ESOL 0363 READING AND VOCABULARY 4
Course Policies 

Course:       Reading and Vocabulary   4

Credit: ESOL 0363  
CE:     COMG 3040


Times:             
Professor:       
Contact:           
Office Hours:    

Prerequisite: Placement in the course through the ESL assessment or a grade of “C” or better in ESOL 0362. This course can be repeated for up to 6 hours.

Required Textbook: 

	0001111033056
	Concepts for Today (3rd)
	TX
	Heinle/Cengage
	Smith/Mare


Required Materials:  
            * A good English-to-English Dictionary   * Pens and pencils 
            * Loose-leaf binder and paper 
             * Notebooks for vocabulary/journal

Course Description/ Rational: This class will help you read for main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details; continue to practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, and finding pronoun and noun referents; increase overall reading comprehension, and your ability to infer meaning; expand your vocabulary; learn to identify and use contextual clues to discover the meaning of a word; learn to recognize paragraph links; recognize discourse or text markers; recognize and understand text organization and tone; learn to annotate a text; read more authentic types; read various types of news and scientific articles; and continue the process of becoming independent readers.

Course Objectives/Outcomes: 

· To read for the main ideas and distinguish between main ideas and supporting details 

· To continue to practice and develop the skills of skimming, scanning, finding pronoun and noun references 

· To increase overall reading comprehension and your ability to infer meaning 

· To expand your vocabulary 

· To learn to identify and use contextual clues to discover the meaning of a word

· To read and respond to several articles.

· To continue the process of becoming independent readers.


Course Methodology: Lecture, reading assignments, group discussion, vocabulary building, individual and team work, quizzes, exams, limited research, short story discussions, discussions of outside readings, science/technology/business studies, reading tests, vocabulary quizzes.

Grading: The following categories and percentages represent how your final grade will be determined. A grade of “C” or better is required to exit the course.   

	Percentages:
In-class activities/ homework            20%

3 RdgTests  + 4 Chapter Tests          80%*
* ONE LOWEST or MISSED GRADE is DROPPED
    

	Final Grade: 
90 – 100% = A 
80 – 89%   = B 
70 – 79%   = C
60 – 69%   = D


Participation/Class Work: We will work on building a cooperative learning environment and community in which you will support each other in learning to write in English. Individual, pair, and group work will be an important part of this course. Thus, how well you work in a group and in pairs, as well as how well you do individually, will be part of your participation grade. Moreover, you will be expected to treat and listen to each other with respect and high expectations. Also, for the group to work well, it’s important that you come to class on time and be well-prepared with any assignments due. 

Homework, Writing Assignments, Quizzes, and Exams: For the group to work efficiently and for the individual students to make good progress, it’s important for homework, writing assignments, quizzes, and exams to be completed and turned in on time. There are no make-ups for exams, but one lowest grade or missed grade will be dropped from your grade (will not affect your final grade). If your cell phone rings during a test, you will be required to turn in your paper immediately and to leave the classroom.

Attendance: As your contributions to this course are valued, it is important that you attend all of your classes. If you must be absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what work and announcements about assignments, projects, and tests you missed. Be sure to make up your work immediately. Attendance means arriving on time and staying for the entire class. Two tardies or early leaves count as one absence. To pass this class you must not be absent more than 3 times. You are required to have study partners for this class. All students are required to be courteous and no arguing or class disruptions will be tolerated. 

TSI Requirements: If you withdraw or are withdrawn by your instructor, be aware that you may be withdrawn from all your classes. For information, see your ACC Counselor. 

Withdrawals: Students or instructors may initiate withdrawals any time during the semester before the official withdrawal deadline. When the instructor withdraws a student, a student may appeal the instructor’s withdrawal within 10 days after the written notification. (For more info. about withdrawals, see your Student Handbook, p.24.) 

In Progress “IP” Grade: An  “IP” grade indicates that a student has completed his/her work and has made progress in the areas of grammar and writing, but is not ready for the next level.  If you receive a grade of “IP,” you must repeat the course. 

Scholastic Dishonesty: Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. 

Student Discipline: “Students at the College have the rights accorded by the Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association. These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the College community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process. As willing partners in learning, students must comply with College rules and procedures” (Student Handbook p. 31).

Academic Freedom: Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. Students may not only disagree with each other and have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics. It is my hope that these differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. Therefore, your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or assignments. Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions. 

Office of Students with Disabilities: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities and are encouraged to do so up to three weeks before the start of the semester.

You Are Not Alone: If you need help, tutors are available to you in the tutoring lab. The assistance is free! Also, there are computer programs and supplementary materials available if you need more practice. Please see me if you are interested in these supplementary activities.

Activity Schedule for Reading and Vocabulary 4  Spring 2012

Credit: ESOL 0363-002  syn 45286   RRC 1123 MW 10:55am- 12:40pm  
CE:     COMG 3040-202  syn 58118  RRC 1123  MW 10:55am- 12:40pm

	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday

	1


	
	Introduction to Course: Syllabus and Class Policies

Student Information Forms

In-class Reading / Writing

	2


	Rdg: Skimming, scanning, extensive

Looking for key points: practice
Name Game / Fact Game
	CT ch. 1,The Pursuit of Happiness
Vocabulary / Outlining skills

	3


	Review vocabulary from Unit 1

Ch. 2 Sharing Dad’s Name

vocabulary + exercises
	Ch. 3: The Birth Order Myth 
vocabulary + exercises

	4


	Chapter Test: ch. 1,2, 3
	Review Vocabulary

Ch. 4: Laughter is the Best Medicine

vocabulary + exercises

	5


	Ch. 5:  Acupuncture: The New Old Medicine

vocabulary + exercises
	Ch. 6: Highs and Lows in Self-Esteem 

vocabulary + exercises

	6



	Chapter Test: ch. 4, 5, 6
	O. Henry  study

Ch. 7: CT 131-135

CT 136-143 (vocab), 143, 144, 155

	7


	O. Henry continued

Reading short stories
	Reading poetry

Group work: poetry analysis

	8


	Reading Test 1: Short Story, O. Henry
	Discuss exam

In-class Reading

	9


	CT: ch. 7 The U.S. Federal Government

Exercises

Vocabulary
	CT ch. 8: Teachers are Keys for Students

Exercises

Vocabulary

	10



	CT: ch. 9: The Pursuit of Excellence

Exercises &Vocabulary
	Chapter Test: ch. 7, 8, 9



	11


	Short Story: Nadine Gordimer


	Short Story: Gordimer

	12


	Reading Test 2: Short Story, Gordimer


	CT : ch. 10: Whose Continent is it Anyway?

Exercises  & Vocabulary

	13


	CT: ch 11: A Messenger from the Past

Exercises

Vocabulary
	CT: ch. 12: Is Time Travel Possible?

Exercises

Vocabulary

	14


  
	Chapter Test: ch. 10, 11, 12


	Test taking strategies 

Reading for main idea

In-class practice

	15
	Reading In-Class Final Reading Exam
	Final Reading

Using what you have learned

	16


	Discuss Final Exam 

Individual Conferences
	Individual Conferences cont’d


