MASTER COURSE SYLLABUS-PROTOTYPE

The behavioral sciences department values academic freedom and thus offers this master syllabus-prototype only as a guide. The instructors are free to adapt their course syllabi to their own style and needs. A sample syllabus developed and used by the statistics instructional team is also filed with this master syllabus - prototype to serve as additional guide. 
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COURSE INFORMATION

Course Description and Purpose:

The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for qualified students to obtain firsthand, supervised research experience in the social or behavioral sciences. Students will be placed in different settings at ACC or organizations in the community to assist professionals in the social and behavioral sciences with various research activities.  Students my assist researchers by providing the necessary literature review for the design of the study, collecting, organizing, and analyzing data, as well as contributing to the research report.  Students are expected to spend an average of five hours per week at the internship site (for a total of 75 hours during the semester).  Transportation, insurance, and other expenses are the students’ responsibilities.

Instructional Methodology
This course meets for orientation at the beginning of the semester. Other class meetings are determined by the instructor. Because students in this course are assigned to different research settings, instructors may encourage student engagement with each other and with the instructor by requiring students to post weekly updates on Blackboard. Biweekly or monthly class meetings are also encouraged.

Course Prerequisites:

PSYC 2317 OR SOC 2743 and PSY 2663 OR SOC 2653 (or concurrent enrollment in PSY 2663/ SOC 2653)
COMMON COURSE OBJECTIVES/ STUDENT OUTCOMES

By the end of the course, students should be able to use their knowledge and understanding of research concepts and methods to 

(1) carry out research-related activities (including program evaluation) in an academic or other professional setting, 
(2) function as a member of a research team in that setting, 
(3) evaluate research articles published in peer-reviewed journals, and 
(4) contribute to the writing of a research article or report for publication or presentation at a professional conference.  
Program Level Student Learning Outcomes:

· Understand psychological concepts and be able to recognize them in real-world contexts.
· Acquire a basic understanding of major perspectives in the field.
· Gain an awareness of the breadth of the academic discipline of psychology.
· Understand the various research methods psychologists use and critically evaluate evidence.
This class is cross-listed with Sociology 2389.   The Program Level Learning Outcomes for Sociology are:

· Recognize and employ basic sociological concepts.

· Recognize and employ multicultural perspectives.

· Understand the basic research methods sociologists use.

· Understand basic statistical concepts and interpret general statistical information.

COURSE GRADE / EVALUATION SYSTEM
The instructors for this course will develop their own evaluation system. However, it is recommended that instructors be specific and include the following information: type and number of tests and/or quizzes, major assignments or projects, etc. In addition, instructors may want to include their policy on retests or make-up tests. Tests and assignments in this course should assess (1) students' conceptual understanding of methods of research, (2) their ability to understand and evaluate research articles in the behavioral sciences, (3) students’ ability to design an appropriate research study, (4) students’ ability to communicate effectively (in writing and orally) about a research study (modeled after a presentation at a professional conference).
Course Outline/Calendar

The instructors will be responsible for developing a course outline/calendar schedule.

COURSE RELATED POLICIES 
Attendance

The instructor will develop their own policy on attendance and how it will be factored into the student’s final grade.

Withdrawal

The instructors will develop their own policy on withdrawals and whose responsibility it will be to withdraw a student from your class (yours or the student). You may want to include ACC's official withdrawal deadline.

Incomplete

The instructor will develop their own policy on incompletes (ie under what conditions will the instructor consider granting a student an incomplete).

Scholastic Honesty/ Ethical Conduct

“Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work. Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression. Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, classroom presentations, and homework.” (Student Handbook 2002-2003,p.32) The instructor will be responsible for specifying the penalty that will be assessed for violation of this policy.

Academic Freedom/LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
The instructors will develop their own policy on academic freedom and learning environment (student discipline). The following is an example:

In any course that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints, especially on sensitive, controversial topics. We must respect the views of others and create an atmosphere where both the students and the instructor are encouraged to think, learn, and share information. Viewpoints that are carefully thought and expressed in an organized, orderly manner can be used to enhanced learning. These viewpoints as well as any feedback or general comments must be provided in a non-offensive, respectful manner. Your course grade will not be adversely affected by the viewpoints that you may express in class or on assignments. Instead, the grade will be based on your knowledge and understanding of concepts and principles within the specific subject area as well as their theoretical and research-based foundations and applications.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES

Office of Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes. Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. 
Other Instructional Facilities To Be Used In This Course 

Students will take the calculation portion of the test at the testing center. 

