
The “Roaring” Twenties 



The 1920s 

 Economy 

 Society 

 Politics 

 Foreign Relations 

Change 

 

Resistance to Change 



Economy 

 “Boom time” 

 Rebuilding Europe 

 Second Industrial Revolution 

“Creditor nation” 



Calvin Coolidge 

“…the chief business of the American people 

is business…The man who builds a factory, 

builds a temple. The man who works there 

worships there." 



Stock market 

“on margin” 



“Welfare capitalism” 

 Benefits for workers 

 Increase productivity 

 Reduce turnover 

“fordism” 
 Weaken Unions 



Economy –  

Consumer-Driven 
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Construction 



Automobile 



plexiglas 

radio 



Motion pictures 



“talkies” 



Charles Lindbergh 

Aviation 

Amelia Earhart 



Social & Cultural 

 Women’s rights movement 

 “Flappers” 

 ERA – Equal Rights 

Amendment 
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Social & Cultural  

 “New Negro movement” 

 Harlem Renaissance 
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“Great Migration” 

 By 1930, 1.3 million  
 

 African American migration to northern cities 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJ4v2HyY3eAhVNhq0KHSweD34QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://olneypianolesson.wordpress.com/context/the-great-migration/&psig=AOvVaw0uugYr_J2TS1KPR-jwyvlV&ust=1539868945754474
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjbu-GAyY3eAhUjnq0KHXi_DY8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://iaamuseum.org/history/the-great-migration-and-the-diaspora/&psig=AOvVaw0uugYr_J2TS1KPR-jwyvlV&ust=1539868945754474


1920 – U.S. Census 

 Urban America 

1870        10 million 

1920        54 million 



“Culture Wars” 

 Traditional vs. modern 

 Conservative vs. “progressive” 

 Rural vs. urban 

Change 

 

Resistance to Change 



Culture Wars 

 Fear of radical beliefs 

 Fear of radical activities 

 Anti-immigrant sentiments (“nativism”) 



“radicals” 

 Anarchists 

 “Syndicalists” 

 “Bolshevists” (communists) 

Emma Goldman  Unions 

 immigrants 

Luigi Galleani 



Some radical “goals” 

 Overthrow democracy 

 Overthrow capitalism 

 Revolution/worker’s revolution 

 Spread communism/socialism 

 Redistribute wealth/social order 



Radical “methods’ 

 Mail bombs 

 Bombs 

 Assassinations 

 Inciting General violence/disorder 

 Strikes 

 Race riots 



A. Mitchell Palmer, 

Atty General 

June, 1919 
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Radical “methods’ 

Wall Street Sept 1920 

1919 – Chicago Race Riot 
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 Fear of radical beliefs 

 Fear of radical activities 

 Anti-immigrant sentiments (“nativism”) 

“Red Scare” 



Reaction to radical activities 

 “Palmer raids” – police actions 

 Targeting radicals & immigrants 

 Suppress radical organizations 

 Round up/detain suspected radicals 

 Illegal searches, seizures 

 unwarranted deportations 

 Violations of due process 

 



 Sacco & Vanzetti 

Culture Wars - nativism 



End of “Red Scare” 

 Palmer discredited 

American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) established 



 “Second” Ku Klux Klan 

Colonel William Simmons 

Culture Wars - racism 



Culture Wars - Rural-Urban Conflict 

 Prohibition 

 18th Amendment 

 Volstead Act 



“Speakeasies” 



Gangsters 

Al Capone 

Machine Gun Kelly 

Bugs Moran 



J. Edgar Hoover 

F.B.I. 



Culture Wars - religion 

 “Modernists” vs. religious 

fundamentalists 

 Teaching of Evolution 

 Scopes “Monkey” Trial, 1925 

John Scopes 



Clarence Darrow 

William Jennings Bryan 



Evolution on Trial 



1920s Politics 

 Republicans dominate 

Warren G. Harding 

Calvin Coolidge 

Herbert Hoover 



1920s Politics 

 Democrats - split 

 Rural, southern, white supremacist 

 Urban, northern, immigrant 



1920s Politics 

 Election of 1928 

 “New” Democrat 

Al Smith 

 Urban 

 Child of immigrants 

 Catholic 





Stock Market Crashes 

 Oct 29, 1929 


