadlines (see Course Outline for deadlines) to earn full points.

 

Completion of quizzes: Each lesson has a quiz that is part of the lesson. There are 10 quizzes (the orientation quiz does not count toward your grade) each worth 20 points. You are allowed to re-take each quiz once (for a total of 2 attempts).  The grade showing at the time of the lesson deadline is the one that counts for your grade.  Total possible points for quizzes is 200 points. Quizzes must be completed by the deadline posted on the Course Outline. Late quizzes will be worth half the scored value (maximum of 10 points).   It is essential that you accept responsibility for knowing which quizzes you completed late.  
The Blackboard system automatically grades quizzes and allows for full credit.  If you submit a quiz past the deadline, it is your responsibility to know that the score is half the posted value.  I do not intend to go into the Blackboard system and change your grade – I keep a paper grade book and my grade book supersedes the Blackboard system.  The same holds true if I “throw out” a quiz question and award points to everyone – it will not show up in Blackboard but I note this change in my paper grade book.  If you are ever concerned about your grades, it is incumbent upon you to contact me early in the semester.  

Discussion board postings: Students are required to participate in each lesson's discussion board during the semester. The topics for discussion boards vary depending on the lesson. Students are required to post their comments on the discussion topic, as well as to respond to comments posted by at least 2 other students. Discussion boards are designed like an online bulletin board or “chat room”, although they are only accessible to students in this class and can be accessed at any time. The discussion boards are located in the Discussion Board section of the course web page. Each Discussion Board counts for up to 10 points. While you are welcome to continue posting comments past the deadline (you may have an interesting discussion going), only postings made by the deadline will be read by the instructor and counted for points. Total possible points for the Discussion Board is 100 points. 
Guidelines for posts include:

· You are expected to actively participate in the discussion with postings submitted in a timely fashion while that discussion is in progress. Posting solely on the deadline and not during the lesson period will result in lost points.

· You are expected to post a minimum of 3 times in each lesson. One posting should be a substantive response to each of the discussion questions (minimum of 50 words) and two postings should be a substantive response to other classmates (minimum of 25 words). Your initial response to the question must be submitted by the Sunday preceding the lesson deadline (11:59 pm).  You then have until the lesson deadline (Tuesday, 7:00 pm) to respond to two other students’ posts. Missing the Sunday deadline will result in an automatic 5 point deduction. 
· Your comments are expected to be substantive in nature and your initial post should make at least one academic citation from the assigned readings or professional literature as appropriate. When responding to other classmates' comments, it may not be as relevant to support your comments with references from your readings, especially if you are offering a personal opinion. What is important is that comments are more than “me too” or “I agree”.

· Posts must be written with proper grammar, spelling and citations.  Points are lost for poorly written posts.

· If you expect to be away from a computer for a week or more, you should contact me.

 Discussion etiquette:
· Never post, transmit, promote, or distribute information that is known to be illegal.

· Never post harassing, threatening, or embarrassing comments. If you disagree with someone, respond to the subject, not the person.

· Never post content that is harmful, abusive; racially ethnically, or religiously offensive, vulgar; sexually explicit; or otherwise potentially offensive. Do not use curse words or imply curse words in your posts.

· Do not use all capital letters in your postings – this is the equivalent to shouting.

· Spell and grammar check your postings

· Never share anything that you are concerned about becoming public knowledge. The College does not guarantee the confidentiality of information shared by participants in the course environment

· The instructor reserves the right to remove any postings that are deemed inappropriate for the classroom environment.  Postings that are removed are not given any grade points.

 

Supplemental Assignments:  There are 5 supplemental assignments that are built into Lessons 2, 3, 7, 8 and 9 and are due during those lesson deadlines.  Each supplemental assignment is worth 10 points.
Final Project
There is one final project for this course that consists of an interview with a prevention specialist in the community. This project will serve as your final exam.  Complete instructions for the project are located under the Assignment Button.  The deadline for the project is located in the Course Outline and it is worth 100 points.  No late projects will be accepted.

 

Lab Component 
This course includes a 1-credit lab component.  In order to meet the requirements of this lab component you must complete sixteen (16) hours of volunteer time at a substance abuse prevention provider.  A list of these providers for the entire State of Texas can be found at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/sa/prc/.  You are required to gain approval from the instructor in order to begin your project, and you should submit for this no later than the end of the first month of class.  Final documentation of hours, along with a two page reflection paper, is due on the last day of class.  This assignment is worth 50 points.
If you intend on later applying for a Certified Prevention Specialist (CPS) certification, you will want to keep careful track of your hours, as these can apply towards your practicum requirements.  You have the option of deciding what these hours will include.  You may decide to participate in coalition meetings, join fundraising activities, or help to design a new prevention policy or program with your agency of choice.  You will be required to submit proof of these hours, signed by the individual who oversaw your work. 

Grading system:
Total possible points for the course is 500: 

450-500  = A

400-449  = B

350-399 = C

300-349 = D

Less than 300 = F

 
Course Policies:

Academic Freedom: Each student is expected to participate in classroom discussion boards. In any discussion there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor. It is expected and faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in online classroom discussions. Postings that contain language or content inappropriate for the classroom environment will be removed by the instructor and the student will not be given credit for that posting. Disciplinary proceedings may be initiated. This same policy applies to email exchanges among students related to the course.

 

Incomplete grade: Students are expected to complete this course within the semester. An incomplete (I) will only be given in cases of emergencies after the last day to withdraw has passed and if the student has completed at least 2/3 of the lessons and has a C average.

Withdrawals: Students are expected to withdraw themselves from the class if they choose to no longer participate. Once you complete the online orientation, it is expected that you will take responsibility for withdrawing should you chose to no longer participate in the course. Withdrawing requires completing a form with the Admissions and Records office by the College deadline. Failure to withdraw from the course will result in a performance grade (A-F) being assigned. Students who fail to complete the online orientation by the second week of the semester in which they are enrolled will be withdrawn by the instructor and removed from the Blackboard course access. 
Scholastic Dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. (Student Handbook) The penalty for violating the policy will be a withdrawal from the course and assigned a grade of F.

Office for Students with Disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. (Student Handbook)

 

 
DAAC 2306 Substance Abuse Prevention
Fall 2012 Course Outline
It is important to pay close attention to the assignment deadlines.  You are welcome to work ahead of the deadline, but points are lost for lateness.

Your initial response to the discussion question must be submitted by the Sunday preceding the lesson deadline (11:59 pm).  You then have until the lesson deadline (Tuesday, 7:00 pm) to respond to two other students’ posts.  Missing the Sunday deadline will result in an automatic 5 point deduction.  
	Lesson
	Topic
	Lesson Deadline.  All deadlines are Austin time
	Reminders

	Orientation
	General Orientation
	· September 4th 
	· Complete the Orientation Quiz

	Lesson 1
	Intro and Overview
	· September 9nd Initial Post (IP).  
· Sept. 11th lesson deadline.
	

	Lesson 2
	Prevention research
	· Sept 16th IP;

· Sept. 18th lesson deadline
	· IOM Assignment due Sept. 18th 

	Lesson 3
	Prevention program planning
	· September 23th IP; 

· September 25th  lesson deadline
	· Resource list due September 25th 

	Lesson 4
	Facts about drugs
	· September 30th; IP; 

· October 2nd  lesson deadline
	· Volunteer Plan Due.

	Lesson 5
	Cultural context and ethics
	· October 14th IP;  

· October 16th lesson deadline
	

	Lesson 6
	Human Development
	· October 21st IP;  
· October 23rd lesson deadline
	

	Lesson 7
	Media
	· October 28nd IP

· October 30th lesson deadline
	· Media paper due October 30th  

	Lesson 8
	Logic Model
	· November 11th IP

· November 13th Lesson Deadline
	· Logic model due November 13th   

	Lesson 9
	Communication strategies
	· November 18th IP

· November 20th lesson deadline
	

	Lesson 10
	Grant writing
	· December 2nd IP

· December 4th lesson deadline
	· Speech due December 4th 

	Final Project
	 
	· December 15th 
	· Final Project must be submitted
· Volunteer Reflection Paper Due


