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Women in the United States

Course Policies Fall 2008
Course information:

Women in the United States (HIST 2341) 

Section number 004 course synonym 23319
Meeting times T/Th  12:00-1:15  Northridge room 2117

Instructor information:

Professor:  Dr. Melissa Bonafont
Office:  Room 2125, Northridge Campus 

Office Hours:  MW 12:00-1:00; TTh 9:00-10:00; F 9:00-10:00 (also available for conferences outside of these hours by appointment). 

Phone:  223-4033

Email:  mbonafon@austincc.edu

Course description:  A comprehensive survey of events and issues in United States history, focusing on the specific contributions of women and the relationship between race, class, and gender.

Required text: 

Ellen Carol DuBois and Lynn Dumenil, Through Women’s Eyes:  An American History with Documents (Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2005; ISBN 0-312-24731-1)
Available at the Northridge bookstore and on reserve in the Northridge library.

Instructional Methodology:  Interactive learning.
Course Rationale:  Please reference the history department website at http://www.austincc.edu/history
Common Course Objectives:  Please reference the history department website at http://www.austincc.edu/history
How do I earn a grade in this course?
Active class participation  

10 points

“Current event” presentation  
5
Primary Source project:





Proposal


5


Typed, edited final draft
20


Oral presentation

10
Midterm examination

25
Final examination


25
Total




100

A= 90 points and above

B= 80 and above

C= 70 and above

D= 60 and above

F=59 and below

*Active Class Participation (10% of final grade)
Your class participation grade will be based not merely on attendance, which is essential, but on your active participation in discussions.  Especially important will be your contributions to discussions of the visual sources and documents found at the end of each chapter in our textbook.  
Your class participation should demonstrate ALL of the following:

you have read and thought about the week’s reading assignment; 
you have opinions about the documents’ meaning and significance; 
you have questions about the reading.
Please come to class having read and thought about the week’s reading assignments in advance.  Bring your notes and Through Women’s Eyes along with you to class, and be prepared to take notes, participate in lively class discussions, ask questions, and be involved.  High class participation grades will be earned only by students who consistently participate actively in discussions of our readings and other materials throughout the course!  At the end of the semester I will assess your level of participation and assign a grade on a ten-point scale:

Excellent participation, no absences  

10 points

Good participation, no absences          
   
  8

Fair participation, few absences

             7

Poor participation and/or excessive absences     5 and below

*“Current Event” Presentation (5% of final grade)

Research and share your findings on an example of women’s and/or gender history “in the making.”  In a brief (approximately five-minute) in-class presentation, discuss an individual, group, movement, development, or event currently in the news that’s relevant to the history of women in the US.  A well-informed brief presentation/discussion will earn all five points; less well-prepared presentations will earn fewer, and if you don’t present you will receive a “zero.”

*Primary Source Project and Presentation (35% of final grade)
Please choose a project from the options detailed in your primary source project handout.  Each project will involve a required written proposal, an oral class presentation, and a written final draft.

*Take-Home Essay Midterm and Final (each 25% of final grade)
The course midterm and final exam are essay format, open-book, open-note take-home exams.  You will pick one out of three questions to answer in an essay of approximately five pages in length.  Essays must be typed, edited, and spell checked, and submitted by the due dates listed in your course schedule.  The midterm and final will involve your making an analytical, interpretive argument using our course materials as evidence.  Each exam will receive a grade corresponding to the degree of mastery of course material and the clarity and persuasiveness of the essay.     
Petitioning to Change a Test Date or Due Date
You may petition to change an assignment due date if it conflicts with your schedule.  All petitions must be made during office hours, or by appointment, at least one week before the scheduled due date.  
Retest and Rewrite Policy
Retests for the midterm and final will not be available.  Rewrites for semester projects will not be available.
Late Work Policy
Work submitted up to four calendar days after the due date will be accepted but will be marked down one full letter grade per late day.  After four calendar days the late work will receive a “zero.”
Testing Center Policy

As this course will not involve in-class testing, the services of the campus Testing Center will not be necessary.
Attendance Policy
Regular attendance is expected and essential for success in the course.  Excessive unexplained absences will sabotage your chances of success.
More than four unexcused absences may result in your being withdrawn from the course.  If you exceed the allowed number of absences after the last date for withdrawal, your final grade for the course will be lowered according to the following formula:  for every two absences beyond the allowed limit, your final grade for the course will be lowered by one full letter grade.

Withdrawal

A student exceeding four unexcused absences may be withdrawn from the course.  If you stop attending class, however, it is your responsibility to ensure you are officially withdrawn from the course.  Please fill out a withdrawal form and submit it to the office of Admissions and Records (Northridge Room 1101.1) by the “last day to withdraw” deadline listed in the ACC academic calendar.  You do not need my signature to withdraw from the course. 

Incompletes

In cases of documented emergencies, an incomplete contract may be negotiated when students have completed a minimum of 80% of the course.  Students must meet with me to negotiate the incomplete contract before the last scheduled class meeting.  The work must be made up by the last day of classes for the following semester, or the grade will revert to that specified in the contract.

Student Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.  The OSD office at Northridge is found in room 1111 and can be reached at 223-4726.  I will need your OSD Accommodation Request Form during the first week of classes so we can make sure arrangements are made for the semester.

Freedom of Expression

Our classroom will be a civil space for learning and discussion of course material so that students develop an accurate understanding of the historical record and hone their analytical skills. Please understand that our studies of the past will sometimes involve contentious or controversial subject matter.  It is also important to understand that the development of historical understanding, as well as broader critical thinking skills, comes through debate and exchange, through listening and intellectual exploration.  We will value and respect the rights, opinions, and legitimate contributions of everyone who is a part of our learning community.  Please follow “common sense” rules of courtesy, civility, and respect for diversity in your classroom interactions.

Disruptive and Inappropriate Behavior

Disruptive behavior includes disrespect or hostility toward your classmates or your professor, chatting in class, needless interruptions, and arriving late or leaving early. Also disruptive and inappropriate to a college classroom are text messaging, leaving and returning, passing notes, napping, and working on other projects or reading assignments.  Disruptive behavior will not be allowed, and may cause you to be withdrawn from the course. 

Please make sure your cell phone is silenced before the start of each class meeting.

Lateness

You are expected to be on time for class.  Late arrival disrupts the class and affects your ability to learn; multiple late marks will count as absences, and students with excessive absences will be withdrawn from the course (see attendance policy, above).  Class will begin at the starting time listed in the campus course schedule.  I will take attendance in the first minute of class.  If you enter the class after your name is called on the roll call, it is your responsibility to report your attendance at the end of the class period.  Every two late attendance marks will count as one absence.

Scholastic Dishonesty

A student caught cheating (including plagiarizing) on any assignment in this course will receive an F in the course, and I will initiate discipline proceedings with the Campus Dean of Student Services.

Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research, or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework.  

Privacy Policy

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) protects confidentiality of educational records.  Grades cannot be given over the phone, through a fellow student, or by email in this course.

