
1763 - 1776: The Road to Revolution 

 Conflict escalates 

 What are the issues? 

• “Natural rights” 

• Standing army 

• Taxation 

• Authority 

• “Home rule” 





Rhetoric 

 Language designed to persuade 

&/or motivate 

 Emotionally-charged 

 Inflammatory 

 Exaggerated 

 Words might be 



Enlightenment Ideas 

 Natural rights 

John Locke 

Second Treatise on 

Government 

“Enslavement” 

 Life, liberty, opportunity 



Enlightenment Ideas 

 Liberty 

 Rights given by law 

“Abuse of power” 

“tyranny” 



 “virtuous citizens” 

 Obeys good laws 

 Opposes bad laws 

 Preserves the commonwealth 



 Corruption of British government 

 “conspiracy” to deprive rights 

“arbitrary actions” 



British government 

 Monarchy 

 Parliament 

 King + “Privy Council” 

 House of Lords + 

 House of Commons 



Colonial government 

 Governor 

 Assemblies (legislatures) 

 Represents King 

 Represent people 

 Peoples’ voice 



George III 

1760 



Parliament 



Specific Complaints 

 Standing Armies 

“The means of defence against foreign 

danger, have been always the instruments of 

tyranny at home.…Throughout all Europe, 

the armies kept up under the pretext of 

defending, have enslaved the people."  
    - James Madison 

 Quartering Act, 1765 



Specific Complaints 

 Proclamation Act, 

1763 



Specific Complaints 

 Sugar Act, 1764 

 Molasses Act, 1733 



Specific Complaints 

 Stamp Act, 1765 



Reaction 

 Virginia Resolves 

 Stamp Act Congress 

 Mass protests 

 Mob violence 

 Sons of Liberty 

Sam Adams 



 Stamp Act Congress 



Declaratory Act, 1766 

(American Colonies Act) 

 Parliament’s authority over Colonies 

“in all cases whatsoever” 



Townshend Acts, 1767 

 Duties on imports of paper, paint, glass, tea 

 Increased enforcement 



Reaction 

 Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania 

John Dickinson 

Revenue taxes 

“unconstitutional” 



Reaction 

 boycotts 

 Massachusetts Assembly protest 



England’s Reaction 

◊ 

 Colonial assemblies dissolved 

 Troops to Boston 



Boston Massacre,  March 5, 1770 

“Incident on 

King Street” 



Crispus Attucks 



“the foundation of American 

independence was laid” on 

March 5, 1770 

John Adams 



Committees of Correspondence 

 Communications link 

 Power structure 

 “pseudo-

government” 



Tea Act, 1773 

 Help British East India Company 

 Force colonists to accept Parliament’s 

right to tax 



Boston Tea Party - Dec 16, 1773 



Coercive Acts 

(“Intolerable Acts”) 

 Closed port of Boston 

 Restructured MA government 

 Restricted town meetings 

 Quartering Act 



First Continental Congress, Sept 1774 

 How to respond to Intolerable Acts 



Peyton Randolph 

First Continental Congress, Sept 1774 

George Washington Patrick Henry 

John Dickinson 

John Jay Richard Henry Lee 



Lexington & Concord - Apr 19, 1775 



“Breed’s Hill” 



Second Continental Congress 

May 1775 



Second Continental Congress 

 Congress takes control of war 

 Formed Continental Army 

 purchased supplies 

 authorized printing  

 of  money 



British Response 

 Proclamation of 

 Rebellion 

 Prohibitory Act 

 “War” on American 

commerce 

 Naval blockade 



Jan 1776  

Thomas Paine 

Common Sense 



Spring, 1776  

 State resolutions 

 writing committee 

June, 1776  

Franklin, Adams, & 

 Jefferson 



July 2, 1776  

 voted for independence 

 approved Declaration 

July 4, 1776  



 political philosophy 

Declaration of Independence 

 grievances 

 justification 

 statement 



“…We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--

That to secure these rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed, --

That whenever any Form of Government 

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 

and to institute new Government…” 



“…The history of the present King of Great Britain is 

a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all 

having in direct object the establishment of an 

absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, 

let Facts be submitted to a candid world… 

 

He has dissolved Representative Houses 

repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 

invasions on the rights of the people… 

 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent 

hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and 

eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing 

Armies without the Consent of our legislatures… 
 



“For Quartering large bodies of armed troops 

among us… 

 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 

Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 

lives of our people.  

 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of 

foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of 

death, desolation and tyranny… 
 



“…We, therefore, the Representatives of the united 

States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 

rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and 

Independent States… 

 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 

reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor.” 



Independence 


