Course Master Syllabus 
SDEV 0111–Transition to College Success 

(Blank spaces to be filled in by instructor as appropriate) 

Instructor: 


Office:  





Phone:






E-mail:


Blackboard site: (If activated)

 



Office Hours: 

(Enter location, days, and times)

(Other times available by appointment) 
Course Information:   

Term


 Section 

Synonym


Location

 Days


Times

 

Course Description: This is a developmental level course designed for entering freshmen with priority needs. It provides an overview of key aspects, knowledge, and skills needed in the transition to college life. Students identify their educational goals, personal strengths, and areas for development; become familiar with college resources and services: and briefly explore strategies for academic success such as time management and study skills. 
Course Rationale/Purpose: The purpose of this course is to facilitate students’ transition into and success at Austin Community College. 
Course Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will:    (Instructors may add to this list as appropriate for their section.)
Be oriented to the college experience, ACC, and the course itself. 

Assess their current expectations, motivation, strengths and areas for improvement. 

Learn a process for and engage in setting effective academic, personal, and career goals. 

Be familiar with college support services and resources. 

Demonstrate their skills in self-management for successful outcomes. 

Explore and apply essential learning and study skills for college-level work. 

Instructional Methodology: This course will include the following teaching and learning methods: lecture, individual application exercises, small group activities, class discussions, homework assignments, online activities, papers, projects, and exams. (Instructor may adjust this description as appropriate.)
Required Texts/Materials: 

(Instructor should indicate course text and materials selected from the textbook inventory.)

Grading: The final grade will be based on the scores for the following items: 
(Instructor may revise wording as needed, but should include the following elements) 

1. Attendance and class participation: (Instructor will specify policy and impact on grade) 

2. Four major assignments: The assignments are described in detail later in this syllabus. 

3. Learning Profile paper: This paper is described at the end of the syllabus. 

4. Exam: (One or more to be designed by instructor) 

(Additional items may be included at the instructor’s discretion such as a course notebook, etc.)

General Policies:
ACCmail: All college email communication to students will be sent solely to the student’s ACCmail account, with the expectation that such communications will be read in a timely manner. ACC will send important information and will notify you of any college related emergencies using this account. Students should only expect to receive email communication from their instructor using this account. Likewise, students should use their ACCmail account when communicating with instructors and staff.  Instructions for activating an ACCmail account can be found on the main web page or at: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"accmail

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"index

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/accmail/index.php"php and ACC messages may be forwarded by the student to their personal account should they choose to do so.
Classroom Climate: (Optional, but recommended) Learning takes place best in a setting where there is respect, positive regard, and freedom from distraction. It is my responsibility and intention to provide these conditions during the semester, and I will need your help to do so. Make every effort to arrive on time for class and if you are delayed, please enter quietly and take the seat closest to the door to avoid disrupting the class. Treat others in the class with the respect and courtesy that you would want for yourself. Refrain from engaging in work for other courses or reading that is not course-related while in class. All cell phones or other electronic devices should be turned off during class unless otherwise directed by the instructor. Please do not leave your phones on vibrate or engage in text messaging while class is in session since that can become a distraction not only to you, but to me and others as well. Keep side conversations to a minimum and focused on the topics and tasks at hand during the class session. Creating a safe, focused, and positive classroom climate will make our time together more effective and rewarding for all of us and I appreciate your assistance in making this happen.

Incomplete Grade: (Instructor to specify policy for course.) (The following is a sample for consideration) Students are expected to complete the course within the session time frame. A grade of incomplete will only be given in very special circumstances. If you fail to complete the requirements of the incomplete grade agreement by the due date, you will receive a grade of “F”. 
Scholastic Honesty: A student attending ACC assumes responsibility for conduct compatible with the mission of the college as an educational institution.  Students have the responsibility to submit coursework that is the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. Students must follow all instructions given by faculty or designated college representatives when taking examinations, placement assessments, tests, quizzes, and evaluations.  Actions constituting scholastic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, collusion, 
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and falsifying documents. Penalties for scholastic dishonesty will depend upon the nature of the
violation and may range from lowering a grade on one assignment to an “F” in the course and/or expulsion from the college.  See the Student Standards of Conduct and Disciplinary Process and other policies at http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"current

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/needtoknow"needtoknow
Safety Statement: ACC is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for study and work. Students are expected to learn and comply with ACC environmental, health and safety procedures and to agree to follow ACC safety policies. Additional information on these can be found at http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/ehs"ehs. Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the Emergency Procedures poster and Campus Safety Plan map in each classroom. Additional information about emergency procedures and how to sign up for ACC Emergency Alerts to be notified in the event of a serious emergency can be found at http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"emergency

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/emergency/"/. Please note that students are expected to conduct themselves professionally, with respect and courtesy to all. Anyone who thoughtlessly or intentionally jeopardizes the health or safety of another individual will be dismissed from the day’s class activity, may be withdrawn from the class, and/or barred from attending future activities.

Student Accessibility Services: Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented disabilities.  Students with disabilities who need classroom, academic or other accommodations must request them through the Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Office.  Students are encouraged to request accommodations when they register for courses or at least three weeks before the start of the semester, otherwise the provision of accommodations may be delayed. Students who have received approval for accommodations for this course must provide the instructor with the ‘Notice of Approved Accommodations’ from SAS before accommodations will be provided. Additional information about the Student Accessibility Services is available at 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/support-and-services/services-for-students/disability-services-and-assistive-technology" http://www.austincc.edu/support-and-services/services-for-students/disability-services-and-assistive-technology. 
Student and Instructional Services: ACC strives to provide exemplary support to its students and offers a broad variety of opportunities and services. Information on these services and support systems is available at: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"s

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/s4/"4/. Links to many student services and other information can be found at: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"current

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/current/"/. ACC Learning Labs provide free tutoring services to all ACC students currently enrolled. The tutor schedule for each Learning Lab may be found at: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php".

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"tutor

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"students

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"tutoring

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/students/tutoring/php"php. For help setting up or accessing your ACCeID, ACCmail account, or ACC Blackboard, see a Learning Lab Technician at any ACC Learning Lab.
Student Rights and Responsibilities: Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students may sometimes disagree not only with each other but also with the instructor. It is expected that faculty and students will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions. 
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Testing Center: Use of the Testing Center for our discipline is only allowed for make-up tests and retests. Students needing to use the Testing Center for these purposes (with instructor approval) can find Testing Center policies and information at the following web site: http

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"://

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"www

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"2.

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"austincc

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/".

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"edu

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"/

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"testctr

HYPERLINK "http://www2.austincc.edu/testctr/"/. You will need to show your Student ID and have relevant course information in order to use the center.
Withdrawal: Students are responsible for withdrawing themselves from class if they are unable to complete the semester. Withdrawal may affect financial aid status, veterans’ benefits, international student status, and/or academic standing and students are advised to consult with their instructor and/or a counselor prior to withdrawal. Instructors have the right to withdraw students for excessive absences, failure to progress, and other reasons as appropriate. The last day to withdraw is (specify).
Session Schedule 

(Instructors will provide students with a tentative schedule of course topics, major assignment due dates, tests, etc., for planning purposes.)

Graded Assignments (Sample entries below are optional.) 

1. The Discovery Wheel--At the beginning of the semester we will complete a brief assessment inventory called the Discovery Wheel (or an equivalent assessment from the textbook as appropriate). You will need to write a 1 to 2 page reflection paper on the results of the exercise and what they suggest to you about your strengths and areas for improvement during the semester. 

2. The Time Monitor Project--This assignment will begin in the (fill in appropriate number) session and will continue for one week. You will monitor your use of time during that week and compare it to how you estimated you would be using your time. Specific instructions will be given in class, and the completed assignment will be due at the beginning of the (fill in) session of class. You will need to have calculated your results and be prepared to turn in your time monitor pages at that time.  
3. Goal Setting Assignment--This assignment will be a reflection paper outlining your experience in completing a self-chosen short term goal and the first two sections of the Focus 2 online career assessment as part of a long term goal. I will give you guidelines for the goal setting activity and accessing the Focus 2 program when we cover that topic in class. (Instructors may adjust this to be two separate assignments if desired.)
4. Online workshop—This assignment will be to view a workshop of the student’s choice from the StudentLingo website available at www.studentlingo.com/acc (or other online resource at the instructor’s choice) and complete the Action Plan for that workshop to turn in.
Other assignments that are given during the session may or may not be graded, but their completion will be expected as part of class participation. 
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Format for the Learning Profile Paper 

As one of the requirements for this course, you will need to write a three page typewritten paper (double-spaced) outlining your educational experience, goals and plans for the future. The paper should be an honest, open appraisal of your own past experience and self-knowledge, the results of the Discovery Wheel and other assessments, as well as the goals and plans you have for your future. It should address the three basic elements outlined in the general framework identified below, but be sure to make it reflect your own particular situation in a personally meaningful way. 

Key elements for your paper: The questions below are guides to stimulate your thinking, you do not need to answer each one of them and you may come up with your own. 
1. Describe your main purpose for attending college. 

Why are you attending college now? 

What do you really want to gain from your efforts? 

What motivates you the most to succeed in school? 

2. Briefly describe your “educational journey” from the past up to the present. 

What has your experience been in school up to this point? 

Considering your results on the Discovery Wheel and other assessments we 

have completed, what strengths and areas for improvement do you plan 

to focus on this semester? 

What are the most important things you learned so far about yourself and 

about studying that you will make use of in the future? 

3. Discuss your future goals and plans for succeeding at ACC and beyond. 

What are your specific academic goals for this semester? 

What resources do you intend to make use of to reach your goals? 
What are your ultimate educational goals while at ACC?
What further academic or career goals do you have beyond your time at ACC? 

Don’t sit down and write this paper all at once. Gather the information, work on it a section at a time and give yourself time to reflect on and refine what you have written. Be as thorough as you can be and write in enough depth and detail to cover each area well. This is paper describes a path from your past to your future–give it enough attention and effort to make it a great one! 

Exam(s) (To be determined and explained by the instructor)
(Additional materials may be added by the instructor to complement those indicated above to reflect their particular course activities, topics, and procedures.)

Revised 8/08/14
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