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Antebellum Reform Movements 

 “Reform” 

 Positive change 

 Improve Society 



Antebellum Reform Movements 

 Motives (why) 

 Types/areas of reform (what) 

Social 

Religious 

 Methods of reform (how) 



Antebellum Reform Movements 

 Motives – why here, why now? 

 Rapid growth 

 Rapid growth of cities 

 Changing social order/mobility 

 Geographic mobility 

 Need for order in uncertain world 



Antebellum Reform Movements 

 Motives – why here, why now? 

 Unhappy with present 

 Need to assess future 

 Desire to improve society 

 American “exceptionalism” 



Religious Reform 

 “Second Great Awakening” 
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 “Camp Meeting” 
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Second Great Awakening 

 North 

 South 

 Emphasis on social reform 

 religious 



Social Reforms 

 What are they reforming? 

 “Sins” 

 “Moral and social evils” 



Social Reforms 

 Temperance Movement 

 “Demon rum” 

Train ride to destruction 



Social Reforms 

 Gambling 

 “Immoral acts” (e.g., prostitution) 

 Crime 

 Destruction of the family 
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Social Reforms 

 Abolition 

“Moral evil” 
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Slavery/Abolition 

 Gradual vs. Immediate 

 Compensation 

 Social implications/”disruption” 



American Colonization Society 
 “colonizing” African Americans in 

Africa 
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American Colonization Society 
 Liberia – est. 1821 

Monrovia 

http://todayinsocialsciences.blogspot.com/2013/04/the-origins-of-liberia.html


Racial Equality & Emancipation 

William Lloyd Garrison 

The Liberator 

Frederick Douglass 
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Women’s Rights 

 “feme covert” 

 Legal doctrine 

 Married woman subservient 

to husband 

 “Coverture” 

 Could not own property 

 Could not sign legal document 

 Could not enter into a contract 



Woman suffrage 

Lucretia Mott Elizabeth Cady Stanton 



Woman suffrage 

 Seneca Falls - 1848 
 a convention “to discuss the social, civil, and 

religious condition and rights of woman” 

 Organized by female Quakers 
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Seneca Falls 

 “Declaration of Sentiments” 

“When, in the course of human events, it becomes 

necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume 

among the people of the earth a position different from that 

which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws 

of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect 

to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 

the causes that impel them to such a course.  

 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and 

women are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these 

rights governments are instituted, deriving their powers from 

the consent of the governed.” 



Methods of Reform 

 Collective action 

 Voluntary associations 

 Benevolent organizations 
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Methods of Reform 

 Education/schools 

 Universal 

 Non-sectarian 

 Free 

Horace Mann 

“Common school”  

(public school) movement 

Catharine Beecher 
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Methods of Reform 

 In the home 

 Role of women 

 “Cult of True Womanhood” 

 “Cult of Domesticity” 
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Methods of Reform 

 Utopias 

 Communal living 

 Seeking perfection 

Oneida Community 

Brook Farm 
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Methods of Reform 

 Spiritualism 

 Seeking knowledge from spirits 

8 million followers  

by 1900 
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