The War of 1812 ended in victory for the United States.
Anerica's old foe, Geat Britain, had been fought to a
standstill and the frontier-long threat of British support
for an Indian uprising was no nore. In the South, the
power ful Creek Confederacy had been destroyed, and 20

mllion acres of land had been added to the United States.’

The rising of the Creek had brought to an end the argunents
of white frontiersnmen as to whether the Federal policy of
assimlation wth the Indians would work, or not. The
United States I ndian Agent Benjam n Hawki ns chanpi oned the
governments' policy with the Creek, and for many years it
seened to bear fruit. Oher Southerners, such as Andrew
Jackson, mistrusted the policy and pointed to periodic
attacks upon settlers as proof of failure. Many Indians
were assimlating, but it only took what at first was a
small group, willing to listen to a nativist nessage, to
bring on fighting. This nessage becane appealing to an ever
i ncreasi ng nunber of Indians, and in tinme they posed a rea
threat to the frontier. The Creek were defeated; but so too
was the policy of assimlation. In the mnds of white

Sout herners tol erance had led to the butcheries of wonen and
children: the Indians could not be trusted. By 1815

Sout hern whites were well down the road that led to | ndi an

resettl ement west of the M ssissippi River in the 1830' s. 2



In the years following the war that won the United
St at es her i ndependence, nen on the frontiers watched in
ever increasing consternation as the signs of an approachi ng
I ndi an conspiracy grew. Indian unrest had been preval ent
all along the frontiers, fromthe North-Wst bordering
Canada to the Spanish frontier in the Floridas, since the
Revol ution had ended. But in the first decade of the new
century Tecunseh and his brother the Prophet began to stir
up their fell ow Shawnee, whose hone was south of the G eat
Lakes. Their nativist nessage, for all Indians to joinin a
| eague whose goal was to recover their ancient |ands from
the whites, spread through the various tribes of the old
Nort hwest. Tecunmseh came South in 1811, attended neetings
and spread his word that the whites should be cleared from
the land. He went anong the Chickasaw, the Choctaw, and then
to the heart of the Creek Confederation at Tuckabatchee.

The frontier settlers were aware of Tecunmseh's activities,
and their fears intensified. Runors spread, and cruel
butcheries were awaited fromthe hands of the Indians. The
Indian war did cone; many settlers did die. But the
uprising was ill-timed and disjointed, and the separate

I ndi an groups were shattered. Mny |Indians, including nost
Choctaw and sone Creek, fought by the side of the whites.
Yet, the long pent-up worry as well as the barbaric nature

of the frontier war itself "caused so nuch distrust of the



I ndians by the whites that it was no | onger possible for

themto |ive together on the frontier."?

Those on the frontier and in the bordering states |ived
in fear for thenselves and their |oved ones.* An

exam nation of their letters, journals, and docunents brings
to light the spectre of doomnost felt to be close at hand,
and whence cones their reaction to it. This understanding
of the frontiersnen's perceptions is the explanation for
their feeling of triunph in 1815. This is their story - in
t heir words.

The evi dence presented conmes fromall over the
frontier. This is a representation of what nen thought was
happeni ng, and to a renarkabl e extent, there was a
simlarity on certain issues. One, there was a genera
deepening fear that the policy of assinilation was not
wor ki ng and a war would be the result of this failure. Two,
t he Federal governnment, listening to its own agent Benjanin
Hawki ns’ m staken view of the situation, was not dealing
with the problens along the frontier. Three, behind all the
I ndian unrest, fromthe Geat Lakes region to the Gulf of
Mexi co, stood Great Britain. She was inciting the
bl oodshed; i npressing seanen was bad, but the nassacre of
frontier famlies was worse. The Creek War of 1813-14, was

i nescapably part of the War of 1812, and Creek power was



destroyed - ending Southern fears of Britain and their

I ndian proxies. Manifest Destiny was on the roll westward.

I ndians had a long history of warfare with whites in
Anmerica. The fighting had consuned many settlers before the
Revol utionary War, and intermttently conspiracy was found
anong the random depredations. The Virginia War in 1622,

The Yamassee War of 1715, and Pontiac's 1763 conspiracy are
sonme that resonated fromthe col oni al experience.5 Duri ng

t he Anerican Revol ution the Southern Indians often sided
with the British. As early as 1774 the Creeks had attacked
the whites, and in 1778 the fighting becane general. The

cl ose of the war did not stop the Indian raiding. 1In
particular, the powerful Creek Confederacy renained a feared
threat, harrying the Georgia frontier. Sam Dale, who would
figure promnently in the comng Creek War of 1813, told of
his early days on the Georgia frontier. It is disnal
reading as settlers were slaughtered, nen planted with

rifles at hand, and Dale hinself was shot in the face while
di ggi ng potatoes.6 Such was frontier life. Georgia and the

Creek had signed treaties together, but could not agree what
t hose papers contained. The Creek did not think that they
had signed away all of the |lands that the Georgians said

t hey had, and so fighting ensued. |In 1789, the Federa

government intervened, nuch to the Georgians' disnmay (they



did not like the neddling in what was seen as a states-
rights affair), and briefly considered sending a regul ar
arny force. George Washington wote to the United States
Senate on 22 August, "But the case of the Creek Nation is of
t he hi ghest inportance and requires an i mmedi ate deci sion.”
The Federal ly inposed deci sion was agai nst the use of force
(too costly), but rather to sign The Treaty of New York

whi ch gave sone disputed | and back to the Indians and gave
the Creek noney in return for title to sone other |ands. A
secret provision of the Treaty of New York gave Indian

| eaders stipends; boundaries were al so guaranteed. The

frontiersnen did not |like this at aII.7

The killings spread. In 1792, near Nashville, nurders
and ki dnappi ngs occurred. One woman, Elizabeth Baker,
escaped the Indians but told of her captors dancing around a
scal p-pol e decorated with her parents' and siblings' hair.
The next year, the Georgia mlitianen petitioned the Federa
government to invade the Creek nation to stop the killings;

they were denied as the governnent had little noney and | ess

interest.® The bl oodshed did not end with the dawn of the

new century. Instead eyes were becom ng fixed upon the port
of Pensacola and British intrigues to stir up the Indians.
James Powel |, a settler in Washington county, M ssissippi
Territory, swore a statenent on 17 June, 1805, that he had

been in Pensacola at the hone WIIliam Panton, a British



merchant. Panton had as another guest a chief of Creek
Conf eder acy.

Panton then told him (the Creek chief) that he

expected that the Americans had settled nearly

all around them (meani ng the Creek Nation) and

woul d take away their lands... and that the only

way to prevent the Anericans fromtaking their

| and was for the Indians to take the hair of the

Anmericans. ..
And in 1808, another massacre occurred, rem ndi ng Andrew
Jackson of "the horrid barbarity commtted on our frontier
in 1777 under the influence of and by the orders of G eat

10

Britain..." Jackson had fought the British and I ndi ans

bef ore, and had becone alarned at a perceived continuation
of the earlier struggle. The latest atrocity happened three
mles below the nouth of the Duck River in Tennessee.
Twenty-five whites were killed by a party of over four
hundred Creek Indians. Twelve white nen were with the

I ndi ans; as Jackson wote to Thomas Jefferson, the white

renegades "nust be agents of a foreign Nation, exciting the

w1l

creeks to hostilities... To the Westerners, the hands of

Spain and nost inportantly, Britain were behind the Indian
barbarities.

Charges against Britain of inciting the Indians to
attack the United States' frontier, fromthe old North-west
to the Gulf of Mexico, had been | evel ed since the col onies

2

had broken free.? Spai n was al so accused of using the

ports of Mobile and Pensacola to funnel arns and ammunition



for Indian use against the Americans. The nen on the
frontier chaffed at the perceived inability of their
governnent either to help themor to allow themthe

opportunity to settle the score t hensel ves. **  Col one

Art hur Canbell of the Regular Arny, posted at the Cunberl and
Gap, was di sgusted at what was occurring to his north.

From | ate accounts from I ndiana the Indians are

becone very insolent no doubt excited by the

British to conmence hostilities against us. WII

we succunb to the Savages and so hi eghten the

degredation of the American character? This was

not the Spirit of the Heroes and Patriots of 1776. 14

In the early years of the nineteenth century, Federa
officials were nore concerned by | oonm ng war clouds over the
Atlantic than with a few hostile Indians. Anbng ot her
efforts to strengthen Anerica's defenses, a road was built
across the Creek lands; it was conpleted in 1810. As early
as the Fall of 1807, this had becone a source of anxiety for
the Creek, for down it came an ever increasing nunber of
white immgrants, enlarging white settlenents along the

| oner Al abana and Tonbi gbee Rivers. ™ But the road had been

allowed by treaty. Further, inns were stipulated at certain
di stances along the road for travelers to rest. The road
itself cut through Creek | ands, beginning at Fort Hawkins
(now site of Macon, Ceorgia) and running to Fort Mtchell (a
few m | es bel ow Col unbus, Georgia). Fromthere the road ran

t hrough east Al abama to a few mles south of what is now



Mont gonery, Al abama, and then to Mns' Ferry on the Al abana
River. Near the end of the road were the settlenents north
of Mobil e.

I ndians marrying with whites becane nore preval ent, and

many | ndi ans and m xed- bl oods accepted the white nen's

way. *°

These new ways were propagated by Benjam n Hawki ns,
United States Indian Agent. He had |ived anong the Creek
since President George Washington had appointed himto his
post and had gained their trust. Under his guidance, nore
nodern agricultural pursuits as well as |ivestock raising
were introduced to the Indians. The Creeks agricultura
practices had been primtive, and their neat had cone from

hunti ng, but the deer popul ati on had been over-hunt ed.

Hawki ns taught the Indians both howto use a plow and to

7

raise cattle.'” Most chiefs accepted the change, wth

Federal stipends to help ease their consciences. It is
difficult to explain this cooperation with the governnent
with certainty. The paynents (going directly to the chiefs)
were a secret provision of the Treaty of New York, and
Hawki ns t hought the chiefs were suspicious of one another,
each thinking the others were conspiring to get a |larger cut
out of the annual Federal stipend. Perhaps the greed
Hawki ns suspected was the answer, as each chief tried to

enl arge his own share at the unknow ng expense of his

tribesnen's acceptance of the white-man's road. 8



Resent nent anong the I ndi ans grew over the years of
assim |l ation, and voices for war were rai sed even before the
road cane. As early as 1802, Creeks had conplained to
General Janes W /I ki nson, conmander of the Seventh Mlitary
District (which included the Gulf region) that whites were
violating the treaties and that the Indians were

"systematically being surrounded and squeezed out of

n 19

exi stence. Qpposition had crystallized around the road,

the road all owed by the chiefs. As the whites poured into
Indian | ands the Creeks began to divide on howto neet the
new reality. A census by the Federal governnent in 1810
found 69,000 whites and bl acks in Georgia counties bordering
Creek | ands, 4,000 around Huntsville, and a |ike nunber in
the settlenents around Mobile. Including M ssissippi
Territory, there were about 85,000 whites and bl acks in the
areas surrounding the Creek lands with only 20,000 Creeks

within their inperiled honel and. %° Open hostility to the

chiefs fromtheir own people devel oped as the chiefs’
obsequi ous behavi or continued. To those advocating a
rejection of white culture, the conplacent chiefs and
assim |l ated Indians becanme as nmuch of a target as the
whites. One party of the Creek favored peace with the
whites and accepted inter-nmarriage and the new nore-
productive farm ng techni ques. Mst of the Lower Creeks,

living in the south of the Nation, tended toward peace. The
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Upper Creek, in the north of the Nation, were hostile to the
influx of the whites. Perhaps significantly, the Lower
Creeks had the Mbile settlenments in their mdst and |ived

i n peace, whereas the Upper Creek had been fighting the
Ceorgians for many years. In 1811, a second Federal road
was built, this time through what is now Coosa county,

Al abama, but was then the mddle of the Creek Nation. G vil

war anong the Creek | oomed. 2*

Onto this tinder fell in 1811 the rhetoric of Tecunseh.
He had already been formng his I eague in the North, and was
known to both Indians and settlers. Tecunseh's nother was a
Creek, and he had spent a few years in the south. As runor
had it, some Northwestern Indians were to attend the great
annual Creek council neeting at Tuckabatchee, a Creek town
on the Tall apoosa River. That October, about 5,000 Indians,
mai nly Creek, and many whites and m xed-bl oods cane. Both

Sam Dal e and Benjam n Hawki ns were there.?” Wth a band of

his followers, all in war dress, Tecunseh arrived at the
council. It was known that Tecunseh would talk, and his
speech was eagerly awaited. But days passed w thout it.
Wiile Dale grew agitated by what he saw anong the Indi ans,
Hawki ns remai ned calm Both nmen had been anong the sane

I ndi ans for years, and were intelligent observers. This is
worth noticing, for like the Creeks, the whites were divided

as to what was occurring around them Hawki ns was not
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al armed at Tecunseh's appearance, and he grew tired of

wai ting for the speech. As he nade ready to | eave, Hawkins
was intercepted by a worried Dale. As Dale reported, "I
told himthe Shawnees intended m schief; that | noted nuch
irritation and excitenent anong the Creeks, and he woul d do
well to remain.” Hawkins replied that the Creeks were

under his control and added, "Sam you are getting wonmanly
and cowardly."” Hawkins left - Dale remai ned. 23

I n war paint, Tecunseh then delivered a rousing speech,
castigating assimlation to the white culture, and
delivering visions of a frontier-long alliance anong the
tribes to sweep away white civilization. Dale, a respected
fronti ersman who knew Tecunseh personally, w tnessed the
speech and the foll ow ng war dance. He was so al arned t hat
he hurried to catch up with Hawki ns and reenphasi ze "t hat
m schi ef was on foot." Hawkins again chose to believe that
Tecunseh's influence was not as great as his own. Qhers

reacted differently: "The settlers, alarned by the synptons

of the tinmes, were then building Fort Madi son. " %4

The VWar Departnent in Washi ngton had been infornmed of
Tecunseh's activities by Hawki ns. Sone Chi ckasaw,
unreceptive to the war nessage, reported Tecunseh and the
Shawnees novenents to authorities in Nashville, who also

passed it along to the Federal governnment. But agent
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Hawki ns' | ess gl oony assessnent, coupled with the nore
pressing British opponent, prevented action. %®

The year 1812 brought war: between the United States
and Great Britain, and to the Creeks, civil war. The onens
had been bad, with a conet seen in 1811, and the strong
series of earthquakes fromthe tinme of Tecunseh's visit
through early 1812. The spring brought flowers to bedeck
the many fresh graves, as the Indians who believed in
Tecunseh's way found victins. Sam Dale had begun to
restrict his travel to nighttine while within the Creek
| ands. He understood the danger: “The hostile portion of
the Indians were in small parties, nmurdering friendly

I ndians and whites.”?® O her whites either did not feel the

sanme | evel of danger or chose to see things as did Benjamn
Hawki ns. On 26 March, a party of whites on the Federal road
crossing the Catoma Creek in what is now Montgonery County,
Al abama wer e anbushed, and Thomas Meredith, Sr. was killed.
Soon after, and nearby, WIlliamLott was nurdered close to
his hone. Wrse followed; on the Duck River south of
Nashville, a party of Creek massacred nenbers of two
famlies. A Ms. Crawl ey was ki dnapped and taken to a town
on the Black Warrior River, fromwhich she was eventual ly
rescued. The Creek involved in the Duck River killings were
on their way hone after staying with Tecunseh in the north.

Little Warrior, a noted firebrand, was their | eader. He
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clainmed to have a letter fromthe British which he was to
present to the Spani sh governor in Pensacola. Little

VWarrior thought that the British had prom sed hi mwar
material . %’

The butchery of wonen and children outraged the South.
The Tennessee Legi sl ature considered a resol uti on demandi ng
that the Creek hand over the nurderers or they would "order
out a sufficient force to extermnate the Creek nation.” On
4 June, Andrew Jackson wote to the Governor of Tennessee,
WIlliamBlount: "ny heart bleeds within ne on the receipt of
the news of the horrid cruelty and nmurders... ". Further,
Jackson advi sed that Cherokees had relayed that "the Creeks

are maki ng every preparation for war." The foll ow ng day,
Jackson wote to George Col bert, a chief of the Chickasaw,
with a warning. He wote that the friendship between the
whi tes and Chi ckasaw woul d stop "if the Creeks are suffered
to march through your nation to attack our frontier." The
Creek woul d be destroyed if they did not hand over the
nmurderers, "and their |ands shall be divided anong the
whites." Then in replying to a letter from Governor Bl ount
on 17 June, Jackson agreed that no faith could be placed in
I ndian prom ses, "and the spirit of the tines here says

speedy vengeance will await the friends of the prophet (the

brot her of Tecunseh), for let Col. Hawkins say what he w |
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the truth is the great body of the creeks are for war...". 28

On 10 July, Jackson again wote to Governor Bl ount,
When we make the case of Ms. Manly and her
famly (one of the nmurdered famlies) and Ms.
Craw ey or own - when we figure to ourselves
our beloved wives and little prattling infants, butchered,
mangl ed, rmurdered, and torn to pieces,
by savage bl oodhounds and wallowing in their
gore, you can Judge of our feelings.29
Governor Bl ount had needed little urging; on 25 June, he

wote the War Department that Federal mlitary assistance
m ght be needed agai nst the hostile Creek. *°

Benj ami n Hawki ns reacted quickly to the nurders,
under standing his countrynen’s anger. He confronted the
Creek chiefs in their villages and demanded that the
nmur derers be brought to justice. The chiefs responded by
hunting dowmn the killers, including Little Warrior, and
executing them This had the effect of igniting a civil war
between the war party of Creeks, the Red Sticks, and those
loyal to the whites. The Red Sticks retaliated by nurdering
chiefs friendly to the whites, and those who took part in
finding the settlers' killers. This civil war and the
increasing toll of whites killed alarnmed the frontiersnen.
The inactivity of the Federal authorities greatly vexed the
Sout herners, but since hostilities had opened with Britain,
no troops were avail able. Governor David Hol nes of
M ssissippi Territory did not wait; on |6 July, he ordered a

draft of the mlitia. St
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On 1 June, President Janes Madi son presented a nessage
to the Congress outlining the problens with Britain. Anopng
the problens he listed were:

In review ng the conduct of Great Britain toward

the United States, our attention is necessarily

drawn to the warfare just renewed by the savages

on one of our extensive frontiers: a warfare which

is known to spare neither sex nor age, and to be

di sti ngui shed by features peculiarly shocking to

humani ty.

Two days later, the report of the Conmttee on Foreign
Rel ati ons agreed that the British contributed to the hostile
el ements anong the | ndians, whose form of warfare had "been

at all times indiscrimnate inits effect, on all ages,

2

sexes, and conditions, and so revolting to humanity."3 For

t hese and ot her offenses (such as inpressnent), war was soon
declared on Britain. It was widely suspected in the

Nort hwest as well as the South, that British agents were at
wor k anmong the Indians. Wth war their efforts would
intensify. Al along the frontier the settlers perceived

I ndi an preparations for war growi ng. Thomas Onen, Jr. lived
i n Hardi nsburg, Kentucky (just south of the Ghio River in
Brecki nridge County), and on 2 Septenber 1812, he wote to
his brother John in Tennessee. “Harrison + Edwards,
governors of Indianna + Elinoi Territories has applied to us
for assistance having discovered that the Indians are naking

form dabl e preparations to attack them” calls for action

came fromnore than just the bel eaguered frontiersmen. From
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Ri chnmond, Virginia, John Canbell wote his brother David (a
maj or in the Arnmy) on 5 October, asking, “Wy does he (Janes
Madi son) not call upon the Mlitia to drive the dam

. ?” 34

infernal Indians off the face of the earth.. Regul ar

mlitary nmen did not have the sanme al arm about the Indians
as the settlers, at least until they canme in close proximty
wth the frontier. Those who already served in advanced
posts saw the rising threat. The commander of Fort Stoddart
(bel ow t he confluence of the Tonbi gbee and Al abanma Ri vers)
was Col onel Ednond P. Gaines. He had gained fane as having
arrested Aaron Burr in 1807, had been at his southern post
since, and understood the frontier. He too was al arned and
wote on 16 Novenber,

| amsure that no man acquainted with the Indians, their

want of Government and their corrupt British princples,

woul d... doubt that nost if not all of them (the Upper

Creeks) would join the eneny unless our arny should awe

them ..

But the Arnmy did not awe, the mlitia had not been call ed,

and as 1812 canme to a close, tensions across the South

grew, 3¢

Bot h the Federal governnent and those who had a nore
direct stake in events believed that the Indians would
receive aid through the Spanish on the Gulf Coast and help
the British to defeat the Anericans. Wth the threat of an
uprising from Canada to the Gulf, it was not difficult for

the Anericans to believe that their old foe had been
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preparing the Indians for their day of vengeance - to
i nclude an invasion of the Gulf Coast by regular British
troops. It was also believed that the British would

encourage a slave revolt when the fighting erupted.37 Taken

as a whole, and added to the uncertainty as to when the bl ow

would fall, the nmen of the frontier had nmuch to trenble

about . 38

Patrick May lived near St. Stephens, a white settlenent
on the Tonbi gbee river, in what is now Al abama. He recall ed
t hat when it becane known that the United States and G eat
Britain were at war;

there were various opinions & surmises in relation

to the path which the Creek Indians would act in

the war... but the prevailing opinion [2 words

illeg.] was, that they, the Creeks, would becone an

ally of G Britain & would take up arns in her be-

hal f and against the U States.

In February 1813, near the nmouth of the Chio River,
seven famlies were nassacred by a party of Indians,

i ncludi ng sonme Creek. Extreme brutality was used, including
cutting open a pregnant woman and sti cking her unborn child
upon a stake. During the spring the killings of whites by

I ndi ans becane nore nunerous. The Federal road was not

safe, nor was any part of the Creek | ands. Even Benjanin

Hawki ns becane worried, but thought that the British and

Spani sh were behind the atrocities.
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The Creek civil war also grew nore heated. Sone of the
killers of the Ohio River people had been hunted down and
slain by other Creek. But the Red Sticks’ followi ng only

seenmed to grow, and they in turn slew supporters of chiefs
friendly to whites. * In April, a group of prom nent nen of

St. Stephens felt that they had to advise the Federa
mlitary commander of the area, who was in Mbile, that;
serious apprehinsion of a hostile disposition in

the Creek Indians toward the Anericans prevails
genaral ly anong the inhabitants of Cark and

Washi ngton County's -- their fears and al arns have been
much increased the |ast three or four days; nmany

of the families residing near the |Indian boundary
line are preparing to |l eave their farnms and retreat

down the river for safty.
I n Tennessee, the violence was taken as a "prelude"” to an
upcom ng I ndian uprising. The whites were al so concerned as
to whether the other tribes, particularly the Choctaw, would
join the Red Sticks. The hostiles' rejection of all traces
of assimlation terrified the settlers. The Red Sticks left
fields untended and killed cattle. They pulled down fences

and burned the fence posts. Al perceived white ways were
destroyed or abandoned, all but the use of firearns.*

On 28 June, the new conmander of the Seventh Mlitary
district, General Flournoy (who had recently repl aced
Ceneral WI kinson), ordered General C aiborne to march from
Bat on Rouge to M. Vernon (north of Mbile) wth his 600

vol unteers, nmen raised fromthe M ssissippi Territory and
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Loui siana. There Cl ai borne was to prepare to neet any
attack, "either from I ndians, Spaniards, or English."44 The

troops when in position were still not close enough to the
area of danger across the Mbile and Tensaw Rivers. The
former commander, General W |1 kinson, understood this as he
made t he dangerous passage through the Creek nation on his
way to a new comand in the north. On 29 June, fromthe
m ddl e of the nation, he wote to his old friend,

Territorial Judge Harry Toulmin.® He reported that sone

friendly Indians were being attacked and that the Red Sticks
were "daily... increasing in strength...” and that,
according to all with whom he spoke, after settling wth the
| oyal Indians "their intention is to nmake war on the whites.
This seens to be the general inpression; but no one can tel
or even guess where a blow will be struck." The dark note
conti nued:

Francis [a Red Stick | eader] and his followers

to the nunber of nore than three hundred, are ass-
enbl ed at a canp on the Al abama...they were about
to nove down the river to break up the hal f-breed
settlenments and those of the citizens in the forks
of the river. | know not what stress to lay on these
wild reports, but the whole road is deserted...and
consternation and terror are in every countenance

| neet...l think the volunteers should be called up
to your frontier, wi thout a nonents del ay. .. Col one
Hawki ns is profoundly silent. Al exander Cornels has
fled the country... | fear that Hawkins' governnent

will be found too feeble to bind a herd of savages...46

On the 6 July, safe at M|l edgeville, Georgia, WIKkinson

wrote Major-GCGeneral Mdrgan Lewis; "I have just arrived here,
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with nmy scalp, after passing the Creek nation, with sone

peril and nore anxiety, than half a dozen, well fought

battl es coul d produce."47

Finally, at long last, Benjam n Hawkins realized that
he was | osing control of the situation. 1In |ate June he had
recei ved news from Al exander Cornells that the friendly
chiefs were shocked to find that Red Stick power was deeper
and wi der than they had thought. Their position was
deteriorating and they warned that exterm nation of the
white nen was the ultimte goal of the hostile Creek.
Cornells was of m xed-bl ood, and one of the powerful nmen in
t he Creek Confederacy; but now he was marked for death by
the Red Sticks. Hawkins had viewed the situation as a civil
war between the Upper and Lower Creek. But by 6 July,
somet hing el se had entered his mnd as he wote to the
United States Secretary of War, John Arnstrong;

A great nunber of Indians seemto be astonished

exceedingly, alarmed and tinid at the sudden

expl osion of this Fanaticism I|ts boasted magic

powers deters them from obeying the calls of

their chiefs.

Hawki ns’ conversi on and bl eak report cane too | ate. *®

On 27 July, 1813, John Innerarity wote from Pensacol a
to his brother Janes in Mbile. About three hundred Red
Sticks under Peter McQueen had come to Florida to get arns
and ammunition that they thought had been prom sed them by

the British in Canada. They carried a letter froma British
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official, which they inherited fromlLittle Warrior (one of
the principals in the Chio River atrocity, who had been

hanged by Al exander Cornells and other Creek who renai ned

49

true to the Anmericans). The Spani sh gover nor bal ked, but

after bl ood was al nost shed, he relented and gave them sone
of what they asked. The Indians were quite open as to their
intentions. The chiefs told Innerarity that "they had taken
up the Tomahawk"” and were followed by nost other Indians,
and that war was com ng from M ssissippi to Canada. They
said that "they were determ ned to make the | and cl ean of
the Americans or to lose their lives..." Their

determi nation was clear for they coomtted a nost

unconprom sing act: "It is remarkable that of the whol e band
of Indians, not a single one would taste a drop of

[iquor...' Anot her white man's way cast aside.

Innerararity continued:
The | eague seens to be very formdable & | fear
will daily gain much additional strength. They
have all gone stark mad & the fernmentation will
comruni cate like wildfire. They will spill nmuch
i nnocent bl ood with the Amunition which the Govr
i nvoluntarily gave them
But they |ost nost of that ammunition at the Battle of Burnt

Corn Creek, the sanme day that the above letter was witten.

The crisis was only days amay.so
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In the mddle of July, 1813, Jerem ah Austill was at
his father's farmoutside of St. Stephens (on the | ower
Tonbi gbee River) when "Cornells cane riding up in great
haste on a fine horse and went on to St. Stephens with the
news, stirring up the inhabitants.” Cornells had seen the
Red Stick party on its way to Pensacola, after they had

burned his farmand taken his wife.>’ Colonel Janes Cal l er,

the senior mlitary officer on the frontier west of the
Creek lands, sent spies to Pensacola who reported back to
St. Stephens that the Creek were receiving arnms fromthe
British (allowed to operate there by the Spanish) with a
view toward wagi ng an "exterm nati ng war agai nst the infant
settlenents.” Caller called out the local mlitia from
around St. Stephens and set off to intercept the Indians.
On 27 July, the mlitia attacked the Red Sticks' canp at
Burnt Corn Creek, on the boundary between the present

Al abama counties of Monroe and Conecuh. After initial

success, the frontiersnen were put to flight, but they had
captured nost of the Indians' anmuni ti on. °2

Settlers had begun to build forts across the frontier
in the early summer. About twenty were built by the
frontiersmen who despaired of help from anyone but
thenselves. In late July the forts began to fill as fear-
struck settlers abandoned their outlying farnms and sought

safety in nunbers. After the news of Burnt Corn, the rush



23

quickened.53 As far south as Mobile, settlers fled,

i ncludi ng Thomas Powel | and Ni chol as Weeks, who owned a
brick factory on the Fish River. They took their slaves to
Mobil e, and within days their factory was destroyed by a
mar audi ng band of Creek. Many citizens |ost nost or all of
their property. As Harry Toulmn |ater wote in a letter to
WlliamLattinore (Dec. 18l5):

The weal th of many of our citizens consists in

extensive herds ranging at large in the woods.

These could not be collected in the very face of

the foe, and driven to distant regions. Qhers

depended upon their crops which were but half

grown when hostilities commenced. All had houses

and sone articles of furniture which they had no

nmeans of rempoving. As to resistance, and mnutual

efforts for general safety, our popul ation was

too thin and scattered to do anything effectual.

Qur Governor recommended our erecting and

retiring to bl ock-houses & stoccades. W did so. It
was the only chance of saving our lives. But in

doi ng so, we abandoned our property.54

The al arm grew across the South. A broadside dated 29
July, 1813, fromthe journal office of The Chronicle, a
newspaper of M| edgeville, Georgia, announced,

| NDI AN WAR!

The cl ouds of war thicken around us - rupture with the

I ndi ans appear now to be inevitable - The signal for

combat we trust will be the signal for their destruction
The paper includes a post froma worried Benjam n Hawki ns,
dated 27 July. He had cone to the sanme concl usion that
others had | ong evinced; the Creeks had been set to war by

the British in Canada, and that when the civil war was over

the I ndians would attack the frontier settlenments. The
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friendly chiefs had sent a request to Hawkins for assistance
and reported the Red Sticks strength had increased to 2500
warriors. Hawkins wanted Georgia to send 300 nen to the aid
of the friendly chiefs, but the newspaper only sent scorn.

It noted that the requested nmen woul d not be enough and was
“exactly in character with the whol e conduct of Col.

Hawkins; it shows a deadly jeal osy of the people of
Georgia.” If and when the Georgians went to war, they would
bring a force |arge enough to ensure victory. The nen of
Georgia cared little for the failed policy of Hawkins or his
government and were deternmined to end the drama as they

t hought it shoul d have been ended | ong before. >®

Col onel Joseph Carson wote Ceneral C aiborne on 30
July, (d aiborne would reach Mount Vernon that very day)
that "A nunber of the Creek Indians have for sone tine
evi denced a Disposition hostile to the Anmerican
Government..." Carson continued, “A large majority of the
Creeks have declared for war, and the settlenents here wl|
doubt| ess be speedily attacked.” He had sent a detachnent
of troops under Lieutenant Osborne, a doctor, to Fort M ns
to add security there and enclosed a letter fromthat sane
officer relating the defeat at Burnt Corn. Carson
concl uded, "The Indians have shot the post-rider, and siezed
the mails...l think as Soon as these Indians find thensel ves

in a Situation, they will endeavour to revenge thensel ves on
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n 56

our frontier. Sam Dal e t hought citizens upon the

frontier “universally” believed Benjam n Hawkins’ talk of a
mere civil war anong the Creek wong. Rather the Red Sticks
aimed at exterminating the whites. It did not take Cenera

Cl ai borne long after he had arrived at M. Vernon to believe
as the frontiersnmen did. >’ Taki ng command, C ai borne becane

al arnmed at what he found. On 2 August he wote to his
commander, General Flournoy, with a plan to attack the Red
Sticks;

Wth one thousand nmen and your authority to

march i medi atly, | pledge nyself to turn any

town in the Creek nation. Three nonths hence it

m ght be difficult for three Thousand to effect

what can be done with a third of the nunber at

present. They gain strength, and their munitions

of war enl arge every day.58
Agai n, on 14 August, C aiborne urged his commander that he
be allowed to “strike for the heart of the Creek nation.”
But Flournoy, at his headquarters at Bay St. Louis on the
@ul f of Mexico, was worried about the British phantomin the
@Qul f, poised to strike; so Caiborne played the part of

Cassandra, and his requests were denied. Al the comrander

on the scene could do was to divide his scant force anong

the forts and pray they would be enough.59

General d aiborne next tried the Governor of Georgia on
14 August. He thought that he should warn of
circunstances relative to the approachi ng War

with the Creek Indians...when | arrived | found
the inhabitants on Tonmbi gby and Al abana in a
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state of the utnost confusion and alarm They

were flying fromall quarters to the west side

of the Tonbi gby. ..
He went on to state that preparations for a fight nust begin
i mredi ately as the Indians had deci ded on their course.
Further, the instigators could be found in Canada, i.e., the
British. d aiborne had already begun to prepare by
splitting up his 600 nen anong the frontier forts. Until he

recei ved reinforcenents, he could only dig in and wai t . %

He had gained further information froma half-breed, Sam

Manac, that war-dances had begun the previous Decenber, and
nore than half of the Creek nation were in |league with the
Red Sticks. Manac had nmet High Head Jim a hostile |eader,

who told himthat the great attack was i nmi nent . ¢

At one of the stockades, Fort M mns, Mjor Danie
Beasl ey commanded a force of M ssissippi Territory
volunteers. On the 6 August he wote to Cl ai borne, "W have
no hostile Indians about as yet but it is believed by the
Inhabitants here that they will conme."” The next day
Cl ai borne arrived and i nspected the fort. He recomended it
be strengthened and that two nore bastions be built.
Frequent scouting would help prepare to neet an attack, but
G ai borne felt the need to rem nd Beasley, "To respect our
Eniny, & to prepare in the best possible way to neet him.."
Per haps he sensed Beasl ey had begun to think, as had others:

that after Burnt Corn, the Indians had vani shed, nmaybe for
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good. Most settlers were still alarnmed, but inside of a
wel | -manned fort a seem ng security could prevail. On |2

August, Beasley wote to C aiborne fromFort Mns: "W are

perfectly tranquil here..."®?

Li ke d ai borne, others still saw danger. In Nashville,
Andrew Jackson was calling for the Tennessee nmlitia to be
raised. On 14 August, Governor WIIliam Bl ount wote Jackson
t hat ;

| have been notified by the Secy of War that
the General CGovernnent, satisfied of the hos-
tility of a portion of the creek nation, has
determined that it is necessary to order a
canpaign to be carried on against a portion
of the creek Indians to punish themfor their

hostility...
Slowy, the Federal governnent began to take action. ®®
Along the frontier runors continued to fly. Indians

assenbl ed, unseen, ready to attack various forts. On 23
August, C aiborne wote to Beasley that recent word pointed
toward an i mm nent attack on one of the settlenments in the

area. ®® The sane day, John Pitchlyn wote to George S.

Gai nes at St. Stephens, "The statenent of the Indians says

2000 are in arns against the United States."®

On 24 August, Lieutenant B.W Osborne wote to Genera
C ai borne fromFort Mns, "At this tinme there is very little
necessity for ny nmedical services at this post." He wanted
to go where the action was, because he could not get a

pronotion while others did the fighting. "I would be asked
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at the end of this canpai gn, where were you on such a day

when t he eneny (evacuated?)."66

On the 25th, Ceneral Flourney wote to C ai borne that
frominformation given to himby Benjam n Hawki ns, the Creek
"must finish their civil war before they go to war with
us...", and their war’s outconme was still uncertain. The
sane day O ai borne was not as sanguine. He wote to Captain
J.P. Kennedy, a trusted subordinate, that runors of an
i mm nent attack abounded, and "The people here [St.

St ephens] are very much alarned, all are abandoning their
hones." Hawkins still was able to delude hinself and
others. 1t may be that he wanted to preserve his relations

with the Indians and coul d not believe that so nmany had
chosen the path |it by Tecunseh. ®’

At Fort Stoddart, Judge Toulmn fired off a prophetic
letter to Governor David Hol nes of the M ssissippi
Territory. On the 27th, he wote, "The cl oud bl ackens.
fear that the eneny will conme too soon at last. | am
seriously appre[hensive] that without further aid a |arge
part of our population will fall a sacrifice.”" Toulmn
encl osed i nformation from others including George i nes,
who wote himthat the alarmwas great and that small forts
were breaking up as the people fled to |larger forts. The
Creek on the Black Warrior were doing the war dance.

Toul m n was di sgusted with those who did not believe in the
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severity of the situation. He asked, "Has the New Engl and
spirit diffused itself over part of the M ssissippi

Territory. .. He had heard a regul ar regi nent was on the

way, but felt that the soldiers "my cone indeed to punish,

but they will cone too late to save. "%

At Fort Mns, a strange sense of calmexisted on the
30th. There had been alarns just the day before that groups
of Indian warriors were hard by, but scouts sent out could
find no signs of them On this day, all was fine with those
in the fort. "Some were playing cards - sonme courting the
girls - some washing - sone playing the fiddle. "®° Maj or
Beasl ey wote to General C aiborne that he was pleased wth
the way his nen responded the day before to the alarns, and
t heir defensive inprovenents were al nost done. |[If the
I ndi ans did ever show up, things would be well, for "the
Sol diers very generally appeared anxious to see them" He
sent his last report not knowing that within four hours his

sol di ers' hopes woul d be realized. °

Unbel i evably, at |east one of the two main gates at
Fort M ns was open and had been | ong enough for soil that
accunul ated fromthe wash of the summer rains to act as a
wedge. Even at the last, there was one nore chance to avoid
calamity. JimCornells, the Paul Revere of St. Stephens,
had | eft the fort earlier in the day on a scout. He found

the Indians. Flying back to the fort, he raised the al arm
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to Beasl ey and others who gathered around. Beasley clained

that Cornells had seen a herd of cattle and ordered himto
be arrested. Cornells galloped away to warn Fort Pierce.

The di nner bell rang, and about 1,000 unexpected guests
arrived. Dr. Thomas Holnes was at the fort that awful day
and was one of its few survivors. He watched as "with
horrible contorsions & painted faces, those hell hounds cane
as though certain of their prey." Too late in
understanding his folly, Beasley rushed to close the jamed
gate. He was anong the first to fall. The slaughter went
on all afternoon as small bands of defenders rallied in
various locations within the fort. But they succunbed
singly or in groups: "A bout two o' clock Dr. Gsburne was
shot through the body" and carried inside. "He then |ay
until he died." The houses and bastions were storned or
burned by the Indians bringing death by Tomahawk or fire.
Near four o'clock, with the end in sight, a group of

defenders fled, but only about 20 nmade it to safety. The
ot her few hundred nen, wonen, and children were but cher ed. "2

Cornell s reached Fort Pierce where Lieutenant
Mont gonery conmanded 40 soldiers. There were sone 200
settlers in the small fort, only three mles fromFort M ns'
open gate. The sounds of the battle reached them and snoke
rising fromMns’ unfinished bastions was seen; about four

o' cl ock the noise ceased. That night in Fort Pierce few
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slept. Wat the om nous silence fromthe direction of Fort
M nms nmeant was di scovered by scouts sent out the next day at
noon. The horror of their predi canent and probable fate | ed
to a risky decision; after dark, Fort Pierce was abandoned
and an all-night forced march ensued, cul m nating at dusk

t he next day when Mobile, and safety, was reached. Three

days | ater, Lieutenant Mntgonery wote his father about the
ordeal . "3

At Fort Stoddart, Judge Toul mn had al so seen the snoke
ri sing above Fort M ns, and understood its nmeaning. He sent
a hasty note to General Flournoy who had arrived in Mbile
advising of the attack, and its |ikely outcone.

Such is unhappily the fluctuating tenper of the

public mind, that prenature fears are perpetually

i ndul ged in, which are imediatly followed by a

security e?}ﬂa' ly premature but infinitely nore

danger ous.

Anot her Red Stick war party attacked Fort Sinquefield,
but here the Indians made a m stake - not insuring all their
victinms were silenced. During the evening of the | ast day
in August, at a farmnear Fort Sinquefield, the dogs began
barki ng. The settlers, who until the day before had
remai ned within the safety of the fort, ignored this | ast
war ni ng. The next day, the Indians attacked and killed
twel ve people, and left two for dead. But young Ms. Sarah

Merill saved herself and her infant (who the Indians had

attenpted to scalp). After being beaten unconscious and
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scal ped, she regai ned enough of her senses to struggle to
the nearby fort. She made it to Sinquefield after dark,
having had to | eave her baby a mle away due to weakness.

But courageous nen, nmaddened by the bl eeding woman in front
of them went out into the dark and recovered the child.
Agai n the Indians attacked in daylight, but the settlers
fought with grimdetermnation. It was a snmall affair, with
about 100 Red Sticks opposed by 26 arnmed nen: "but to the

i nmates of that stockade it neant death; and death by Indian
barbarity, whether to many or to fewis no little thing."
The fort was held. The Indians gave up their attacks and
retreated north after losing 11 nmen. There would be other
killings of settlers, but Fort Mns would renmain the only

Creek victory of the war . '

Capt ai n Kennedy was ordered on 8 Septenber to take a
detachnment to Fort Mns and get a view of the tragedy. The
next day he reported to General C aiborne what he had found.
Hi s soldiers were deeply affected, finding their friends’
and relatives’ bodies mangled. As they nunbered the dead
t hey

found forty five nore, wonmen and children in one

heap, they were stripped of their cloths wthout

di stinction of age or sex, all were scal ped, and

the femal es of every age were nobst barbarously and

Savage |ike butchered, in a manner which neither

decency nor | anguage can convey. \Wonen pregnant, were
cut open and their childrens heads Tonmahawked. ..
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Bodi es were everywhere. In the burned houses were bones.

The sol dier and officer with one voice called on
Di vi ne Providence to revenge the death of our

nmur dered friends and despaired of this unhappy
country deserted by its inhabitants, seeking an
asylumin sone nore happy cline, where the

Peace Songs and Civil War stories will not del ude
t he peopl e and deceive those who are appointed to

govern and protect them ’

Here was an underlined indictnment agai nst Benjam n Hawki ns’
incorrect analysis of the situation within the Creek

Conf ederacy. Wth Hawkins |ays the nane of siren: H's
soot hi ng song brought horrid death to nmany frontier nen,
wonen, and chil dren.

On the frontier, "the greatest panic inaginable"
occurred, and all sought safety in the forts. Across the
country, news of the Fort M nms nmassacre spread. Andrew
Jackson wote that "The horrid butcheries... cannot fail to

excite in every bosoma spirit of revenge."77 And on the

sane day that Captain Kennedy wote of his findings at Fort
Mnms, A L. Gsborne was also witing to General d aiborne.
He was thinking of his brother, the doctor, dead at the
fort. "I was inforned ny dear CGeneral of the disasterous
fate of the officers and soldiers who were butchered at
Mpms fort.” He wanted the General to wite to his parents
of his brothers fate, for he could not.

My feelings since | saw your letter has not pernitted

me to enjoy rest. | hope the dead will be honorably

buried, but that they may live eternally in the
recol l ection of Anericans. | hope too that we may be
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The Tennessee | egi sl ature was bonbarded with petitions
demandi ng action. The citizens of Wite County sent one on
27 Septenber, and they had no doubt who was to bl ane;
"behol d the sword of a proud tyrant in close conbination and

alliance with the tomahawk and scal pi ng knife of a barbarous
and savage foe...”’ Another came from Overton Count vy,

dated the 26th of October; W
feel disposed to have a part in the present war

with his Britannic Mjesty's savage allies, viz.
the Creek Nation of Indians...and fight themin

their own savage may...80
From Hardi ns Creek Georgia, Daniel Oven wote to his brother
John in Tennessee, “The Indians (are) destroying our people

in the settlenments on Tonbi gbe and your State refuses to go

» 81

to their assistance. But the nen of Tennessee were

acting. Men such as David Crockett answered the call to
arms. "For when | heard of the m schief which was done at
the fort, |I instantly felt like going..." H's wife did not
want himto go,

but ny countrynen had been nurdered, and | knew

that the next thing would be, that the Indians

woul d be scal ping the wonen and the children al

about there, if we didn't put a stop to it.82
Stop it they did. General Flournoy’s orders to Genera

C ai borne on 12 Cct ober reflect what was com ng for the

Creek, and what was thought about the British;
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you will proceed to the towns of the Indians...and
literally burn, kill, and destroy. This node of warfare it
is true is considered to be contrary to the practice, which
ought to obtain anmong civilized nations. But when we
consider that the British nation has conducted itself in the
present contest, in a manner which characterizes the savage,
& that our Indian enemies, urged by their exanples, and
acting under their auspices, pursued a systemof ferocity
which leads to an indiscrimnate destruction of all ages,
sexes, and conditions. | feel that | amnot only excusabl e

but justifiable in giving these i nstructions. 83

The Creek paid a heavy price for their war. As a
nation, they were effectively destroyed. The frontiersnen
did not forget the barbarity of the Creek warfare, and it
had once again been exposed to the nation. Benjam n Hawkins
and the policy of assimlation were discredited and the
search for an answer to the Indian problemeast of the
M ssi ssi ppi began again in earnest. Assinilation had only
been partial; when two very different cultures attenpt it,
there is always a great risk of a nativist stirring in the
culture that is being forced to change. 1In this case, what
began as a small part of the Creek nation brought on a war.
Benj am n Hawki ns nade matters worse for the settlers by
m sreadi ng the situation. As Colonel MKee (he was an
em ssary to the Choctaw) recogni zed, "The white peopl e had
| ong been deluded with the report that the troubles in the
Creek nation were confined to a few young nen, and that

t hese nen woul d be put down by the Creek authorities.”?

The Creek War is inseparable fromthe War of 1812. The

South saw the hand of the British and to a | esser extent,
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t he Spani sh, behind every death. The frontiersnen knew who
their enem es were and what they had to do about them The
I ndi ans were to be destroyed; the European opponents had to
be driven out of their toe-holds in the South. GCenera

Cl ai borne, flush with his victory at the Battle of Holy

G ound, on 5 Decenber, 1813, wote the Tennessee CGovernor
there were English ships docked in Pensacola and he want ed
to be “authorized to take that sink of iniquity, the depot

of Tories and instigators of disturbances on the Southern

” 85

frontier. WlliamB. Lewis had the sane idea in a letter

to Andrew Jackson. “Chastise those perfidious instigators
of the Indians to Savage cruelties and you at once unnerve

the armthat draws the bow and rai ses the tomyhawk.” He
too urged an expedition to take Pensacol a. 2 And the man

who would carry out this dreamwote to the Anerican
Secretary of War on 16 Decenber that Pensacola “is the
origin and source of the war.” There was where the |ndians

recei ved their supplies and encouragenent, thus “del enda est

Carthago, or we will never have peace with the | ndi ans. " &’

When peace cane again to the frontier, the British had
been beaten and their Creek allies had been destroyed.
I ndi an depredati ons would continue in the South, but the
wars to cone did not threaten the survival of the frontier
settlements. The |land available for incom ng whites had

vastly increased, and the retention of Mbile gave a port at
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the end of the newly conquered rivers. Effective foreign
opposi tion had been destroyed with Spani sh East Florida
shortly to pass into Americas’ hands, and this was the | ast

effective Indian uprising east of the M ssissippi before the

renoval .
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NOTES ON SOURCES

The Creek War of 1813-1814 has been | argely overl ooked
by historians. It was played out during the War of 1812,
whi ch invol ved sea battles and set-piece regular warfare in
the Continental style. |In the age of Borodi no and Waterl oo,
of The Nile and Trafalgar, Indian fighting could easily be
over | ooked in favor of Lundy's Lane, New Ol eans, and the
victories of the "Constitution". This is unfortunate,
because it enables the nyth that the War of 1812 ended in a
draw to be perpetuated. To understand why the war ended in
a great victory for Westerners and Sout herners, the Indian
fighting, in particular The Creek War, nust be exam ned.

Many general histories of The War of 1812 overl ook or
downpl ay the significance of The Creek War; Donald R

H ckey's The War of 1812 - A Forgotten Conflict (1990) is a

good exanple. Perhaps the best to use is John K Mhon's

The War of 1812 (1972), which has a chapter on The Creek

VWar .
A few wor ks have been devoted to the Creek War, and it
is a major subject of others. The best starting point is

Al bert J. Pickett's History of Al abama (1851). Pickett

i nterviewed many of the white and m xed-bl ood participants
of the war, including survivors of the Fort M ns nassacre.

Henry S. Hal bert and Tinothy H Ball's The Creek War of
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1813-1814 (1895), also includes many personal rem nisces and
much useful information. Halbert |ived anong the Choctaw
for years, and this nust be renenbered in reading the book.

Nat hani el H C ai borne's Notes on the War in the South

(1819), is useful, as is Frank Herman Akers, Jr.'s Ph.D
di ssertation (Duke), "The Unexpected Challenge: The Creek

War of 1813-1814" (1975). Perhaps the best is Struggle for

t he Borderl ands, The Creek War and the Battle of New

Oleans, 1812-18l5 (1981), by Frank L. Owsley, Jr. This

book is particularly useful for understandi ng why
Sout herners could see a great victory while others only saw
survi val

Great nmen in Anerican history participated in the Creek
war, and a few wote or were interviewed about their
experiences. Wrth a | ook are David Crockett's

Aut obi ography (1834) and J.F.H Caiborne's Life and Ti nes

of Gen. Sam Dal e (1860), containing nuch of that mi ghty

man's own witings. Sonme biographies of other participants

stand out, such as, MK Wsehart's Sam Houston - Anerican

G ant (1962). CGordon Thomas Chappell's Ph.D. dissertation,
"The Life and Activities of John Coffee" (1941), provides a
detail ed | ook at Andrew Jackson's right-hand man; Coffee
began his mlitary career in his 40's and proved conpetent.
On Andrew Jackson there are nore works. See Janmes Marqui s

Andr ew Jackson - The Border Captain (1933), John Henry
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Eaton's The Life of Andrew Jackson (1824) (Eaton was a cl ose

friend of Jackson), and Robert U Rem ni's Andrew Jackson

and the Course of Anerican Enpire(1977). The Correspondence

of Andrew Jackson (1926), John S. Bassett, ed., is also very

useful .
O her studi es provide bal ance on the Creeks and ot her

Indians. Janes F. Doster's The Creek Indians and their

Fl orida Lands(1974), and Angi e Debo's The Road to

Di sappearance(194l), are anong the best sources for genera

history. For Creek |eaders, see CGeorge Cary Eggleston's Red

Eagle (1878), and Benjamin W Giffith, Jr.'s MIlntosh and

Weat herford(1988).

Publ i shed docunents that shoul d be exam ned include the

af orenenti oned Jackson correspondence, The Histori cal

Regi ster of the United States(1814), Oficial Letters(1823),

and perhaps nost useful of all, The Anerican State Papers.

Manuscript collections in the United States containing
information on the Creek War are scattered. |In Montgonery,
Al abama, are that State's archives which have, anbng ot her
itens, both Pickett's and Hal bert's papers. O her archives
potentially of use are: Georgia Departnent of Archives,

Atl anta; M ssissippi Departnent of Archives and History,
Jackson; the Tennessee Historical Society and the Tennessee
State Library and Archives, both in Nashville; the State

Hi storical Society of Wsconsin, Mdison; North Carolina



Depart ment

Li brary, Duke University,

of Archives and Hi story, Raleigh;

t he Perkins

Dur ham and the Library of

Congress and the National Archives, both in Wshi ngton,

50

D. C
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