Austin Community College

Oral Communication 1

	Instructor:
	
	Classroom:
	

	Office Phone:
	
	
	

	Campus
	
	Office:
	

	Email:
	
	
	


Office Hours:
 

Class Meetings:  

Prerequisite:

ESOL Assessment

Required Textbooks:


1.  Fifty-Fifty, Intro: A speaking and Listening Course, Third Edition, by Warren Wilson 


2.  Clear Speech From the Start

Required Materials:

You will need a notebook, some pens/pencils and an English Dictionary.

Course Description Rationale:

ESOL 0340 is designed for introductory level ESOL students.  This course emphasizes speaking and listening to formal American English in college and work situations or settings. Class activities include listening to in-class tapes and doing exercises connected with those tapes; participating in classroom group discussions and other group activities; interviewing other students and native speakers; keeping an audio-journal; making class presentations; working on pronunciation; and developing vocal variety, which includes working on intonation, emphasis, and pitch.

You may repeat this course for up to six hours of credit.

Instructional Objectives/Outcomes:

· Develop clear goals for listening and speaking

· Understand academic lectures and formal talks

· Participate in and lead group discussions

· Plan and give effective informal and formal talks

· Develop a wider range of vocal variety

· Develop clearer pronunciation of American English through the review of vowel and consonant sounds, stress, phrasing

· Use conversation effectively

Instructional Methodology:

Lecture, small group activities, use of audio equipment

Evaluation/Expectations:

Because this is an oral communication course, you may expect to listen and to speak in the classroom; you will also have assignments outside the class to increase your speaking and listening skills.

 Your final grade will come from the following:

Class attendance 





25%

Participation:






25%

Homework:






25%

Oral presentations:





25%

Grading

A = 90% - 100%

B = 80% - 89%

C = 70% - 79%

D = 60% - 69%

Attendance:

ACC policy states:


A student at Austin Community College is expected to attend classes in order to progress satisfactorily toward completion of course objectives. . . .A student who is not meeting course objectives may be withdrawn from the course at the discretion of the instructor (ACC Catalogue).

Because this course is about speaking and listening to American English, your attendance in class is necessary.  Three or more absences will be grounds for withdrawal.  I can’t stress enough the importance of your being in class and remaining in class for the entire class period; I’ll take role each day and note absences and tardiness.  If you are consistently or frequently 5-10 minutes (or more) late, you will lower your grade.

If you are not going to be in class, please call my ACC voice mail and let me know that you are going to be absent; please do this in advance of class meeting time, not after the class has started.

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out from your class-mates what class-work you missed and any homework assignments.

If you are taking this course to comply with the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) requirements, Texas law requires the following:

1. If you are not “continually in attendance” and “making progress” in this course, you should be withdrawn from the course by your instructor;

2. If you withdraw yourself or are withdrawn by your instructor, you will be automatically withdrawn from all of your other college course 

If you are unsure whether or not this warning applies to you, see an ACC advisor immediately.

Scholastic Dishonesty:

Please be aware of the following statement from the Student Handbook,:

Acts prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.”

In this class, you’ll have situations in which you’ll work with other students either as study partners or in study groups; these assignments or activities are collaborative and do not involve plagiarism.

Class Participation and Freedom of Expression:

We must be aware that in situations which involve expression of opinion and critical thinking, we are sure to have differences and may at times have strongly held opinions or views.  Such differences make for interesting and challenging discussions. They provide us also with the opportunity to practice listening skills and respect for views which may not match our own.

Students with Disabilities:

“Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester:  (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p. 14).
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