2

	EDUC 2301: INTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL POPULATIONS
COURSE SYLLABUS  



	INSTRUCTOR

	
	COURSE INFORMATION

	Name:   
	
	 Term:  

	Office:   
	
	Section:   

	Email:  
	
	Synonym:  

	Phone:   
	
	Days/Times:  

	Office Hours:  
                          
	
	Location:  


COURSE DESCRIPTION
EDUC 2301 is an enriched, integrated, pre-service course and content experience that provides an overview of schooling and classrooms from the perspectives of language, gender, socioeconomic status, ethnic and academic diversity, and equity with an emphasis on factors that facilitate learning.  Students will participate in 16 contact hours of field observations of special populations in public school P-12 classrooms.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
· Discuss the attitudes and values that promote prejudice and racism.
· Develop curriculum strategies to promote the positive aspects of diversity in the classroom.
· Develop an understanding of how prior learning, language, culture, gender, family, socioeconomics, race, and community values influence student learning. Explore how our own personal prejudices can affect us in the classroom.
· Identify teaching strategies that promote culturally relevant classrooms.
· Expand awareness of legislation and historical events that have shaped equal educational opportunities for diverse learners.  

COURSE OUTCOMES
· Describe the attitudes and values that encourage or hinder promoting diversity in the classroom.  
· Identify significant legislation and differing points of view in the history of education that have led to social and cultural changes.  
· Prepare a culturally relevant lesson that incorporates developmentally appropriate teaching strategies.  
· Compose a reflection paper connecting theories of education to the service learning experience by highlighting how prior learning, language, culture, gender, family, and community values influence student learning.
· Promote understanding and awareness of diversity within inclusive classrooms.  

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES

· Explain educational terminology and concepts relevant to policies, research, and practices in the public education system.  
· Critically examine values, beliefs, and strategies that facilitate the learning of all students.
· Become acquainted with the culture of public schools through field observations and service learning.

REQUIRED TEXT
Fraser, J.  (2011).  Teach.  New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.
COURSE GRADES

All course materials and grades will be posted on Blackboard at http://acconline.austincc.edu/.  

Students’ final grades will be based on:  *Additional course assignments may be added
	Service Learning Paper
	

	Exams 
	

	Teaching Diversity Lesson Demonstration 
	


Service Learning Paper 
All students enrolled in EDUC 2301 are required to complete 16 hours of service learning.  As part of this requirement, students will compose a service learning paper.  The criteria and scoring rubric for the Service Learning paper will be disseminated in class.  
Exams 

Students will complete two exams over the readings in the course.  The exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  A study guide will be provided.  
Teaching Diversity Lesson Demonstration 
Students will be assigned a children’s book that highlights a diversity topic (see recommended children’s books for addressing diversity, p. 3 of EDUC 2301 syllabus) and will develop a developmentally appropriate lesson plan for addressing the issue(s).  Students will be provided 15 minutes to teach the lesson and will also submit a reflection about the teaching experience.  Students will receive the scoring rubric for evaluating the teaching diversity lesson demonstration in class.  Students may utilize a book/story not listed.  Prior approval must be made with the professor.  
CLASSROOM CONDUCT
This course requires you to be present.  The following guidelines will facilitate this presence and there are no exceptions.  Failure to abide by these rules will result in dismissal from the course:

· Be respectful.
· Listen and be heard.  No monopolization of discussions. 

· Speak for yourself, not others.  Always make “I” statements.

· Be your best.  No intentional negative dispositions.  

· Agree to disagree.  
SERVICE LEARNING
Students are required to complete a 16 hour sequence of service learning in P-12 public schools.  Service learning will be used to support the connection of theory to actual practice of varied environments and meaningful learning experiences for diverse students. 

Students will need to complete a number of forms.  One of the forms requests permission for AISD and possibly surrounding school districts to conduct a criminal background check.  Once 
this form is signed, a background check by the school district will be completed.  Keep in mind that these steps are essential to protect the school children.  Since service learning is central to the course and is mandatory, failure to comply with the standards required by AISD, ACC, and the local school site will result in course withdrawal, grade failure and/or dismissal from the Associate of Arts in Teaching program.  
Service Learning Attendance

Attendance during service learning sessions in the schools is mandatory.  The combination of learning (in class) and practice (in the schools) makes regular attendance in both places essential therefore, absences may cause the student to be dropped.  Tardiness is not acceptable.  Failure to arrive at a service learning site on time has definite implications.  Tardiness shows discourtesy to the cooperating teacher and the ISD.
    Professional Behavior
“A student attending ACC or an ACC-sponsored event assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution.  Although ACC is dedicated to an open, free society, some actions are inappropriate in an institution of higher education… By enrolling at ACC, students agree to abide by the college’s Student Standards of Conduct…  Violations of the Student Standards of Conduct refer to a student’s failure to meet his/her responsibilities.  Violations are subject to either General Disciplinary Action or Academic Integrity Disciplinary Action, depending on the nature of the allegations...” (2010-2011 Student Handbook, p. 33).
During service learning, students are expected to dress and behave in a manner that is representative of Austin Community College.  UNPROFESSIONAL BEHAVIOR, MISSING OBSERVATIONS, AND/OR BEING TARDY FOR OBSERVATIONS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND IS GROUNDS FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COURSE. 
ACADEMIC POLICIES

Attendance/Class Participation 
Regular and punctual class and laboratory attendance is expected of all students.  If attendance or compliance with other course policies is unsatisfactory, the instructor may withdraw students from the class.
Students should come to class with all relevant assignments completed and ready to participate in class assignments, activities, and discussions.  The intent of the class is to learn in an atmosphere that is engaging, inquisitive, and non-competitive.  This structure requires that students attend class, read all assignments critically and be prepared to participate in class by stating and supporting their perspectives.  Students are expected to read and reflect upon the assigned readings prior to class, which together with material from lectures, will help shape the quality of the classroom discussions.  

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class session.  Three consecutive tardies will equal one absence.  Absences/tardies may be excused if the student informs the professor prior to the absence/tardy.  The professor may choose to excuse the absence/tardy if the reason of the absence/tardy is deemed necessary.  Necessary absences/tardies may include, but are not limited to, pre-arranged medical appointments and procedures, religious holidays, and pre-arranged work related issues.  Absences/tardies may also be deemed excused if the student presents appropriate documentation one class day after the absence/tardy.  Doctor’s notes and notes from work supervisors may be considered appropriate documentation.  Deeming an absence/tardy necessary and excused is at the professor’s discretion at all times.  Students who acquire more than three unexcused absences may be dropped from the class by the professor.  

Written Assignments
All assignments must be word processed using Microsoft Word.  Students are expected to use a grammar and spell check program.  Excessive grammatical errors will impact the final grade.  All assignments must be submitted in hard copy to the professor in class.  No electronic assignments will be accepted unless prior arrangements were made with the professor.   

Make-Up Work
All assignments and activities are due on the dates specified by the professor and listed in the schedule attached to this syllabus.  Students must contact the professor at the earliest time if there are extenuating circumstances that may prohibit them from turning in their work on the date it is due.  Work that is late due to an unexcused absence will be accepted.  However, 20 points will be deducted.  After one session from the due date, the assignment will not be accepted.  Work that is late due to an excused absence will be accepted without points taken off.  All decisions about excused/unexcused absences and points taken off must be agreed upon by the student and professor prior to the grading of the assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to ascertain how many points will be taken off prior to turning in the assignment.

Blackboard
All course materials and grades will be posted on Blackboard at http://acconline.austincc.edu/. Students should print out necessary materials, including PowerPoint lecture slides and assignments.
Withdrawals
Students who acquire more than three unexcused class sessions or miss any observation labs are subject to withdrawal.  Students who fail to comply with the field policies of AISD, ACC, or the school site where the student is observing may be withdrawn. 

It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that his or her name is removed from the roll should s/he decide to withdraw from the class.  The instructor does, however, reserve the right to drop a student should s/he feel it is necessary.  If a student decides to withdraw, s/he should also verify that the withdrawal is submitted before the Final Withdrawal Date.  Students are also strongly encouraged to retain a copy of the withdrawal form for their records.  Students who enroll for the third or subsequent time in a course taken since Fall 2002, may be charged a higher tuition rate for that course.

Students may withdraw from one or more courses prior to the withdrawal deadline by submitting a request form to Admissions and Records.  Withdrawal deadlines are published in the academic calendar.  Withdrawal courses appear on the student’s record with a grade of W. Until a student is officially withdrawn, the student remains on the class roll and may receive a grade of F for the course.  Students are responsible for understanding the impact withdrawing from a course may have on their financial aid, veterans’ benefits, international student status, and academic standing.  Students are urged to consult with their instructor or an advisor before making schedule changes. 

State law permits students to withdraw from no more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career at Texas public colleges or universities without penalty.  With certain exceptions, all course withdrawals automatically count toward this limit.  Details regarding this policy can be found in the ACC college catalog.

Incompletes
An instructor may award a grade of “I” (Incomplete) if a student is unable to complete all of the requirements for a course.  An incomplete grade cannot be carried beyond the established date in the following semester.  The completion date is determined by the instructor but may not be later than the final deadline for withdrawal in the subsequent semester. 

Incompletes will be given only in cases of verifiable emergency.  In order to receive an incomplete, the student must have completed at least 75% of the class work and the observations and have a current passing grade.  If there is a verifiable emergency at the end of the course, please contact the professor. 

Scholastic Dishonesty
A student attending ACC assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution.  Students have the responsibility to submit coursework that is the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  Students must follow all instructions given by faculty or designated college representatives when taking examinations, placement assessments, tests, quizzes, and evaluations.  Actions constituting scholastic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, collusion, and falsifying documents.  Penalties for scholastic dishonesty will depend upon the nature of the violation and may range from lowering a grade on one assignment to an “F” in the course and/or expulsion from the college.  See the Student Standards of Conduct and Disciplinary Process and other policies at http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow.
Falsifying the completion of hours submitted on the student field observation log sheet will lead to academic discipline.  
Student Rights and Responsibilities
Students at the college have the rights accorded by the U.S. Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association.  These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the college community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process.  Opportunity for students to examine and question pertinent data and assumptions of a given discipline, guided by the evidence of scholarly research, is appropriate in a learning environment.  This concept is accompanied by an equally demanding concept of responsibility on the part of the student.  As willing partners in learning, students must comply with college rules and procedures.

Policies Regarding Technology in the Classroom
Please turn off all electronic devices while class is in session and before entering any public school building.   In the case of an emergency call, place the electronic device on vibrate and leave the classroom to take the call.  Do not use classroom or lab computers for e-mail, text messaging, chat rooms, or any other non-academic purpose. 
Use of ACC email
All College e-mail communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely fashion.  ACC will send important information and will notify students of any college related emergencies using this account.  Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account.  Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff.  Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php.
Students with Disabilities
Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented disabilities.  Students with disabilities who need classroom, academic or other accommodations must request them through the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).  Students are encouraged to request accommodations when they register for courses or at least three weeks before the start of the semester, otherwise the provision of accommodations may be delayed.

Students who have received approval for accommodations from OSD for this course must provide the instructor with the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from OSD before accommodations will be provided.  Arrangements for academic accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from the student.  

Students with approved accommodations are encouraged to submit the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ to the instructor at the beginning of the semester because a reasonable amount of time may be needed to prepare and arrange for the accommodations.  Additional information about the Office for Students with Disabilities is available at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/.
Safety 
Austin Community College is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. Students are expected to learn and comply with ACC environmental, health and safety procedures and to agree to follow ACC safety policies.  Additional information on these can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/ehs.  Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the Emergency Procedures poster and Campus Safety Plan map in each classroom.  Additional information about emergency procedures and how to sign up for ACC Emergency Alerts to be notified in the event of a serious emergency can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/.
Please note that students are expected to conduct themselves professionally, with respect and courtesy to all.  Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be dismissed from the day’s class activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities.
    Testing Center Policy
Under certain circumstances, an instructor may have students take an examination in a testing center.  Students using the Academic Testing Center must govern themselves according to the Student Guide for Use of ACC Testing Centers and should read the entire guide before going to take the exam.  To request an exam, one must have:

· ACC Photo ID
· Course Abbreviation (e.g., ENGL)

· Course Number (e.g.,1301)

· Course Synonym (e.g., 10123)

· Course Section (e.g., 005)

· Instructor's Name

Do NOT bring cell phones to the Testing Center.  Having your cell phone in the testing room, regardless of whether it is on or off, will revoke your testing privileges for the remainder of the semester.  ACC Testing Center policies can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/.
Student and Instructional Services
ACC strives to provide exemplary support to its students and offers a broad variety of opportunities and services.  Information on these services and support systems is available at:   http://www.austincc.edu/s4/.
Links to many student services and other information can be found at: http://www.austincc.edu/current/.
ACC Learning Labs provide free tutoring services to all ACC students currently enrolled in the course to be tutored.  The tutor schedule for each Learning Lab may be found at:  http://www.autincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring.php.
For help setting up your ACCeID, ACC Gmail, or ACC Blackboard, see a Learning Lab Technician at any ACC Learning Lab.
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