
Secession and War 

 establishing the Confederate States 

 of America 

 reactions to secession 

 the war begins 



 SC – Dec 20, 1860 

Secession 



Secession 

 MS – Jan 9, 1861 

 FL – Jan 10, 1861  

 AL – Jan 11, 1861 

 GA – Jan 19, 1861 

 LA – Jan 26, 1861 

 TX – Feb 1, 1861 

Lower south 

 SC – Dec 20, 1860 



The Confederate States of America 

 (C.S.A.)  

 CSA Constitution 

 Weak central government 

 Strong state governments 

 Protects slavery 

 Prohibits tariffs 

March 11, 1861 



The Confederate States of America 

 Government leaders 

Jefferson Davis Alexander Stephens 



Reactions to Secession 

 Crittenden Compromise 

 Extend Missouri Compromise line 

 Amendments on slavery 

Sen. John Crittenden 

failed 



Reactions to Secession 

 President Lincoln 

 Inaugural address 

March 4, 1861 

“…hold, occupy, and 

possess the property 

and places belonging to 

the government."  



Reactions to Secession 

“God…be with us to give us strength to 

conquer them,  exterminate them, to lay 

waste to every Northern city,  town, and 

village; to destroy them utterly.” 



Reactions to Secession 

“…restore New Orleans to its 

native marshes, then march 

across the country, burn 

Montgomery to ashes, and 

serve Charleston in the same 

way…We must starve, drown, 

burn, shoot the traitors.” 



April 4, 1861 – Fort Sumter, SC 



 VA – Apr 17, 1861 

 AR – May 6, 1861 

 TN – May 7, 1861 

 NC – May 20, 1861 

Fort Sumter, SC 

 consequences 





Civil War 

 Participants 

 Motives 

 Goals 

 Resources 

 Economic 

 Military 

 Population 

 infrastructure 



Civil War 

 Leadership 

 Strategies & tactics 

 Successes & failures 

 Military 

 Civilian 

 Turning points 



Goals 

Union Confederacy 

 End secession 

 Preserve Union 

 Restore authority 

 Restore law 

 Repel “aggressors” 



Resources - Military 

Union Confederacy 

 2.1 million 

 200,000 African 

Americans 

 1.1 million 

 April 1862 draft 



Resources - Civilian 

Union Confederacy 

 22.3 million population  9.1 million 

 3.7 million slaves 

 (41%) 



Resources - Other 

Union Confederacy 

 Industry 

 RRs 

 Western territories 

(mines) 

 Money (taxes) 

 Cotton 

 750,000 sq mi territory 

   to conquer 

 Confidence 

 “King Cotton diplomacy” 



Railroads 



Technology 

 “rifling” 
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Technology - weapons 

Union 

Confederacy 

 Springfield rifle 

 Enfield rifle 
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Technology 

 Minié ball 

Musket ball 
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 Spencer repeating rifle 
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Political Leadership 

Union 
Confederacy 



Military Leadership 

McClellan 

Sherman Grant 

Meade Farragut 
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Military Leadership 

Lee Jackson 

Longstreet 

Stuart 

Forrest 
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Strategies 

 Union 

 Offensive  

 Naval blockade 

 Divide 

Confederacy 

 Capture CSA 

capital 



Strategies 

 Confederacy 

 Defensive 

 European support 

 “King Cotton diplomacy” 



First Battle at Bull Run  

(First Manassas) - July 1861 



Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, CSA 



May 1862 – Union offensive 

George McClellan, USA Robert E. Lee, CSA 



Battle at Antietam, MD 

Sept 17, 1862 23,000 casualties 



Emancipation Proclamation, 1863 

“…all persons held as slaves within 

any State or designated part of a 

State…in rebellion against the 

United States, shall be…forever 

free; and the Executive 

Government of the United States, 

including the military and naval 

authority thereof, will recognize and 

maintain the freedom of such 

persons…” 



Emancipation Proclamation, 1863 

Freed slaves in Confederate-controlled areas 

Exempted loyal border states 

Exempted Union-occupied areas of CSA  



Massachusetts 54th 
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Battle at Gettysburg, PA 

July 1 – 3, 1863 



Gettysburg 

51,000 casualties 



Gettysburg Address - Nov 19, 1863 

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on 

this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty, and 

dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that 

nation, or any nation, so conceived and so dedicated, can 

long endure…The world will little note, nor long remember 

what we say here, but it can never forget what they did 

here…It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task 

remaining before us—that…we here highly resolve that 

these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, 

under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that 

government of the people, by the people, for the people, 

shall not perish from the earth.” 



Gettysburg Address 



Battle at Vicksburg 

Ended July 4, 1863 



Ulysses S. Grant, USA 

Vicksburg 



William Tecumseh Sherman, USA 

Savannah Campaign 

Nov – Dec 1864 



“March to the Sea” 



“March to the Sea” 



“March to            

the Sea” 



April 3, 1865 

 Richmond falls 



April 9, 1865 

 Lee surrenders 

Appomattox Courthouse 
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April 14, 1865 

 Lincoln assassinated 

John Wilkes Booth 
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Casualties 

 620,000 dead 

 2/3 disease 

 50,000 + died in captivity 

 360,000 Union dead 

 260,000 Confederate dead 



 

Gettysburg -- 51,000 (US 23,000; CS 28,000) 

Chickamauga -- 34,624 (US 16,170; CS 18,454) 

Spotsylvania Courthouse -- 30,000 (US 18,000; CS 12,000) 

The Wilderness -- 29,800 (US 18,400; CS 11,400) 

Chancellorsville -- 24,000 (US 14,000; CS 10,000) 

Shiloh -- 23,746 (US 13,047; CS 10,699) 

Stones River -- 23,515 (US 13,249; CS 10,266) 

Antietam -- 22,717 (US 12,401; CS 10,316) 

Second Manassas -- 22,180 (US 13,830; CS 8,350) 

Vicksburg -- 19,233 (US 10,142; CS 9,091) 

 

Casualties 



Aftermath of War 
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