AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SCHEDULE

READING AND VOCABULARY 2

ESOL 0361

COMG 3023

[image: image1.wmf]
Professor 

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND SCHEDULE

READING AND VOCABULARY 2

ESOL 0361

COMG 3023

	Instructor:


	
	Classroom:
	

	Office Phone:
	
	Class Times:
	

	Home Phone:


	
	Office:
	

	Email:
	
	Office Hours:
	


TEXTS: 

Insights for Today: 4th Edition, by Smith and  Mare

Earrings from Frankfurt (Do Not Buy. This book will be loaned to you.)

Reading Power 2. (Do Not Buy. This book will be loaned to you.)

ACADEMIC ESOL PROGRAM GOALS: The main goal of the Academic ESOL Program at ACC is to prepare international students to handle the listening, speaking, reading and writing assignments required in higher education. To accomplish this purpose, the ESOL faculty has adopted a communicative approach that integrates these four macroskills with crucial subsidiary skills. Although the focus of each class is on a particular set of skills, activities involving the other skill areas are incorporated at all levels; students are taught microskills and strategies that will prepare them to become independent learners.

COURSE DESCRIPTION/RATIONALE: High Beginning Reading and Vocabulary is the second in a sequence of five ESOL reading courses. It is designed to help high beginning level students develop basic analytical skills for reading comprehension of texts at an elementary reading proficiency level. The course introduces skills that will be more greatly developed in the subsequent reading courses: the study of vocabulary in context, introduction of word forms, pronoun and noun referent identification, skimming 

and scanning. THIS COURSE MAY BE TAKEN FOR UP TO 6 HOURS OF CREDIT

REQUIREMENTS/PREREQUISITES: Placement into the course through ESOL Assessment or a grade of “C” or better in the previous course: Introduction to English Reading & Vocabulary.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY: LECTURE/SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:

This class will help you:

· Read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details;

· Practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, and recognizing referents;

· Practice overall reading comprehension;

· Expand your vocabulary;


· Recognize the role of word forms and their roles in sentence structure;

· Become independent readers.

EVALUATION:

This is a level 2 reading class. In order to become better readers, it is necessary to:

· Read daily

· Prepare homework and participate in class

· Complete reading journal work

· *Assignments are due as indicated on the syllabus. 

The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of “C” or above is required to go on to the next course.

Attendance/Preparation of Daily Homework/ Participation 

20%

Reading Comprehension Exams




20%

Collected Homework Assignments & Vocabulary Lists

10%


Reading Journal






10%

Vocabulary Quizzes ("Focus on Vocabulary")


10%


Quiz/Exam over Earrings from Frankfurt 



10%



Final Reading Exam






20%

Grades:

A= 100%-90%

B=  80%-89%

C=  70%-79%

D=  65%-69%

F=  below 69%

NOTE: You can earn extra credit for this course by completing 5 hours of laboratory work.
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My Policies in Accordance with ACC Policy

Absenteeism:  In order to develop your language skills, it is essential that you be here everyday.  In following ACC policy, I reserve the right to drop students who are absent more than three times in a semester.  If you must be absent, call me or contact me via e-mail.  I will consider the reason for your absence and may excuse it.  If you do not contact me, your absence will be considered unexcused.  We cover a great deal of material every class period.  If you are absent, contact a student in the class and find out what you missed so that you won’t be so behind when you return.  I will be happy to help you if you have questions about missed material when you return.

Tardiness:  Attendance and participation entail being present, being on time and remaining in class for the duration of the class period.  Because we have so much to cover and a relatively short time each period to do it, please do your best to be on time to class. Parking can be a problem, so please take that into consideration and plan accordingly.  Attendance will be taken, and excessive tardiness, as well as long periods of absence during the class, will be noted.  Three instances of 10 minute tardiness will be considered the equivalent of one absence.  Students who are more than 10 minutes late or who frequently leave class will have their attendance/participation grade lowered by 10 points for that day.  I would prefer that you come late rather than not at all, so if you must be tardy, please enter the classroom quietly so that you will not disturb your classmates.

Cell phones and Pagers:  These devices are disruptive to class.  As a courtesy to your

classmates and your teacher, you need to turn them off and put them away during class. Each time I see you checking your cell phone during class, I will lower your participation grade by 10 points.

Disruptive Behavior: Your behavior needs to be appropriate for college: you need to show respect for your fellow students and your instructor.  This means not engaging in conversations with others when the instructor is talking. If you want to ask or answer a question, raise your hand. Do not shout out answers or answer for other students.

Attendance/Participation/Preparation of Daily Homework:  These components are 20% of your final grade.  I will track who does and does not complete homework.  No credit will be given for work being completed during class. Your grade will be lowered 10 points for tardiness, failure to complete homework before class, disruptive behavior, leaving class, using your cell phone. I normally do not accept late work.  Submitting homework on time shows me that you are prepared for class.  Your preparation and participation in class are a part of your final grade.  If you have been absent, you will normally have one class period to make up the work.

Exams and Quizzes:  Do your best NOT to miss a test or quiz.  If I agree that your absence was unavoidable, I will give you a chance to make up a missed exam; otherwise, you risk losing an important test grade and getting a zero.  Due dates for assignments and tests are given to 
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you on the syllabus.  However, as we approach the due date, I will write them on the board.  I try

 to follow the syllabus as closely as possible, but always refer to the chalkboard and our class sessions for the most accurate dates or deadlines.

EXAMS AND QUIZZES: You will have regular vocabulary quizzes over the assigned words in the "Focus on Vocabulary" sections of Reading Power2 and two comprehensive quizzes over Earrings from Frankfurt. There will be three reading comprehension exams and a final exam. These will be given on the days indicated on your syllabus, unless I indicate a change You need to be present for all exams and quizzes. Generally, no make up exams will be given. Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the instructor.

FINAL BOOK REPORT AND VOCABULARY LISTS: Since the best way to improve your reading and vocabulary development is to read, you will be required to read a book outside of class, hand in a book report about your reading and make cards of the new words you discover at you read. At two points during the semester you will be asked to hand in a list of words you have encountered in the real world. You will be given an information sheet next week with complete information regarding the book report and the vocabulary lists.
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COURSE SCHEDULE

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PROFESSOR)

The following is a general schedule.  Specific homework assignments will be written on the board and must be completed before coming to class.

Insights = Insights for Today  RP2 = Reading Power 2

WEEK 1

Introduction and Diagnostic Tests

WEEK 2

Insights: Ch.1





RP 2: Thinking Skills/Scanning


Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 3

Insights, Ch.2




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp. 112-115)




Scanning




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 4

Insights, Ch.3 




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp. 131-134)




Thinking Skills/Subjects & Verbs




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 5

Reading Exam # 1




Earrings from Frankfurt : Chapter 1(Discussion)




Vocabulary Quiz # 1: "Focus on Vocabulary" (112-115/131 - 


134)




Subjects & Verbs/Thinking Skills




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 6

Insights: Ch. 5 




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp. 145-149)




Referents




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 7

Insights, Ch.6




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp. 158 - 161)




Referents





Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.
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WEEK 8

Insights, Ch.8




Vocabulary Quiz # 2: "Focus on Vocabulary" (145-49; 158-61)




RP2:  Synonyms/Thinking Skills/Topics





Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.




MARCH 12 – 14: NO CLASS SPRING BREAK

WEEK 9 

Reading Exam # 2




Earrings from Frankfurt : Chapter 2 (Discussion & Exam)




HAND IN VOCABULARY LIST # 1--25 WORDS




 RP2:  Topics/Thinking Skills




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 10

Insights, Ch. 9




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp.180 - 183)




Paragraphs/Thinking Skills




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 11

Insights, Ch. 10




RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp.200-203)




Paragraphs/Thinking Skills




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 12 

 Insights, Ch.11




 RP2:  "Focus on Vocabulary" (pp.216 - 219)




Paragraphs/Thinking Skills






Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 13

Reading Exam # 3 




Earrings from Frankfurt: Chapter 3 (Discussion)




RP2:  Paragraphs/Thinking Skills





Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 14

Insights, Ch.12




Vocabulary Quiz # 3: "Focus on Vocabulary" (180 - 183; 200-


203; 216-219)




 RP2:  Paragraphs/Thinking Skills




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 15

Earrings from Frankfurt: Chapter 4 (Discussion & Exam)





 RP2:  Paragraphs/Thinking Skills




HAND IN VOCABULARY LIST # 2--25 WORDS




Supplementary Readings from RP 2, if time allows.

WEEK 16

FINAL EXAM/BOOK REPORT

Austin Community College: Important Policies and Information

Please Note: The policies included in my course description on pages 3 & 4, which we discussed in class,  are based on the following policies and information published by Austin Community College

Course Policies

Attendance/Class Participation 

Regular and punctual class and laboratory attendance is expected of all students.  If attendance or compliance with other course policies is unsatisfactory, the instructor may withdraw students from the class.

Withdrawal Policy

It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that his or her name is removed from the roll should he or she decide to withdraw from the class.  The instructor does, however, reserve the right to drop a student should he or she feel it is necessary.  If a student decides to withdraw, he or she should also verify that the withdrawal is submitted before the Final Withdrawal Date.  The student is also strongly encouraged to retain their copy of the withdrawal form for their records.

Students who enroll for the third or subsequent time in a course taken since Fall, 2002, may be charged a higher tuition rate, for that course.

State law permits students to withdraw from no more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career at Texas public colleges or universities.  With certain exceptions, all course withdrawals automatically count towards this limit.  Details regarding this policy can be found in the ACC college catalog.

Incompletes

An instructor may award a grade of “I” (Incomplete) if a student was unable to complete all of the objectives for the passing grade in a course.  An incomplete grade cannot be carried beyond the established date in the following semester. The completion date is determined by the instructor but may not be later than the final deadline for withdrawal in the subsequent semester. 

Statement on Scholastic Dishonesty

A student attending ACC assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution.  Students have the responsibility to submit coursework that is the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  Students must follow all instructions given by faculty or designated college representatives when taking examinations, placement assessments, tests, quizzes, and evaluations.  Actions constituting scholastic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, collusion, and falsifying documents.    Penalties for scholastic dishonesty will depend upon the nature of the violation and may range from lowering a grade on one assignment to an “F” in the course and/or expulsion from the college.  See the Student Standards of Conduct and Disciplinary Process and other policies at http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow

Student Rights and Responsibilities

Students at the college have the rights accorded by the U.S. Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association. These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the college community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process. Opportunity for students to examine and question pertinent data and assumptions of a given discipline, guided by the evidence of scholarly research, is appropriate in a learning environment. This concept is accompanied by an equally demanding concept of responsibility on the part of the student. As willing partners in learning, students must comply with college rules and procedures.

Statement on Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented disabilities.  Students with disabilities who need classroom, academic or other accommodations must request them through the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).   Students are encouraged to request accommodations when they register for courses or at least three weeks before the start of the semester, otherwise the provision of accommodations may be delayed.   

Students who have received approval for accommodations from OSD for this course must provide the instructor with the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from OSD before accommodations will be provided.   Arrangements for academic accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from the student.  

Students with approved accommodations are encouraged to submit the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ to the instructor at the beginning of the semester because a reasonable amount of time may be needed to prepare and arrange for the accommodations.    Additional information about the Office for Students with Disabilities is available at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/
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Safety Statement

Austin Community College is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. You are expected to learn and comply with ACC environmental, health and safety procedures and agree to follow ACC safety policies. Additional information on these can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/ehs. Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the Emergency Procedures poster and Campus Safety Plan map in each classroom. Additional information about emergency procedures and how to sign up for ACC Emergency Alerts to be notified in the event of a serious emergency can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/.

Please note, you are expected to conduct yourself professionally with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be dismissed from the day’s activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities.

You are expected to conduct yourself professionally with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be immediately dismissed from the day’s activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities. 

Use of ACC email

All College e-mail communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely fashion. ACC will send important information and will notify you of any college related emergencies using this account.  Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account.  Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff.  Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php.

Testing Center Policy

Under certain circumstances, an instructor may have students take an examination in a testing center.  Students using the Academic Testing Center must govern themselves according to the Student Guide for Use of ACC Testing Centers and should read the entire guide before going to take the exam.  To request an exam, one must have:

ACC Photo ID
Course Abbreviation (e.g., ENGL)

Course Number (e.g.,1301)

Course Synonym (e.g., 10123)

Course Section (e.g., 005)

Instructor's Name

Do NOT bring cell phones to the Testing Center.  Having your cell phone in the testing room, regardless of whether it is on or off, will revoke your testing privileges for the remainder of the semester.  ACC Testing Center policies can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/

Student And Instructional Services

ACC strives to provide exemplary support to its students and offers a broad variety of opportunities and services.  Information on these services and support systems is available at:   http://www.austincc.edu/s4/
Links to many student services and other information can be found at: http://www.austincc.edu/current/

ACC Learning Labs provide free tutoring services to all ACC students currently enrolled in the course to be tutored.  The tutor schedule for each Learning Lab may be found at:  http://www.autincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring.php
For help setting up your ACCeID, ACC Gmail, or ACC Blackboard, see a Learning Lab Technician at any ACC Learning Lab.
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