Austin Community College / Cypress Creek Campus


Class Syllabus

ESOL 0360/COMX 3060

Introduction to Reading and Vocabulary

Instructor:  



Office:
  

Office Hours:
  

Email: 

Class Meetings:

Required Textbooks:
1. Themes for Today,3rd edition

2. A Dictionary of American English

Required Materials:

Blue or black ink pens, #2 pencils, loose leaf binder with loose leaf paper, and a highlighter.

Course Description: 

This is an introductory course to not only improve reading proficiency but also increase the appreciation of reading.  It teaches language through reading and vocabulary.   It is for students who need either to improve or review basic reading and vocabulary skills in English.  Word attack skills, phonics, and syllabication are some of the skills that are introduced during the course.  In addition, students will learn how to distinguish between a topic and a main idea.  Supporting details will also be introduced to students.  This course can be taken twice for credit. 


Skills introduced in the class:


Word attack skills, phonics, syllabication, how to distinguish between a topic and main idea, and an introduction to supporting details are discussed.

This course will introduce and develop skills in class, the lab and at home.  Students will have opportunities to practice and develop specific skills for increasing speed and extracting information from the text.  They will also work with the content of reading passages through discussion and writing exercises that focus on meaning.  The objective is to help students prepare for future academic coursework.

Learning Outcomes:

Given relevant, but not always familiar and predictable contexts or topics written in abstract, conceptual and technical language; text up to 20 pages in length, with a clear organizational structure in print or electronic form; and text types that include expository and evaluative reports, complex process flow charts, graphs, pictographs and diagrams, and questionnaires the participant will:

· Determine the meaning of text through a variety of reading strategies. 

· Identify the explicit and implicit main ideas and supporting details in written material 70% of the time. 

· Identify a writer's purpose, point of view, and intended meaning and evaluate the appropriateness of written material for various purposes or audiences with 70% accuracy. 

· Analyze the relationships among ideas in written material—including sequential, causal, oppositional, and problem/solution relationships—and analyze both inductive and deductive conclusions drawn from a passage 70% of the time.

· Use critical reasoning skills to evaluate assumptions, logic of an argument, and validity of analogies; to judge the relevance of information to an argument; to distinguish between fact and opinion; and to assess the credibility or objectivity of the writer or source of written material with 70% accuracy.

· Apply study skills to reading assignments, including organizing and summarizing information for study purposes, following written instructions, and interpreting graphic information 70% of the time.

· Conduct a whole-topic electronic or library search using effective search strategies and tools with 70% accuracy. 

· Select the correct meanings of industrial and business-relate terms based on the context surrounding the word 70% of the time.

· Label examples of the following: synonyms versus antonyms, connotation versus denotation, and fact versus opinion with 70% accuracy.

· Explain the relationships between main ideas and supporting details in paragraphs and longer selections 70% of the time.

· Prepare a book report on an assigned selection with 70% accuracy.

Course Requirements:  Students must not use cell phones in class.  If your cell phone rings in class, you will leave the class for the remainder of that day’s class period regardless of the activity in progress and receive a “0” for that activity.  You will not have the opportunity to makeup any work/quiz/exam missed as a result of your not being in class.

Learners are expected to ATTEND, BE PREPARED FOR, and PARTICIPATE in all classes.  No absences are excused absences.  A learner will lose attendance points for each absence and points for each late arrival and/or early departure from class. Three early departures or three late arrivals will equal one absence.  I will not (WILL NOT) accept late assignments; homework not completed on time will receive 0 (zero) points.

Assignments will be given in class.

Grade Percentages for the course:

Homework is 

25 % of the total grade.

Quizzes/Tests are 
15% of the total grade. 

Mid Term Exam is 
15% of the total grade. 

Final Exam is 
20% of the total grade. 

Attendance is

20 % of the total grade.

Participation is 
5 % of the total grade. 

Grades:






A
90 – 100 points




B
80 – 89 points





C
70 – 79 points




D
60 – 69 points




F
< 59 Points

A student may also earn a grade of IP or in progress.

ADA Statement:

"Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester" (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p. 14).

Academic Honesty

"Acts prohibited by the College for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework" (Student Handbook, 2002-2003, p. 32). Specify the penalty that will be assessed for violation of the policy. If there is no departmental policy, each instructor must adopt one. 

Copyright:  copyright laws protect all texts.  Unless otherwise stated, it is illegal to make copies from the texts without the publisher’s written permission.
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