LAB 5: Global Warming- An Inconvenient Truth??
Time to Complete: 1-2 days

As you may know Al Gore has created recent documentary film called An Inconvenient Truth. The aim of his movie is to increase public awareness of what he views as the largest  “planetary emergency”.  Through facts, pictures and predictions backed by the majority of the worlds’ scientists Gore predicts that we have 10 years to “avert a major catastrophe that could send out entire planet into a tail spin of epic destruction involving extreme weather, floods, droughts, epidemics and killer heat waves”.

This is pretty strong stuff. As citizens of this planet, and as voters in a country where our votes count, I think  we owe it to ourselves to listen to all the evidence, gather information for ourselves, and become as informed as possible. 

For this lab, I want you to do the following. .First, either get a copy of the book (at any major book store) or go see the movie. It is playing in a variety of places in Austin: currently at the Regal Arbor Cinema, the Alamo South Lamar and Barton Creek 14. You can also go to a web site www.climatecrisis.net/findatheatre  and they have a whole listing of cites (in the US and Canada) which are showing the movie. Take a friend, a relative- someone who you can discuss the movie with. This often helps you formulate your own ideas. Save your ticket stub/receipt and staple it to your final papers.
Once you have seen the movie, I want you to research several websites and/or articles that offer supporting and contrary opinions about the topic and the evidence. Www.climatecrisis.net for example is website that supports Al Gore’s claims. You need to search for other sites.  I want you to come to your own conclusions about the movie and the evidence. For those of you taking Bio 2206 you may also wish to read the information in the global warming chapter of Environment by Raven and Berg.
Armed with this information, I want you to write a 3 page double spaced paper summarizing the arguments for and against film and its claims. I also want you to research at least two of the film’s claims. For example, studies say that the Earth’s overall temperatures are now at a 400 year high. You can go to a web site that lists average yearly temperature of the Earth, and either print out their graphs, or record the data and make your own graph. This will be turned in to supplement your paper. Or you may wish to track local changes- such as the average temperature in Austin over the last several hundred years (or however long they have been keeping records). The point is to follow up on some of the claims by doing your own research and coming up with your own opinion.  You may also want to go to a local club, such as the Sierra Club, when they are meeting to discuss the subject.
The paper and research will be graded on the content- not the conclusion. Your opinion –pro or con- must be backed with facts and research, and conclusions that evolve from your research. After all, we all get to vote for officials that affect our lives - we should know the facts and have an opinion!

