Thank you for having me.  Hopefully this information is useful.  Good luck to all of you!!!  Contact me.


Do’s
· Behavior Management Plan!!! Can be as easy as 1. verbal warning 2. out in the hall with a writing assignment 3. detention and call home 4. office referral.  Use it and be consistent so kids won’t think you are being mean, rather they are not following the well established rules.

· Understand that you are the teacher and you have ultimate power in the classroom.  Kids will listen if you are confident.  It took me a little while to grasp that.  Now I treat my 7th graders like my 5 and 7 year old.

· Be excited about what you do, kids feed off your energy.  I often had students ask me why some of my colleagues were teachers because they don’t like kids.

· Make sure you make positive phone calls home for your trouble makers, they will know that you are not just trying to get them in trouble and gives them a motivation.

· Remain calm at all times.  If you fail this, you are setting a precedent for students to react wildly to certain situations.  Plus it helps in dealing with parents by being able to ask the student honestly “have I ever disrespected you?”
· Use silence to cover anger, stress, “unwithitness”.  Kids are scared almost when they don’t know what you are thinking.

· Frequent talks about respect, or whatever.  Not only does every kid hate a lecture, it makes them confront their emotions, and if you do it respectfully, it may be the only time someone talks to them like a feeling human being the whole day.  I had a great relationship with my assistant principal and brought many students in for “behavior contract conferences” to discuss a behavior plan without referring them so that the kids knew I was not trying to get them in trouble.
· Observe other teachers, reflect, and ask questions.  Teachers love having their ideas stolen.  As they say, Imitation is the Greatest Form of Flattery, and for teachers even more so.
· Get lesson plans from a fellow teacher and try to stay on pace with them for at least the first couple of months. This way you can ask detailed questions about the lesson plan (time management, blooms taxonomy questions, manipulatives, and catch phrases to make ideas stick.) Most of the teachers don’t write detailed lesson plans but will gladly share their ideas/worksheets because it’s their math department too!!!
Do Not Do’s
· Do not yell at students!!!  If you illustrate yelling as an acceptable form of communication, students will follow suit and you may lose control.  This is an artform that can be mastered but I advise a first year teacher to stay away from yelling.  Confident, stern, yet calm talks instead.

· Do not take things personally, kids forget how they felt from yesterday for the most part, unless you are completely disrespecting them.

· Do not compromise your values for anything.  Once the kids see you are malleable, say bye bye to control.

· Do not hide your human side.  Kids want so much to feel a connection, plus this will help with the life long lessons, instead of just subject based.  Make time to just talk.
