RTVB 1305 - INTRODUCTION TO TELEVISION TECHNOLOGY

Semester and Semester Year (ie. Spring 2012)

Meeting Day and Meeting Time, Section, Synonym

INSTRUCTOR: 

Office:

Phones:

E-mail:
Web:
TEXTBOOK: Television Production Handbook, by Herbert Zettl, 11th Edition, 2012 available at the ACC bookstore. The 10th Edition 2009 may be used, but any other earlier editions of the textbook are not acceptable.

COURSE FORMAT: 

Lectures, demonstrations, and class projects
COURSE OBJECTIVE: The primary objective of this course is to introduce students to the selection and application of production supplies and equipment utilized in film-style location television production. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Identification and operation of current television production equipment. Includes digital and analog signal concepts and use.

Students will learn the basic concepts and application of media formats, camera operation, location lighting, and field audio recording.  They will attain a thorough overview of two of the three elements of the Production System  - the theories, necessity and application of Preproduction, and the equipment, personnel duties and activities of the Production Process. Post Production, the third phase of the Production System, is covered in the advanced ACC RTF courses. Students will apply their technical and production knowledge by creating and shooting an original short HD project during class time in the production studio. 

PREREQUISTES:  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: Interpret audio and video signal displays; and operate and maintain equipment. 
· Learn the roles and perform the duties of the many production personal needed to prepare and shoot a video production. 

· Develop an idea into a script for a single camera, film style project and then translate the script into production tools that communicate the various technical details that need to be addressed in the production of that story.

· Learn the basics and begin to master the use of a prosumer HD camcorder, industry standard location tungsten lights and a professional grade field mixer and boom microphone.
· Balance the simultaneous quest for artistic vision with the logistical challenges and limitations of technical perfection while directing the talent and crew in the Final Student Production Projects.
RADIO-TELEVISION-FILM PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES:
ACC's Department of Radio-Television-Film envisions setting the standard for educating students in the film and digital arts in Central Texas. The goal of its training program is to enhance and inspire students to achieve their educational and career goals by the department's use of current and emerging technology, and training. The RTF department strives to collaborate with the community, organizations and businesses to insure the educational program is relevant to the students and community it serves.
STUDENT EVALUATION/ GRADING POLICIES: 
POLICIES:
Attendance/Class Participation:

 Regular and punctual class and laboratory attendance is expected of all students. If attendance or compliance with other course policies is unsatisfactory, the instructor may withdraw students from the class.

Students are allowed three absences. After three absences, students will be withdrawn from the class. Please note that any absence will make it difficult for a student to keep up with the technical aspects of the course. Three times tardy (after instruction has begun) will equal one absence. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Instructor prior to the start of class if they are going to be absent or late. If a student leaves class before instruction is over, it will be counted as a tardy.

Missed or Late Work:

Any take home quizzes, tests, and other written assignments handed in after the declared deadline will be given a grade of “zero”.  Make-ups for in class written and practical tests may be arranged only for documented absences (e.g. doctor notes,) at the discretion of the instructor, but the absence still counts toward withdrawal.

Absences from Student Final Productions impact all students in the class. Make up opportunities for missed class productions, due to extraordinary situations, communicated before the missed session, may be given at the discretion of the Instructor. Once shooting of a scene for a Student Final Production begins, the door is locked and a tardy student/crew member may considered “fired” and absent.

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS: 
“TV Tech” lays down the basic concept and techniques of digital television film style production and is the pre-req for students wishing to take the advanced R-T-F production courses.  Concepts will be explored through lecture, hands-on exercises, selected text and handouts, and participation in studio production assignments. 

The textbook, or downloads of the assigned chapters and the copy of the syllabus must be brought to each class. The content of this syllabus and the accompanying course schedule is subject to change as needed. Students are responsible for reading the course schedule and preparing for each class by reading the assigned homework text, guide packets and handouts and by completing any assigned written projects within the official deadlines. Participants in the course are responsible for keeping track of any mentioned changes.

Critical, creative, and practical thinking are crucial to this class through class participation.  The production studio environment encourages wide ranging viewpoints, which are welcome when appropriately voiced with respect for others.  It is my belief that such an academically open environment, one that celebrates creativity and innovation, can enhance classroom dialogue and lead to an enriching experience for students and instructor alike.  

Students are expected to:

· Maintain an official ACC Student email account. All email communication from ACC and this class will be sent to that address. You will and more information about ACC Student email at: http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/ 

· Attend class regularly 

· Participate in class discussion & activities 
· Completion of work as assigned 
· Utilize professional work ethics of respect, responsibility and reliability 
while completing time sensitive assignments and successfully leading a group effort. 
COURSE OUTLINE OR CALENDAR (tentative) 
Week 1: 

Week 2: 
Week 3: 

Week 4: 
Week 5: 
Week 6: 
Week 7: 
Week 8: 
Week 9: 
Week 10: 
Week 11: 
Week 12: 
Week 13: 
Week 14: 
Week 15: 
Week 16:  

POLICIES:
Withdrawal Policy
It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that his or her name is removed from the roll should he or she decides to withdraw from the class.  The instructor does, however, reserve the right to drop a student should he or she feel it is necessary.  If a student decides to withdraw, he or she should also verify that the withdrawal is submitted before the Final Withdrawal Date.  The student is also strongly encouraged to retain their copy of the withdrawal form for their records.

Students who enroll for the third or subsequent time in a course taken since Fall, 2002, may be charged a higher tuition rate, for that course.

State law permits students to withdraw from no more than six courses during their entire undergraduate career at Texas public colleges or universities.  With certain exceptions, all course withdrawals automatically count towards this limit.  Details regarding this policy can be found in the ACC college catalog.
Incompletes
An instructor may award a grade of “I” (Incomplete) if a student was unable to complete all of the objectives for the passing grade in a course.  An incomplete grade cannot be carried beyond the established date in the following semester. The completion date is determined by the instructor but may not be later than the final deadline for withdrawal in the subsequent semester. 

Statement on Scholastic Dishonesty
A student attending ACC assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution.  Students have the responsibility to submit coursework that is the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression.  Students must follow all instructions given by faculty or designated college representatives when taking examinations, placement assessments, tests, quizzes, and evaluations.  Actions constituting scholastic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, collusion, and falsifying documents.    Penalties for scholastic dishonesty will depend upon the nature of the violation and may range from lowering a grade on one assignment to an “F” in the course and/or expulsion from the college.  See the Student Standards of Conduct and Disciplinary Process and other policies at http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow
Student Rights and Responsibilities
Students at the college have the rights accorded by the U.S. Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association. These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same rights to others in the college community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process. Opportunity for students to examine and question pertinent data and assumptions of a given discipline, guided by the evidence of scholarly research, is appropriate in a learning environment. This concept is accompanied by an equally demanding concept of responsibility on the part of the student. As willing partners in learning, students must comply with college rules and procedures.

Statement on Students with Disabilities
Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented disabilities.  Students with disabilities who need classroom, academic or other accommodations must request them through the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).   Students are encouraged to request accommodations when they register for courses or at least three weeks before the start of the semester, otherwise the provision of accommodations may be delayed.   

Students who have received approval for accommodations from OSD for this course must provide the instructor with the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from OSD before accommodations will be provided.   Arrangements for academic accommodations can only be made after the instructor receives the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from the student.  
Students with approved accommodations are encouraged to submit the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ to the instructor at the beginning of the semester because a reasonable amount of time may be needed to prepare and arrange for the accommodations.    
Additional information about the Office for Students with Disabilities is available at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/
Safety Statement
Austin Community College is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. You are expected to learn and comply with ACC environmental, health and safety procedures and agree to follow ACC safety policies. Additional information on these can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/ehs. Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the Emergency Procedures poster and Campus Safety Plan map in each classroom. Additional information about emergency procedures and how to sign up for ACC Emergency Alerts to be notified in the event of a serious emergency can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/.

Please note, you are expected to conduct yourself professionally with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be dismissed from the day’s activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities.
You are expected to conduct yourself professionally with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be immediately dismissed from the day’s activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities. 

Use of ACC email
All College e-mail communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely fashion. ACC will send important information and will notify you of any college related emergencies using this account.  Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account.  Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff.  Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php.

Testing Center Policy
Under certain circumstances, an instructor may have students take an examination in a testing center.  Students using the Academic Testing Center must govern themselves according to the Student Guide for Use of ACC Testing Centers and should read the entire guide before going to take the exam.  To request an exam, one must have:

· ACC Photo ID
· Course Abbreviation (e.g., ENGL)

· Course Number (e.g.,1301)

· Course Synonym (e.g., 10123)

· Course Section (e.g., 005)

· Instructor's Name

Do NOT bring cell phones to the Testing Center.  Having your cell phone in the testing room, regardless of whether it is on or off, will revoke your testing privileges for the remainder of the semester.  ACC Testing Center policies can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/
Student And Instructional Services

ACC strives to provide exemplary support to its students and offers a broad variety of opportunities and services.  Information on these services and support systems is available at:   http://www.austincc.edu/s4/
Links to many student services and other information can be found at: http://www.austincc.edu/current/
ACC Learning Labs provide free tutoring services to all ACC students currently enrolled in the course to be tutored.  The tutor schedule for each Learning Lab may be found at:  http://www.autincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring.php
For help setting up your ACCeID, ACC Gmail, or ACC Blackboard, see a Learning Lab Technician at any ACC Learning Lab.

