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DANC 1246 Modern Dance II

COURSE DESCRIPTION

DANC 1246 is a continuation of Modern Dance I technique. Students will learn and execute intermediate elements of Modern Dance.

COURSE CONTENT

In this Modern Dance course students will continue to explore more advanced elements of modern technique. Students will learn through movement experiences, class discussions, and participation in a short choreographic experience. Students will also attend and write a short critical response paper on a professional dance performance.  Students are encouraged to attend as many professional dance performances as possible during the semester.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

The primary method of learning for DANC 1246 will be the Martha Graham Modern Dance Technique as well as additional traditional Modern Dance techniques, including a focus on the techniques of Horton and Limon.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1.   To explore the concepts of contraction and release.

2.   To become familiar with the concept of spiral.

3.   To become familiar with the concept of core strength.

4.   To create a sense of personal expression through Modern Dance.

5.   To observe and discuss performances seen on video.

6.   To participate in a final performance experience.

7.   To develop and refine the skills of conversation about dance.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Consistent attendance and participation in classroom activities, assignments and discussions.

· View a live, professional dance performance and respond, in writing to this performance.  (See Live Performance Paper assignment sheet.)

· Sincere, sustained and dedicated participation and self-motivation in all assignments and activities during the course.

· Openness to feedback, risk taking and personal growth.

· Wear clothing that is both comfortable to move in and allows the body to be seen clearly. A leotard or close fitting shirt is recommended to allow instructor to make corrections to your core movements.  You may also wish to bring flexible kneepads for some portions of the class.

· Hair must be secured away from the face. 

· Do not wear jewelry or chew gum in class. 

· Only bring water in closed containers into the dance studio. Other types of beverages are not permitted.  Eating in the studio is not permitted.

· Always remove shoes before entering the studio. 

· Cell phones are not permitted in the dance studio. 

EVALUATION & GRADING

Evaluations in DANC 1246 will be based on individual growth, progress, and participation in class. The course grade will reflect the individual commitment and focus to the work each student applies and will be determined as follows:

Progress and Improved Skill





25 Points

Participation Class Discussions




25 Points

Live Performance Response Paper




25 Points

Class Attendance






25 Points 











100 Points (total)

SCALE

A
90-100 Points

B
80-89
 Points

C
70-79   Points

D       
60-69   Points

F       
below 60 Point
ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all class meetings. DANC 1246 is a participatory class and the success of the class depends upon all students committing to and being involved in the class process. Students are expected to arrive on time and stay for the entire class.

Excused absences may be granted for the following reasons only:

a) Religious observance approved in advance.


b) Medically-documented illness, at the instructor’s discretion.


c) Other circumstances on a case-by-case basis, at the instructor’s discretion.

If you must miss class, please let me know in advance. My home number is 388 - 4234 and I have an answering machine so you can leave a message. 

CLASS POLICIES

Please inform the instructor of any specific needs or physical limitations that may require special accommodations.

The use of physical touch is a routine and beneficial teaching practice in dance classes. Every student has the right to refuse the use of touch. Please inform the instructor immediately if you have specific concerns regarding the use of touch in class.
Students participating in dance class do so at their own risk. As with any physical activity, there is always the chance of personal injury occurring during the normal conduct of dance class. Students are advised to take responsibility is for their own physical and spatial awareness and safety. Neither ACC nor the instructor is liable for any injuries, either legally or financially, if they occur.

Scholastic Dishonesty

“Acts prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, included but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.” (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p.32)

Students with Disabilities

“Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encourages to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.” (Student Handbook, 2002-2003,p.14) 

Student Freedom of Expression

Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that

includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These

differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and

instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students

may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor. It is expected that

faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions. 

*Students who wish to withdraw from the course must do so in writing at the Admissions and Records Office. Do not assume the instructor will withdraw you from the course

COURSE OUTLINE

Aug 25

Introduction / Film 

Aug 27

Graham Contraction

Aug 29

Class

Sept 1

NO Class
Sept 3

Class

Sept 5

Class

Sept 8

Film / Class

Sept 10
Class

Sept 12
Class

Sept 15
Class

Sept 17
Class

Sept 19
Class

Sept 22
Film / Class

Sept 24
Class

Sept 26
Class

Sept 29
Class

Oct 1

Class

Oct 3

Class

Oct 6

Film / Class

Oct 8

Master Class
Oct 10

Class

Oct 13

Class

Oct 15

Class

Oct 17

Class

Oct 20

Film / Class

Oct 22

Class




Oct 23 
Dance Video Sampler Series 6:00pm RGC studio (a Thursday)

Oct 24

Class

Oct 27

Class

Oct 29

Class

Oct 31

Class

Nov 3

Film / Class

Nov 5

Class

Nov 7

Class

Nov 10
Class

Nov 12
Class

Nov 14
Class

Nov 17
Film / Class

Nov 19
Class

Nov 21
Class

Nov 24
Class

Nov 26
Class

Nov 28
NO Class

Dec 1

Class / Rehearsal

Dec 3

Class / Rehearsal

Dec 5 

Class / Rehearsal

Dec 8

Class / Rehearsal

Dec 9

INFORMANCE SHOWING 7:00pm RGC Studio (a Tuesday)

Dec 10

Wrap-up and Response to Showing
