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History 2311—Western Civilization I

Course Schedule Fall 2008
Required texts-- available for purchase at the ACC Northridge bookstore and on reserve at the ACC Northridge library:  

Mark Kishlansky, Civilization in the West, Volume I:  To 1715 (7th edition).  ISBN# 0-205-55685-X.

Mark Kishlansky, editor, Sources of the West:  Readings in Western Civilization, Volume I:  From the Beginning to 1715 (7th edition).  ISBN# 0-205-56839-4.

UNIT 1—The Near East and Greece

August 26 & 38 
Of Cities and Civilizations:  What is “Western Civ”?

read:  Civilization in the West, pages 2-3.



Sources of the West document #2, The Creation Epic.
September 2 & 4
Mesopotamia and Egypt

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 1.

Sources of the West, #1 The Epic of Gilgamesh, #5 Code of Hammurabi, #6 The Book of the Dead, #3 The Book of Genesis.
September 9, 11, & 16
The Greek Legacy

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 2 & 3.

Sources of the West: #4 Hesiod’s Work and Days, #9 through #16 Homer, Sappho, Thucydides, Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle, Plutarch.
TEST #1  THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 18
UNIT 2—Rome and its Heirs

September 23 & 25  
Rome, from Republic to Empire
read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 4 & 5

Sources of the West, #17 through #22.
September 30 & October 2
Imperial Rome and Early Christianity

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 6 

Sources of the West, #23 The Sermon on the Mount and #24 St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans; #25 Tacitus’ Germania, #26 Eusebius’ In Praise of Constantine.

October 7 & 9
Byzantium and Islam


Read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 7

Sources of the West, #33 through #38
TEST #2 TUESDAY OCTOBER 14
UNIT 3—Medieval Worlds
October 16, 21, 23
The Medieval West

read:  Civilization in the West, chapters 8 & 9
Sources of the West,  # 30 Gregory of Tours’ History of the Franks, # 31 Bede’s The Ecclesiastical History of England, #32 Einhard’s The Life of Charlemagne # 39 Feudal Documents, #43 Magna Carta, and pick an unassigned document of your choice from numbers 40-49 to read/discuss.
October 28 & 30
The Medieval World in Crisis

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 10 

Sources of the West, #46 Dante’s Divine Comedy, #50 Witchcraft Documents
November 4 & 6
Renaissance

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 11



Sources of the West, #54 Machiavelli’s The Prince.

TEST #3 TUESDAY NOVEMBER 13
UNIT 4—Early Modern Europe

November 18
New Monarchs, New Worlds

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 12

Sources of the West, pick an unassigned document of your choice from numbers 57-62.

November 20 & 25 (no class Thursday November 27—Thanksgiving holiday) 
The Reformation


Read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 13


Sources of the West, #55 Erasmus’ In Praise of Folly, # 63 Luther The Freedom of a Christian and Of Marrige and Celibacy , # 64 Calvin Institutes of the Christian Religion and Chatechism., #65 Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises, #66 Life of St. Teresa.
December 2 & 4
BOOK REPORTS DUE TUESDAY DECEMBER 2 IN CLASS

DEADLINE FOR EXTRA CREDIT:   THURSDAY DECEMBER 4 IN CLASS 

The Age of Religious Wars

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 14
Sources of the West, # 68, #74 Henry IV, Edict of Nantes, #76, Simplicissimus.

December 9
Change and Continuity in Everyday Life

read:  Civilization in the West, chapter 15

TEST #4 THURSDAY DECEMBER 11
