Austin Community College

ESOL 0330 ASL/English Reading Comprehension
 For Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing

Course Description and Syllabus

	Semester:  
	Section:     

Synonym:  
	Location
Time:      

	Instructor: 
	Office Hours:
Office:           

Phone:          
	Email: 


Course Description/Rationale:
This course emphasizes intensive comprehension study and will progress from literal understanding of what is viewed/read to higher levels of comprehension including inferencing and critical viewing/reading.  Students will learn how to identify the main idea and supporting details in an ASL video and how to determine unfamiliar sign meanings from context.  Following directions, previewing and summarizing information will be taught.  
Materials:

· Flash Drive (2 gb recommended)
· Webcam
Instructional Methodology:

Because of the interactive nature of this course, a variety of instructional methodologies will be used including, but not limited to: lecture, group discussion, group activities, guest speakers, exploration activities and videotapes.  All instruction will be given in American Sign Language and course material will be presented visually via textbooks, handouts, transparencies and/or computer software.

Common Course Objectives/Outcomes:
The main goal of the Academic ESOL program for deaf students at ACC is to prepare students to handle the “listening”, “speaking”, reading and writing assignments required in higher education.  To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills.  Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills such as American Sign Language to English translation and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.  Throughout the course, deaf cultural issues will be incorporated and all instruction will be given in American Sign Language (ASL). 

Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate the following in ASL:
· Preview simple fiction and nonfiction ASL videos
· Identify the main idea of simple fiction and nonfiction ASL videos
· Identify the topic of simple fiction and nonfiction ASL videos
· Identify inferences within simple fiction and nonfiction ASL videos
· Summarize simple fiction and nonfiction ASL videos

· Memorize simple fiction and nonfiction ASL poems and short stories
· Identify the meaning of unfamiliar signs using the surrounding context

· Scan ASL video text for specific information

· Locate and produce noun and pronoun references in ASL
· Learn strategies for building an active ASL vocabulary

· View ASL videos for pleasure

· Demonstrate knowledge of dictionary skills

· Demonstrate comprehension of a short story/passage in ASL by retelling it in ASL
· Demonstrate comprehension of idioms

Evaluation:

This is a beginning level ASL/English viewing/reading class.  In order to become better viewers/readers, it is necessary to:

· View/read daily

· Prepare homework and participate in class

· Complete all outside work

· Complete video projects

· Complete final exam project/presentation
The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined.  A grade of “C” or above is required to go on to the next course.

	Preparation/Participation
	30%

	Homework
	30%

	Video Diary
	20%

	Final Exam
	20%


Grades

	A
	100%-90%

	B
	80%-89%

	C
	70%-79%

	D
	65-69%

	F
	Below 65%


Course Policies:
Attendance Policy 

In accordance with departmental policy, the instructor reserves the right to withdraw any student who misses more than three classes.  Any student who misses class is required to make up the work.  Missed weekly quizzes and/or tests will be counted as a zero unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor or a doctor’s note is presented.  Late work will be accepted only up until a week after the student’s return to class.
Participation

Class participation is mandatory.  Students must arrive to class with homework completed, ready to participate.  Students who are not prepared or who choose to not participate in class activities may be asked to leave the class.  If this becomes a chronic problem the instructor withholds the right to withdraw the student from the class.  In order to participate better, please refrain from talking, leaving during class time and/or talking/using pagers during class activities and discussions.

Excessive Tardiness

Class begins promptly at the scheduled time; therefore, students are expected to be on time.  The instructor will not repeat material for those who are tardy.  Two instances of tardiness (10 minutes or more) may be counted as an absence.  Therefore, it is of utmost importance that you attend every class and be on time.

Cell phones and pagers: 

These devices are disruptive to class.  As a courtesy to your classmates and your teacher, please turn them off during class (please see ”Participation” above).
Withdrawal

Students or instructors may initiate withdrawals any time during the semester before the official withdrawal deadline.  Withdrawal forms are available from the Admissions offices.  When the instructor withdraws a student, ACC will send written notice to the student’s address on record, as contained in the student’s permanent file.

Incomplete

To qualify for an incomplete, a student must have completed 90% of the work for the course, meet the minimum requirements for satisfactory progress, and have a grade of C or better.  Students who have made progress but are not ready for the next level may be assigned an IP grade.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression.  Academia is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects either individualized or group; classroom presentations and homework.

Academic Freedom

Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics.  It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments.  Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.

Office of Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.
Course Outline/Calendar:

                          Skills               


           Videos      

	Week 1


	· Preview
· Summary
	·  Beyond Silence

	Week 2

	· Memorization
· Context Clues

· Inferencing
	· ASL Poetry- The Treasure
· Sign the Body Poetic

· Bird of a Different Feather

	Week 3

 
	· Topic
· Main Idea

· Supporting Details
	· Through Deaf Eyes
· Sound and Fury 

	Week 4

 
	· Structure
1. Cause/Effect

2. List

3. Sequence

4. Compare/Contrast

5. Problem/Solution


	· ASL Role Shifting
· When the Mind Hears

· Mouth Morphemes

· American Deaf Culture

	Week 5


	· Final Exam Project
	· For a Decent Living

	Week 6

 
	· Presentations
	· Student ASL Portfolios


ESOL 0330 Homework Checklist 
Name:

Date:

Video Diary






        Student
      Instructor


	How did you communicate at home growing up?
	
	

	How did you communicate at school growing up?
	
	

	How did you communicate with friends growing up?
	
	

	How do you prefer to communicate?  Why?
	
	

	How do you or how do you plan to communicate with your children?
	
	

	List different ways you communicate with hearing people who don’t know ASL.
	
	

	Do interpreters help you to communicate?  How often do you use an interpreter?  Do you like using an interpreter?  Why?
	
	

	When using an interpreter, who is the boss?  Are you the boss or is the interpreter the boss or both?  Who should be the boss?
	
	

	If you had a choice to be hearing or Deaf, which would you pick?  Why?
	
	

	Are you part of the Austin Deaf community?  In what ways?  What do you do to support the Austin Deaf community?
	
	

	Have you been to the Austin Deaf Club before?  If so, what did you think?  If not, why?  Do you plan to go?
	
	

	When did you realize that you were Deaf?  When did you become proud of being Deaf?
	
	

	What is Deaf culture?
	
	

	What is ASL?
	
	


Summary: “Beyond Silence”

	Preview
	
	

	1st draft
	
	

	2nd draft
	
	

	Final draft
	
	

	Final draft grade sheet
	
	


Inference:  “Bird of a Different Feather”

	Part I
	
	

	Part II
	
	

	Part III
	
	

	Part I, II, III 1st Draft       5 inferences   (2 min. or less)
	
	

	Part I, II, III Final draft    5 inferences  (2 min. or less)
	
	

	Final draft grade sheet
	
	


Topic and Main Idea:  “Through Deaf Eyes” and “Sound and Fury”
	“Cinematic Techniques in ASL” topic/main idea
	
	

	In the Land of the Deaf:  5 topics/main ideas 
	
	

	In the Land of the Deaf:  Draft 1 topic/main idea/summary  (2 min. or less)
	
	

	In the Land of the Deaf:  Final draft 1 topic/main idea/summary  (2 min. or less)
	
	

	In the Land of the Deaf: Final draft grade sheet
	
	

	L.A.C.D. video: Final draft 1 topic/main idea/summary (2min. or less)
	
	

	L.A.C.D. video: Final draft grade sheet
	
	


Patterns of Organization:  

	“Never Above the Waist”:  List 3 characters and the sequence of 3 events
	
	

	“Introduction to Deaf Culture: Deaf and Hearing Rules of Social Interaction”:  Compare and contrast- 1 similarity and 1 difference
	
	

	“Introduction to Deaf Culture: Values”: Cause and Effect- 3 examples
	
	

	Charles Krauel documentary Final draft
	
	

	Charles Krauel documentary Final draft grade sheet
	
	


