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Guest Speaker at TC3TEP meeting 
November 16, 2010
Dr. Janice Lopez, Director of Educator Standards – TEA

9:49am – 11am

1.)  Rumor about all 4-8 certifications going away in the state of Texas
a.) Janice replied, “we haven’t done anything with that”  “We won’t do anything without stakeholder meetings.”

b.) TC3TEP brought up that a 7-12 math or science test will be a monster of a test

Janice replied, “the content tests are designed for people who have a degree in that area.  So if that is the case, they should do fine.  Funny how we are thinking of going back to what we had.”

c.) TC3TEP asked who was pushing this movement

Janice replied, “legislature and NCTQ Report (released April 29, 2010.)  The report has people’s attention.  That report has the attention of legislators.  We get emails from them constantly wanting data to answer their constituency.” 
d.) Some members of TC3TEP voiced that they have been proponents of the middle school model because middle school has a whole teaching philosophy of its own.  

e.) Janice recommended that we all look at the bills that have been filed already.  She said that we will be shocked. ( http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/Home.aspx)  Janice mentioned that you can sign up to receive updates on bills filed.
f.) Janice recommended that if we feel strongly about 4-8 certifications not going away that we should send letters of comment (preferably with data/research to back the  thoughts and opinions) to her and she would forward to Karen Loonam.  {There was some interest expressed by TC3TEP members to do this.  Possibly individual letters from programs as well as a letter from TC3TEP as a whole)

g.) Janice assured TC3TEP that TEA is very driven by stakeholder input.

2.) PPR EC-12 = all other PPRs going away

a.)  Janice shared that while it has been a concern for some, it seems like a positive for most.  TEA understands that they need to give all EPPs time to get people through the pipeline.

b.) No specific date in place for when old PPRs will go away.

3.) E-books on ETS website

a.) TEA has no affiliation with E-books on the ETS website.  They do not endorse them in any way.  No correlation study has been done between E-books and the TExES exams.

4.) TEA contract with ETS ends August 1, 2011.  TEA is in the process of accepting RFPs.

5.) Representative  tests

a.) A member of TC3TEP expressed a concern that some representative tests do not truly represent the TExES exam.  Example given was PE.
b.) Janice answered, “We are constantly updating – Remember rep forms are just a snap shot in time.  The standards are the same so the exams are aligned to the standards.”

6.) Rumor about PACT going away

Janice said, “At the last SBOE, a group testified to the fact that someone could take a certification exam with no credit hours on their transcripts.  Don’t be surprised if PACT goes away.”  

7.) TC3TEP shared that Intern numbers are down and that it is a concern
a.) Reasons:  hiring freezes by districts, teachers not retiring, teachers who retired are returning

b.) Group shared that it was unrealistic for many teacher candidates to do clinical teaching.

c.) Question was posed, “How are for-profit ACP’s still certifying thousands of teachers when we are sitting here telling you that there are no jobs to be found?  Where are they finding internships for their teacher candidates?”  A request was made for SBEC to spot-check programs to make sure interns really have jobs and are where they say they are. 

d.) Janice replied that with some proposed upcoming changes to the recommendation screen for Probationary Certificate that it would be required to list the name of the specific school instead of just the school district.  Also, that the “spot-check” is part of the monitoring visits when they check for observation forms.  Janice assured us, “my office is doing all it can with our staff.”

8.)  Janice once again encouraged TC3TEP to make sure that our voices are heard.  Until voices are heard, changes won’t occur.

9.) New EPPs

a.)  A member of TC3TEP asked why new EPPs are being approved when it was emphasized that no new EPPs would be approved.

b.) Janice replied, “We have tightened down on new ones but we can’t just say no.”  She shared that at the last new program orientation meeting, 25 people showed up and once they heard the requirements no one submitted an application.

10.) Fingerprinting and Clinical Teaching

Questions were posed to Janice regarding this topic.  Since this isn’t Janice’s area, she 

            couldn’t really give answers.  Conclusion was to contact the ISD/school because they 

            each have their own background check requirements for clinical teachers.
11.) Testing
Janice shared that there has been lots of cheating in the testing centers.  So much so, that they are now taking pictures in the centers while people are testing.  Most are impersonators and cheating with “cheat sheets.”  

12.) Principal Surveys
a.) Janice shared that the principal survey has been revised.  It will now have questions about instructional strategies, as well.

b.) Also, that this next round of principal surveys probably won’t be anonymous.

c.) And no open-ended questions.

d.) And will extract the surveys that are marked that a teacher has only been on campus for less than 4 months.

e.) TC3TEP member expressed the concern that only a third of her principals completed the survey.  Janice replied that this was probably because they didn’t receive one in the first place.  She emphasized that TEA knows that they did not find every new teacher in the state.  She emphasized that this was just a pilot year.

f.) Another TC3TEP member expressed the concern that a teacher was training through student teaching to be a SST 4-8 teacher.  After program completion, the teacher took the Generalist 4-8 and was hired to be a Reading teacher.  If that teacher does poorly in teaching Reading, how does that reflect on the EPP?  No response was really given by Janice.

13.) Science 8-12 and Social Studies 8-12 going away
a.) Janice sees these going away in 2 or 3 years.

b.) TC3TEP asked about who would be authorized to teach Sociology and Psychology?  Janice replied, “We don’t know.  We will have to find where to put them in the placement chart.”

c.) TC3TEP asked about those teachers with existing Science 8-12 and SST 8-12.  Janice speculated that they would be “grandfathered in.”  She couldn’t see TEA revoking certificates.  The new way would just be for those getting certified under whatever the new rules end up being.
14.) Calculating Pass Rates
a.)  Some in the TC3TEP group are still confused about how pass rates are calculated.

b.) Janice and those in the know from TC3TEP tried to help clarify.

c.) Clarification offered -  Teacher candidate has to pass exams by the end of the academic year for which they are a finisher. 
