
The New South 



Competing interests 

Old elites - planter aristocracy 

New elites 

Poor whites 

 Entrepreneurs, investors, businessmen 

Freedmen 

Middle class 



Competing interests 

Carpetbaggers 

U.S. government 

 Military & civilian 

Republican Party 

Scalawags 



“Freedmen” - goals 
Social 

Economic 

Political 
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Freedmen’s Bureau 
Protection 

Advocacy 

Education 
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Freedmen’s Bureau  

Schools 



“Redeemers” 

Southern White Democrats 

 Restore the Democrat Party’s power 

 Maintain and strengthen white supremacy 

 Keep African Americans powerless 

Conservative 

Pro-business 



“…the supremacy of the white race of the South must 

be maintained forever, and the domination of the 

negro race resisted at all points and at all hazards, 

because the white race is the superior race... [This 

declaration] shall run forever with the blood that 

feeds Anglo-Saxon hearts.“ 
      - Henry Grady, 1888 

Redeemers 

Henry Grady 
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Social 

Economic 

Political 

Redeemers - goals 



Redeemers - goals 

Economic 



Redeemers - goals 

political 

“Of course he wants to 

vote the Democratic ticket” 



Disenfranchise Freedmen 

Poll taxes 

Literacy tests 



Redeemers - goals 

social 

 Control access to education 

 Control access to economic advancement 

 Control labor 



Sharecropping 
 Tenant farmers 

 “Crop lien system” 



 “Exodusters” 

Exodus to Kansas 



“Buffalo Soldiers” 
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Redeemers - goals 

White supremacy 

 Black Codes 

 Jim Crow Laws 

 Violence 

 Demeaning Stereotypes 
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Ku Klux Klan 
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Klan threat against carpetbaggers 
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End of Reconstruction 

 Panic of 1873 

 frustration, weariness 

 work was done 



End of Reconstruction 

 Election of 1876 

Republican 

Rutherford B. Hayes 

Democrat 

Samuel J. Tilden 
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Compromise of 1877 

 Hayes elected 

 troops and other federal officials 

removed from south 

 Reconstruction ends 





“The slave went free; stood a 

brief moment in the sun; then 

moved back again toward 

slavery.” 
     - W.E. B. DuBois  


