
A Divided Nation, 1840-1860 



Growing “sectionalism” 
 regional identity 

 North, south, west 



Growing “sectionalism” 

 politics – political parties 



Growing “sectionalism” 

 cultural & ideological divisions  

 Religion, literature 



“He is not ashamed to 

call them brethren” 

Religious divisions 
 Slavery 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

       1852 

Harriet Beecher Stowe 



Growing “sectionalism” 

 economic differences 



Northern Industry 



Labor 



Free Labor ideal 

 hard work 

 Self-reliance 

 Independence 

Equality of opportunity 



Immigration to the U.S.  

1820 – 1840  750,000 

1840 – 1860  4.5 million 



Urban North 



Urban North 



Internal Improvements 

 transportation 

 communication 



Railroads 

Land grants 

By 1860: 20M acres 



Telegraph 

Samuel Morse 



Agricultural South 



Upper south 

Lower south 



Cotton Kingdom 

1830      300,000 bales 

1860      5 Million bales 



Cotton Production 

1820 

1860 



Slavery 

4 million by 1860 



Southern population 

White 

Black 

Free 

Black 



Year # Slaves #Free Blacks 

1790 697,681 59,527 

1800 893,602 108,435 

1810 1,191,362 186,446 

1820 1,538,022 233,634 

1830 2,009,043 319,599 

1840 2,487,355 386,293 

1850 3,204,313 434,495 

1860 3,953,760 488,070 

1870 0 4,880,009 

U.S. Black Population 



U.S. Slave Population, 

1860 



Nat Turner’s Rebellion, 1831 

(Southampton Insurrection) 



Slave-owning families  

About 25% owned slaves 

About 1% owned 100 or more slaves 




